'8 CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING RECENT' CHANGES

settlement of which we deem essential to the useful existence of the popular branch. of the-
. Legislature, of paramount importance to the country, and indispensable to the better admi-
“nistration of the Government. .. - .. o o L Tl e
In conclusion, -while.-we do not-hesitate to assure your Excellency that.youn.will be indem-
nified for any outlay. that has been made or may be rendered-necessary for the relicf of the-
poor and :the telegraph labourers, we deem it our duty toinform your Excellency, with the .
utmost reliance. upon your Exccllency’s good sensc and impartial judgment-for a favourable
construction, of the motives. influencing.our conduct, that we have deliberately come: to the:
“conclusion to await,the decision of the>Imperial Government upon. the right of  the people of”

this old and loyal dependency of the British Crown to. the possession of self-government,..

in the constitutional.aceeptation of" thie'term, rather ‘than waste our time snd’ exhaust the
 patience of the publicin witnessing'a renewal of fruitless atterpts at*legislation ‘under the- -

' present constitution: ' » n e
S et e ~ . Jokn Kent, Speaker.
House of Assembly, 13 February 1854. I
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To wluch luaExcellencywaspleascd to make the followmg reply - o

. M. Speaker, snd Gontlomen of the House of Assembly,

T BAVE hot recsived s reply to my ddsputcl forwarding thé memorial of the Housc, praying
*for & change of tho Gonsttitiénof the colony ; and T cxamot adopt tho irregular und ncon:
venient procecding of laying before you correspondence on a subject referred to'the Crown,
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' andupon which a decision has not yet réached me. Indced, upon this topic the delegation from

§

your Honourable House appears to have reccived assurances which have not yet been com-

municated to myself.
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I thank you for your agsurance of indemuifying me for any outlay that has been made or-

" may be rendered necessary for the relief of the poor,

. from the course you have resolved to pursue.

i must, howeve
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1, express Iny great regret that you have come to the conclusion to defer

’

- legislation on subjects -—pdi'tiqul%ré{ those of vital importance to the colony—which it has been
v.n

Vhether the public nterests have been ‘consulted in arrivin

my ’dﬁg' to bring before you.’

" at the déterminiation to which you have come, is a question for yotr own consideration ; and,.

with you will test the'responsibility for any detriment to those interests, which may result .
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+ Enclosure 2, in No. 2.

Enél. ¢, in No,n;‘, REPORT of DELEGATESto the Imperial Gofvéx‘hnientvz,“ 6u«‘t’he',‘Squecitswofv ﬁegponsible

T

. Colony of Newfoundland.: -. . -.
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'the_information of thie public and the Akemply. -

- Government, Free Trade with the. United States of America, and other Affairs-of the
< Tue H&uge’of ‘Aséem};ly Kaving hitherto éut:}lggléﬂ in 'yaix‘i”ugainét' the local Executive for
the establishment of 4 thorough British system 6f government in this island, and theji repeated
addressés-to'thé Crownfor, justice ‘having bécn met By evasions’ or’ direct réfusals; it was

'resolved, during the list Session of the Legislature, that delegates should”be" ent from the
' Assembly to London, foriti¢ purpose of glaging the affairs ‘of the colony before the Imperial

authoritics in their triio light, as 4’ conviction existed inl the publicmind that'they liad not been

,,,,,
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' fairly represénted;’ or 'the parent Government would have long ‘since conceded to' N éwfound-
. land its constitutiondl rights and privileges.” ‘- S R T R TR, A

W are accordingly honotired with ‘the irportant’ trust of representinf’ the views'of the

¢

. counifry, as éxpreased by ‘thé Assembly, on the present system of ‘government, the general

state of the. colony,'and particularly'the claims of ‘this old and loyal depenidéncy to the estab- .
liskiment of ‘responsible government, ' and’ ;-ec‘xptdcz}l“ﬁ"ee trade with“the’ United States of
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+ In'the dischaige 6f our dity; We now respectfully submit dn ontline’ of our pro¢éedings for

Hiving proceeded ty Halifax it the steamér « Osprdy,” and’ thenee t6’ Liverpodl'in the

R.'M. steamer  Niagiira,” we'arrivéd ifi London ‘on ‘the" 18th July last, and}mnfedlately o

""" applied ourselves'ts the fulfilment of the trust reposed in us
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eolony, we ttanstittéd copiés théreof, with olir ‘credéntials, to his Grace the Duke

" formed’ tlie subjects of gur!dél

" Havingprepored tHe aniexed statements, Numbers 1 and 2, ori'the, genéral 'sffairs'of the

4 of 'New-
e gt timd st interviow, with him on the sevesal matiéss Whicl

castle; requestin, ¢ ‘
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horiowit 6 acqiuaint you, that the House of Assembly of, Newfoundland, in
the last Session, appointed us.its delegates to proceed: to:London’ for:"glie purpose of pro-""
in isﬂﬁieue.rdﬁqsélﬁgo%mmnagim it ‘old undtdoyals depéndentdyrof the 'British.
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