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their parts have been and are too much elated with the advantages they
supposed they should derive from the restoration of their old Priviledges
& customs, & indulged themselves in a way of thinking & talking that gave
very just offence, as well to their own People as to the English merchants.
The little I have seen of them in Council gives me no Idea of their Abilities
or moderation inflexible to any arguments either of expediency or Justice
they will admit no alteration in their antient Laws particularly in the
article of commerce which I insist upon, & believe shall carry in favour .of
the English merchants, with whom almost the whole trade of the country
lyes, & which without them was & without them will continue except in a
very few articles & those to no extent, a country of no trade at all in short
& to relieve your Lordship from this unpleasant prospect of things in detail,
Let me say in general that this country affords as gloomy an one in point
of security & in the ill humours & evil dispositions of its inhabitants, to
one as anxious as [ hope I am for the prosperity of my own deeply interested
in this, as can beimagined. For the share I have been made to takein it, tho’
the most distant from my wishes I repent not but on the contrary will much
rejoyce if T shall be found to have been an instrument in preventing a still
more ruinous state of things, or may be made the means of restoring them
to a better. That is at present all my consolation in an office to which
1 find myself as little equal as I am inclined, & from which I will expect of
your Lordships bounty (I had’ allmost said Justice considering the great
weight your Lordships recommendation had in sending me a second time
hither) an honourable & decent retreat. in your Lordships own department
1 neither expect nor desire it, such of the Employments in your Lordships
disposal as require legal ability to fill them I am unequal to in every light,
& to those that do not, there must be so many that have better Pretensions
to your Lordships favour, indeed there can be none that have less, T do not
presume to request. I will hope however for your Lordships general
Protection & Countenance & will trust that you will concurr with the rest
of his Majestys Ministers in thinking that ten years honest, however
imperfect, Endeavours to serve the Crown in an unpleasant & something
critical situation deserve to be compensated with moderate & reasonable
means of Retirement which I should prefer to the first office of distinction
or Profit that the Crown has to bestow.

In this hope I take my Leave of your Lordship desiring your Lordship
will be so good as present my best respects to Lady Apsley & Miss
Bathurst, & believe me with most perfect Esteem & Gratitude

My Lord
Y* Lordships most obliged & most
Obed. Hble Sert.
W. HEY.

P.S. ItisI hope unnecessary for me to say that I would have executed
your Lordships commission with respect to the Nut trees if I could have



