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Tho Littlo Gift,

R BY MRS, MARTIN,
ot ling, 51 goodness piuvu o little gift
WAL Sy o -,
oo (el 11t ofton did {ta heart up
ixfold, e " That oft boguiled !
) Tore S 14 of its woo ;
to 51y St lightened Inbour, swoctenod toil,
ord to BN Gave hope for fear,
f 1, ERFor grief’s sad tear, gavo joy's glad smilo ;
ol 3 liow it did cheer
i, fur R That child did know,
am . B . ol
“The JEETL was not any great, grand gift
;bougo R God gave thr.t'onild,
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St just o beam throvgh a cloud.rift,
g When it had t.iled,
8 Its heort to cheor,

flow that poor timid child had strayed
- But for that beam,
IThat with its daylight besuty made
Life’s pathway scom

So bright and clear!
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i mig Bt was tho gift of sncred song
thoy IR God’s goodness gave,
10y 'n go with that ;l)oor child along

8 of Down to the grave,
h and . Aud cheer ita gloom,
08 of NN hough with no bright omblazoning flame
s of! Shone that small light,

O R ough with B¢ nimbus round a name, :
18 To i But thot child’s night
2fore, 1t did'illume,
o of N e
000.. IR crehance some scintillnting ray

i X From that small light
very Moy brighten up some darkened day.
goud And cheer some night
d to 3 As it did thine,

one Loor child ! Then Him who gave to theo ;

' B Thut gits, I'll praise, )
ness And bless through all otornity
by |BE Tho wondrous grace
y are | R Of love divine,
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The Truth at All “Hazards.

lish, 2 SoMe time after the beginning of the
hich | MR prosent century there wero living in a

busy country town in the N orth, a
Iprous couple who had an only son.  For
this san 1hey daily prayed to God.  So
the foundations of an upright life wera
luid in the boy’s henrt, and umong these,
B very especially, a regard for uprightness
and truth,

" In the courso of years the boy’s
school-duys wore ended, -and- also kis
apprenticeship to a business life-in the
country town ; and' as thero was no
yrogpect for him there, he came up to
:Englund, to one of the great sea-ports,
-aud by and by he got a good position
in & merchant’s offico. -

. But he wasnot long in this excellent
place before he was put to the test in
8 vory painful way with .respecs to.the

lessons ho had received about truth.
ful | STt was part of the business of that
ch | B office to have ships coming and going,
cic | B And it was the rule, when the ship
all camo into port, that its captain:sent
to | S word to tho oflice that he had airived,
to aud wag now awaiting instructions.
he where to discharge the cargo; and .it|
en Wag the duty of the manager of the
ly | M otiice to sond DLack intructions to the
to |/ captain where and when this-was to bo
ulg ‘done. A fow months after this lad
n
10 | /'3 ship ladon with coal came in,.and the
4 |/ -vsual messago from the captain came;
© but, somehow or other, no answer wag,
10 || sont back to him, The captain waited

& week, but still no word . came-back..

k oW that was very hard on tho cap-
g ||N ©in. Uitil his ship got freo of its
L'{| Wl cargo, it had to lie idle in .the dock;
it and alil whe belonged tg tho ship-were
keptidle too,  So ub bhe ond of a woel,
f tho capbain sent werd bo the oflice thas
d
t * instructions whoro Yo- discharge it3
d Cugo, that it. h.d -missed a good offer
" “f & now cargo, and the oftice. would |.
n | have to pay him for tho loss. /This,

i

i Payniont ig called ¢ demuirage.”

N

“Didn's T sond you

When the manager of the offico got
this messago from the captain, he wag
vory angry. 1lo sent for the littlo lnd
from the North and said to him,
) down to Captain
Bmith with inatructions to disohargo
his ooaly?”

The littlo ad said, « No, sir; I do
not remembor boing sont down,”

“0, but I did,” answered the man-
agor,  “You havo forgotion.” And
thero for a time, so far ag the offico was
concerned, the mattor was allowed to
rest.

. But tho eaptain did not intend to lot
16 rest thore. Ho applied for his demur-
rage. And when that was rofused, he
took tho rausler of tho oflice to law,
And by and by, his complaint camo

‘before the judges in the -court of law.

"The day- bofore the tidal, the manager
came to the little lad frowa the North
and gaid to him. .“}Mind, 1 sent you
to the dock with those instructions to
digchargo thw conl,”

“But, I ussuro you, I cannot re-

‘momber your doing po,” suid the lad.

“ 0, yes, but L'did.  You have for-
gotten,”

It wag s yroat trouble to the lad. He
had rievor beon sent to the dock. He

‘couid not say-he had been. sent; and

foresaw that he would have to say beforo
the judges what would cortainly offend
the manager, snd lead to the loss of his
excellent place,

On the morning of the trial, he went

‘to the court. 'The manager 2ame up,

and the poor Jad tried onco more to
aggure him that ho was mistaken, bus
ho would not listen.

“1t i all right,” he said hastily, «I
send you on such a day, and you have
got to bear witness that I did—and see
you suy it clearly.”

In a littlo whilo ho wag ealled into the
witness-box, and almost the first
question .put to him was whether he
remembered theday when Capt, Siith’s
ship came ini And then this: “You
remembor duving that day being sent
by the mansager of the office to the dock
with a letter for the captain?”

“ No, sir.”

“Don’t you remember taking in-
structions to Caplain Smith to dis-
charge his coals 1"

¢ No, sir.”

“Wero you not sent by the manager
of your office to the coal-ship on that
day?”

¢ I .was not, sir,”

“3Nor next day 1"

«No.”

The gentleman who put the ques-
tions was & barrister. He had' been
enguged by the maneger to.win the case
for them. But when he heard the litile
lad’s replies, he turned to tho- judge,
and gaid :  ** My Lord, I give up this
case, My instructions were that this
witness would prove that a message to

ifrom the North came to tho oflice, | discharge had been sent to Captain

Smith, and it is plain no such proof
it *a bo got from him.” .

So the case ended in the captain’s
favowmr and against the offico in which.
the littlo lad had found so excellent:a-
plice. He went to his.lodgings with
sorrowful heart and wrote to his father
and mother that he was sure lo-bo dis-
missod. Then ho packed his little
trunk 1o bo ready. to go home noxt day ;
and-in the movning, expecting, nothing

office, The firat to ¢ome in after him
was the mastér, Io stopped for =
moment at the litfle lad’s desk and-

‘ : }nq ship hus been kept so long waiting |-but his dismissal, he -went euly to the
i ! 8¢
l )

‘said, " Wo lost our~cese yosterday.”

# Yes, sir,” answered tho Iad; “and

I am very sorey I had to say what I
did.” By and by the manuger camo
in; and, after a littlo timo, ho was sent
for to the mastor’s room. It was a
long while bufore he came out, Then
tho little lad was gent for, *I am
going to be dismissed,” he thought to
himselt, Bub tho master said to him :
“T was porry yestorday, but not with

and tomark my approval of what you
did, T am going to put you in chargo of
all the workings and sales of our Glon-
fardle mine.”  Then ho sent for tho
manager and told him what he had said,
and added, “And the young man will
make his reports direct to me,”

Six months .aftorward the mangagor
left the. office, and young though ho
was, the littlo lad wag appointed to his
place.  And before .mavy years had
pasted, he was admitted as junior
partner in the firm ; and he is now at
tho head of tho entire business—the
managing partner,

Bub I want to sey that, -if things kad
turned out other than they did, and-he
had-been disminsed, it would still have
been tho best for him to speak the
truth,—Dy. MeLeod, in Sunday Maga-
dine.
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A Bad Character, and How it
Follows Us.

bourhood, a middle-aged man waslcoking

about if search of employment. Ha,

called at the house of a respectablo
farmer and told his errand;

“ What is your name?” asked the
firmer.

¢ John Wilson,” wag the reply,

“John Wilson—the same that lived
near hore when a boy?”

“ Thy same, sir.”

“Then I do not want you,"” ,

Poor John, surprised at such a reply,
passed on to the house of the next
farmer, and there u similar reply was
given, And he found no one in <he-
neighbourhood where his earlier years
had been: spent who was willing to
employ him,
. Passing on, he soon came in sight
‘of the old school-house,  “ Ah!” said

‘| ho, “I understand it now. 1 was a

school-boy thére years ago; but what
kind of a school-boy? Lazy,disobedient,
ofter, in ischief, and- oncecaught in
deliberate lying; and though since I
liava been trying: to reform,. they all.
think me the same kind. of a man.that
I was: as a boy. O that I had done as
I ought to when at school. Then
people would have confidence in me
now.,”

So it is,.and school-boys and -school-
girlsshould remember it, that character
follows ug, and is remembered, and that
those who have known usin our early
days will be very aps to-lock upon us
in Iater years as they did in our youth,
A lazy boy generilly makes a lazy
man, just as a crooked sapling makes a
crookoed tree. And s6 a shiftless, care-
legs, niischiovous, untruthful ‘boy is
likely to-have the same:character as he
grows up to manhood, And’ even if
he has changed, it is hard to make
people beliovo it ; for, as'gome one has
gaid, if the crack has been mended,
people will always be looking .where it-
was.

The great mnass of idlers, thieves,
paupers, vagabonds, and-oriminals that
fill our penitentinties and alme-houses
have come-ts be'what :thay are- from
wrong conduct and wrong ‘habits in.

you, You did right to speak the truth ;'

In his case truth was the best. |

SoME years ago, in-a farming neigh.-.

.a lace mitten, embroidered with

-oblige tiie person who found the first.”

‘negro- who was picking his ‘teeth, -he.-

‘up nuflin—couldn’ a dog have found it

who make the great and useful men of
the community are thoss who began |
right coursea in their carly days, As.
the general rule, we oxpect to.seo the
traits of youth continued into manhoed,
and confirmed and strongthened rather
than wonkened by years, And oven
where the character is really reformed,
one suffers for a lifo-time for the errors
and sing of youth; as tho father told
his son, “ You may draw out the nails
you have driven, but the holes in the
post will remain /¥

Let all the young romember it, that
character is early formed, and it
follows us whorever we go,~=Sel,

Odds and Ends., 11

“MammA,” aid a little girl, “T think |
T've got ammonia.” *“You must not | |
gay ammonis, dear; you must say
.pneumonia,” ¢ Bu it ain’t new, for I -
‘think I had it yestorday.”

A curp of tho matornal block :
Mamma—* Yes, my child, we shall all
Jkuow eacs other in heaven,” Edith—. ‘
“But, mamma, wo can make bolieve
Wwe are out when. some of them call,
can't we?”

.. PARENTi(angrily)—* You have been
in the water! You. were fishing!”
Son—#“Yes, ma’am; I was in the:
water, but I got a:boy out who might
have been drowned.” Parent—o* In.
‘deed, who was he1” Son—* Mygelf.”

How little we know of the inneér ‘|
life of our closest friend! While we ||
may imagine that his thoughts.are of |
friendly serenity, he, in thinking may |-
muge : “ Strange he does not think of | |:
the five dollars he borrowed from me.” |
Ah, human nature, thou art a deceptive -
ragcal. Thou smilest the -smile of'the
sweeb herb; and thinkest the thought ||
of quinine.—drkansaw Traveller, .

OAtHs are vulgar, senseless, offensive, ||:
impious ; like obscene words, they leave ..
a.noisesome trail upon the ‘lips,‘and a-
‘starap of odium upon the soul. They
‘aro inexcusable. They gratify no sense,
wlhiile they outrage taste and dignity.

Turee is & land suit in Germany
which was begun in 1604, They must
bo poor lawyers there not to have gob- |-
bled' that land four centuries ago.

Tur following advertisement, it is. |},
said, -appeared recently in a French
newspaper : “ Found—On Sunday last,
peatls.
If the person who lost it will be-kind
enough to leavé the other one at the
office of this paper,. she will greally

Y

AX Austin man who went-fishing | |
recontly lost his lunch on the road, and
went back to look for it, Meeting.a

asked, “ Did you pick up. any_thing',onu* T
the road:3"—No, sab, I dida’t. pick

and-eab it up ¥”

A ruw days ago in & New York .|}
poli¢e couit a fine of ten dollars for |
drunkenness was imposéd.tpon Miss. |
Mary Hoyt, -a lady of select sociéty -
atd & daughter of a millionaive. She |-
had been arrested for disorderly .con-
duct, -creating .a disturbance and
assaulting thie-police. The teail of the .
serpent is- everywherejno social- rank
18 free from the curse: and: the law,
that flnes_tho already sorely-punished
viclim, sanctions ‘wnd: jpr~ieets the |
horrible ! - sincas thiat his weought her | |'
degradatiun dud shamt,  Sach is our

youth'; zs,-on-tbe other hand; those |

boasted: licensing systx .
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