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use of observations and facts. It
is not essential that the studies
which produce these Yesults should
be directly useful in after life any
more than it is necessary for the
athlete in the development of his
muscles to wield the blacksmith’s
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FIRST PRINCIPLES IN
EDUCATION

(Continued from last week),

Meanwhile, the students of his-
tory, the heirs of all the ages look
on, with g commiserating shrug,
at the working out of this first
principle, that the newest is the
best. They observe that an un-
meaning profusion of subjects dis-
tracts and enfecbles the mind, that
in proportion as information be
comes more widespread and varied
it also becomes more superficial
and inaccurate, that the average
school praduates of today read and
write—as to penmanship, spelling
and grammar—not nearly so well
as their grandfathews and grand-
mothers did. This is no matter of
surprise to the truly learned who
fail to detect in the last hundred

- years as many examples of lofty
human genius as are noted in the
seventeenth and thirteenth centur-
ies of our era and in the fourth
amd fifth ‘centuries before Christ,
They have noticed, with Thomas
Carlyle, that ‘‘intellect did net
awaken for the first time yester-
day, but has been under way from
Noah'’s flood downwards; greatly
her ‘best progress, moreover, was
in the old times, when she said
nothing about it.” In the eyes of

" men who can interpret the past in

terms of the Present, what #s new
in intellectual matters is very
likely

NOT TRUE,

for there have  been acute
thinkers in all ages; and con-
versely, what is true will generally
be found to have been thought of
long ago, and the newness of its
appearance will turn out to be due
to the igmorance of recent genera-
tions. Therefore it is that they see
no signs of the indefinite develop-
ment of the human intellect on
fundamental guestions, though they
readily admit that practical apphi-
cations and methods may improve,
Now education is one of the most
fundamental of all questions and
must, consequently, have occupied
~ the thoughts of men from the very
beginning. And in point of fact SO
it has. Thinkers of the past soon
. came to distingwish imstruction
from education; the former they
felt to be the work’' of all ome’s
life, the latter  they recognized as
Concerned with childhood and
growing youth. The President of
Creighton  University. expresses

‘Do not try to teach my art
in school; see that you make the
youth intelligent, and then I will
easily ‘teach him  ship-building,’
The business of a college is to
teach principles that admit of all
sorts of practical application. The
youth thus trained will start life in
far better circumstances than
those who have learned only the
details of their craft, which are
best learned in offices, stores and
factories, and he will commonly
outstrip them in the rivalries of
of life. He will te able to ad-
vance when others are obliged to'
stop.”

This last remark of Dr. McCosh's
is fraught with the gravest im-
port. When others are obliged to
stop, the welleeducated man goes
on improving his mind all his life.
And this is precisely what sbrious
educators should aim at. We are
building not for the moment, but
FOR ALL TIME.

The young man who has re
ceived a truly liberal educa-
tion from his childhood up-

wards—not the man who in mature
manhood has secured a degree by
tacking on a little Latin and less
Logic to an incomplete school
training, but—the youth whose|
memory, imagination and judg
ment have been symmetrically de-
veloped through a long course of
familiarity with the greatest
thinkers of the past and present,
may indeed begin the struggles of
life later than those who special-
ized early, but, as years go by, the
one who has laid a deeper foundga-
tion of general culture will be
known as the abler and more
successful lawyer and judge, the
greater physician or preacher, the
more prosperous business man.
Few sights are sadder than the
helpless vacuity of mind that en-
ctompasses the self-made, half-edu-
cated man who retires at sixty
from the whirl of business in the
delusive hope of enjoying the for-
tune he has accamulated with so
much thankless labor. No such
empty old age awaits the man
whose training has been thorough
and prolonged from childhood to
manhood. The only limit to his
mental development is the hour of
death. Gladstone, who was preem-
inently such a man, won his great-
est triumphs between his sixtieth
and his eighty-fourth years; and
who can deny that the great mind
of Ieo XIII., trained in the good
old way, developed far more in the
last twenty-five years of his life—
when his exalted station as Pope
brought him into comtact with all
the kings of men—than in the pre-
vious 68 years. ple who at fiest

y

this distinction very well " when

bemoaned his age, \as if 4 man of
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terature and talent, which gives a
man strength in every subject he
chooses to grapple with and en-
ables him to seize the strong point
in everything that is presented to
his intellect. How to brush aside
irrelevant detail, groundless ob-
jections and meretricious ornament
for the sake of issues that are all-
important and allembracing, is
the secret of a strong brain and
corresponds with our best i?ea of
a cultivated mind. :

Another first principle which
challenges examination into its
right to acceptance is the axiom,
explicitly or implicitly believed in
by many teachers of the present
day, that all learming should be

MADE EASY,
The contrary principle is enuncia-
ted by Huxley when he says: ‘‘The
best result of all education is the
acquired power of making yourself
do what you ought to do, when
you ought to do it, whether you
like it or not.” 'The easy going
principle is responsible for the mul-
tiplication of elective courses and
for the consequent deterioration in
the value of university degrees, so
that nowadays the fact of kolding
such degrees from anti-traditional
universities is no longer a guaran-
tee that .the holder has had a
truly: liberal traiming, or even that
he has so much as touched the
fringe of the aristocracy of culture.
The manly principle of self-con-
guest still hoMds the fort in mathe-
matics, doubtless because that
science is essentially refractory to
the kid glove and feather bed
treatment. Thus mathematics, al-
though of no particular use in de-
veloping the judgment and there-
fore not essential to the highest
kind of education are invaluable in-
asmuch as they compel attention,
require sustained effort and evolve
necessary truths. In this, way,
with the too prevalent mania for
change, under the
MISTAKEN NOTION

that every change is an improve-
ment, the exact science of quanti-
ties .and their relations remain
like a monumental lighthouse amid

the shifting sands of educational
theories.

We hear so much, in popular
pedagogic treatises, about the

‘sanctity of the ‘ndividual's will’ |-

that our idea of human mature ‘is
apt( to become distorted. Former-
ly, among a certain class the total
depravity theory was the stumbl-
ing block; now, the theory of gemn-
eral sanctity is the real danger.
No doubt there is something holy
in human nature, inasmuch as it
is made in the likeness of God.

But that sanctity is not .pure and|
unallpyed, that

[

likeness ‘is ot al-
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A JURY OF GENTLEMEN

famous for their taste and style in dress
passed upon the merits of onr

‘MADE-TO-ORDER CLOTHING

long ago. They decided, as all must,
that it is perfect in every particular,
They continue to favor us with their
orders because we have reduced tailoring
to an art and can give not only correct
fit and . the best workmanship, but also
the best value, i

' C. L. Meyers & Co..

Men’s Tailoring - Ladies’ Tailoring.
276 Portage Ave., Opp. Y.M.C.A.

In Taking a Bride

you assume the responsibility of pro-
tecting her—not only while you prosper,
but in case of reverses. Start right, and
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start right away, by taking out a policy
with The Great-West Life Assurance
Company. Upon receipt of a postal card
giving your name, address and date of
birth, full information regarding a very
attractive policy will be mailed you.

The Great West Life
Assurance Company

PATENTS

INALL COUNTRIES

HAVE YOU AN IDEA?

)

ST. MARY'S COURT NO. 276.

Catholic Order of Foresters
Meets 1st and 3rd Thursday in

Trades Hall, Fould's Block, at 8.80
p.m.

Chief Ranger—J..J. McDonald.
Vice-Chief Ranger—R. Murphy.
Rec.-Sec.—W. J. Kiely, 424 Notre
Dame ave. P. 0. Box 469.
Fin.-Sec.—I. P. Raleigh.
Treasurer—Jno. A. Coyle.
Rep. to State Court—J. J. Mc-
Donald.
Alternate—F. W. Russell. )
Senior Conductor—F. W. Russell.
Junior Conductor—R. Chevrier.
Inside Sentinel--W. Mahoney.
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(In Faith and Friendship)

Catholic. Club

OF WINNIPEG.

COR. MAIN AND MARKET STREETS
Established 1900

FOULDS BLOCK
_The club is located in the most

central part of the city, the rooms
are large,

equipped.

commodious and
7

Catholic gentlemen visiting the

city are cordially invited to visit
the club.

~ Open every day from 11 a.m. to
I pm! e
F. W. RUSSELL, = H. SROWNRIGG
Provdoar ek " Hon-Secretac?




