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CUPRRP.ENT TOPICS

LAST month't teaturc ini the book traite înay bc saidto have bren the astonishing popularity ot Mire.
licgan Rice's " Lovcy MNary " and the consequent
revival of intereît ini that author's carlier work.
"Mca. Wiggs of the Cabbagc IlatchY" Reports

frram nearly ail the important centres of thc book trade ini
Canada indicate that the former ha% been the leading book of

the month. Naturally, it is a species ot
Mis rch literary product that appeals strotngly to a
Book Tritade. vcry large class ot people, and the rage for

it may well bc likened te that which for
mouths followed the appearance ot -David Ilarum.' The
carlier succeas cf " Mc.. Wiggs," however, bat tendcd strongly
ta increase the sales of the later book. The demand for thc
1'Lettersof a Self-Made Merchant " inatili appreciable, though
shawing signs of a talling.eff. " The Pit " continuez to seli
welI. and "Thoroughbreds." "The Virginian" and "The
lilazed Trait" maintain a steady sale. The late appearance
of Mrs. Hlumphrey WVard's "Lady Rose'*sDaughter " prevented
it from heing a factor ini the March sales. but therc is every
indication that the beook will have a heavy sale i i April.

The beginning of "Our Departmental Seriez" ini the March
number of Ttua BOOKSEIT.ltE AND STATIONFIt bas been well

received bv the tradte. This month the
Ounr I)epart. subjeet ot wall paper is resunied and con-
mental Sérics. cluded so far as the striez in coîîcerneil.

though. as customarv, soute space will bc
devoted manthly te this important subjeet. Following walI
paper will came atreatmcnt ot the pictureand picture-franîing
department. sporting goode departatent. music departinent
and others tao numerous to mention. AUl ot theie sections
form important Portions of any up.to-date boo1ksellcr and
statianer's business. Necessa;Uiy aur treatmnent of each of
these departments in somewhat briefer than the needs oftthe
case would sernâ to mernt. WVholc books niight with profit
lie written concerning each. WVe have striven, hawever, ta
give aIl the 'vital points in as cýînp«ct andi tseitil a form as
possible, and trust tliat the traite will tinti them serviceable,
and valuable.

Canadian stationces will have te malce nit their mincis ta
puth the sale et souvenir pont carde. In England and an the

continent tht demand for these gouds in
Souvenir extraordinary. and manufacturera have
l'est CiuertuI. directed their attention te turning out the

moit delicateand attractive deigns imagin-
able. RecentY ain important London bouse held a compcti-
tien. in which £1.000 was effered in prize for the largegt col.

lections of their cardn. The lady wlîo was no fortisnate as ta
secure the firut prize ai £100 hiait iii lier possesion no fewcr
than 20.364 cardiq. Canadianis, as yet, liave îlot conme ta
appreciate such cards, andi sales are conscuîuettv sal itnd
confined almast czclusively te teuristn and travelicrs. Bunt
therc are great possibilities belore the business. The beautv
ofisoute of the card creations. tht varicty of nulîjects treated
of anti the cheapness oftthe gaods rendier their sale easy, wieîi
once they have brýen introduced ta the public.

A correspondent writes to Tup BOOKSW<K.LER AND) STA-
TIOSi<R as follows: "I wish mante ot your rentiers who are

running stores of several departîincnts, such
Tiro Queriés. as fanicy goodà;, woals, etc.. stationery.

schaal supplies. hîewspapers. magazines,
etc.; wall pnper andi bicycles, etc.. in which the grent mnjority
ofithe sales are frram lc. tu 5c.. watild intorin w haw tht>.
keep track af their casli %vithout cash registers. especiially on
busy (laya sucli as sehoal >peonings." This in the kinti of
query that Tiia BooxsEî..ua ANI) STATIONIiit WClcotles.
Space is nlways cheertully bestowed an tthase who tire aixions
te iniprove their business by a discussion of simeh questions.
In this instance, we woulti be plraseti cauld i sny aftour rcaercs
enlighten aur correspondre on the iattcr. The dilliculty
which he experiences in doubtlcss commun ta many ai the
boakatîlers andi statianers of the country. who condact busi.
nesses consistinig otniany depairtriients. The sanie correqpomî-
dent alta makes sornie encluiries nbout picturefranimig. which
we hope ta lie aIle ta aiwcr iii Ourw I)partrnental Skries-
next mnonth.

Indications are everywhcrt apparent thant the oId favorite
game of croquet will this year corne to its own nizaist. Unitedi

States papers hamve bren reniarking on thc
Tlht Rev'j'rq cxceedingly active deniannd that in bcing
o*Croquet. teit ail aver the country for croquet sets.

anti tcre ini Canada therc in the sanie in-
ccased clesire for the gnie. Manufacturers, it in said, have
been caught napping. ntIc soute doalît whiether the supply
now in the hancis ai the iltalers will lie sufficient tg) mnîply the
wants afi purchaseri. This opinion is. hiowevcr. erroncous 94)
far as Canadian dcalcrm arc conecriiccî. Last vcar'q experience
scrved as a warmiiug andi every preparation lins been nmade ta
copewith tic ncedo ofthe situation durimig the carning seasomi.
One naticeable feattire in connectian with the new set%, as con-
trasted with the nets of the alden days, is their cheapncsu.
Superior andi les cxpensive metliotis of productian have been
introduceti. which have rcndereti the production ot croquet
fets rapid ani economical. The public will lhi lie able ta
gratity their desires mucli more ch<aitly than iii bv.goner ycars
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