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THER AMARANTH.

cidedly clever and accomplished man, received
me with a warm and graceful politeness which
at once placed me at my ease, and caused me
to regard him with the famihar cordielity of
long acquaintanceship. I became a constant
visitor at his weekly reunions, at which were
collected all the most noted iadiviluals in
every branch of art, scieace or literature that
the revowned capital contained, and where
painters, poets, dramitists, actorsand warriors,
of well carned and wid-ly spread reputation,
mixed in unrestrained and delightful inter-
ceurse.  In a short time loo, to my great de-
light, I found myself a daily and privileged
lounger in their atelier, for the two brothers
Lived and painted .ogether. The D—as; as
I have said, were artists of high rcputation,
and a visit 1o their collection aflorded to the
lovers of the divine art a graufication of no
common order, for the wails cxiibited many
paintings of finc conception, and of admirable
colour and fimsh.

Among the many gems which wooed the at-
tention and admiration of the amateur, I was
particularly struck with one panting of ex-
quisite finish and beauty, but whase subyct

vas so strange and pecubar that I had fre-
quently bu: vainly conjcctured to what pro-
bable incident it might relate. Y1s scene was
a small but richiy furnished apartment.
time was night, for the light from wany sitver
lamps was strongly thrown on a most singu-
lar and startling aroup which ocrupied the
centre of the painting. On a crimson velvet
couch reclined the figure of a splendidly dres-
sed woman, apparenzly quite dead.  ¥er face
was livid an‘l distorted with pain, and a pur-
ple hue ha " overspread her bare and jewclled
neck. At the other extremity of the same
couch, clothed in the magmficent and pictu-
resgue costume of the fifteenth century, and
with his dark hair hanging in curls down his
neck, was a young and noble looking man,
the expression of whose pale and dying coun-
tenance intimated the mostdreadful agoay and
despair.  But the inost singular and sinking
figure of this strange group remains 15 be noti-
ced. It was that of a beawiful but githish
looking female, clad in a black velvet dress, of
the Spanish fashion, with her jet biack hair,
braided on cach side, and whe, with her shght
but exquisitely maulded figure drawn up to .ts
greatest height, steod printing with an air of
haughty and malirnant tmumph to the Gigur:
of the dead woman.

Observing me onc day 'niently gazngat tlus
picce, D——2a askad my oprnion of it

The :

“I am vain enough,” he said, “1o thn!
a very tolerable performance.”

“Tolerable I” I rephed, “I admire rof
modesty ! It isadnurable. DBut pray tell o
is it 2 fancy sketeh .’ :

“Xot exactly; it 1s founded on incide
which occurred in this very city many s
sinee.”

“My dear D—a,” I cagerly excla:
“ pray take compassion on my curiosity,
have the kiundness to :llustrate for my wifor
tion, yoar boaatiful endanteresung picture. B

“3ost willingly,"Lhe repeated, with a f
laugh ; the palette was lad aside, and my go
'humourcd acquaintance related the follow:]
tale, which may with truth be considered s 1§
tehing somewhat of the  convulsive schoc
D——a, like most of his hively countrym:§
possessed the happy art of narrating well =
gracefully, and I eatirely despair of imparicé
at second hand the san.e interest to lus sto:f}

“The circumstances, which gave nse to @
picture you do me the honour to admire
much, occurred dur.ng the regency of that o
and witty profigate, the Duke of Orleans, wig§
thecourt and city of Pans,—never, by the wsj
much renowned for punty of manners—igg
reached a piich of hicenuo sness absolur
astounding. At tnis period, a young girl maff§
her appearance as a dancer on the Madr
stage, and from her extreme grace and beat
as well as her wonderful taients m her prot
sion, created a considerable sensation 1n U
theatrical world of the Spamish metropol:s§
Our ambassador to the court of Spain, whif
cver mught have been his capacity as a dinf
mafe, wasan admirzble judge of saltatonz! «f
ccllence. formed the patniotic uetermination §
transplanting thes far creaiure mnto the mof
congenial sod of lus adored Pans, and of &
stowing o his countrymen the rich @it
such rare and uncqualicd alen:. Negataucd
WCTC conseqicntiy st on foot with duiaue 6
gence.  You sm.le, and are peraaps not ac
sensible of the imparance of the zubject-
Know then that it requires mozc tact and &
dress to obia.n the favor of the loan of a ces
brated opera dancer, than to scttle the preis
inares of a treaty of peace between two fird
ratc powers.® However, the praiscworthy §
fo.ts of the worthy ambassador were crown
w.th success, atd he returned 1a tnumph
his recadl, bearing in his tramn the beanufel 23
accomplished Nong, for such was the Spans

*In France, and indeed on the conine
generally, thetheatres areunder theummeds:!
Junssdicuion of the gosernment.




