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The Mouse Family.

An account of this very conmon and too
well known little animal wmay seem altoge-
ther unnecessary, and it is not intended to
give any particular deseription of cither of
the speeies that are the most abundant and
familiar in onr dwellings, but rather to notice
briefly the tribe, completing as it docs the
Canadian list of the order Rodentia. of which
all the other families have already come un-

clude capture by its wonderful activity. It

three or four yards, a most extruordinary
feat of agility when the diminutive size of the
animal is taken into acconnt.  Its long und
powerful hind legs, assisted, no doubt, hy
the tail, are admivably adapted for this pe-
culiar mode of progression. The larger spe.
cies of this group, theJerboa, Jumping Hare,
b and similar ereatures, are principally patives
of Afriea, but are alsomet within other parts
of the old world.

is said to leap ut timnes over a distance of

The members of the Mou~e famuly properi yoeomes n formidab]

and become & nestiferous source of disease
and death,

The devices for destroying and capturing
ratg are innouerable, and their cunning in
cluding them ix exteaordinavy.  In setting
traps for them, cave should he taken not to
touch the trap with the hand, as the animal’s
keen sense of smell will deteet the human
odour aud render the rat suspicious. Gloves
smeared with oil of anise seed ave recom.
mended for handling and baiting the trap.
! The ratix o very fevocious animal. and when

making 4 combined attack in lmge numbers
¢ and dangerous oppo-

(Murida ) are by far the most numerons of | neng even to man.
this extensive order. The common brownl
i Rat (Mus decimanus).should be allowed pre-

der consideration in previous numbers of the
Cavava Farmer. Thus, to take o relrospec- The monse (Mies Musendus), like its larger
tive glance, we have presented to the reader cousin, is onmaivorous and ubiguitous, aimost
illusteations and brief descriptions of the{ cedence, as it is undoubtedly the most P"“"‘ equally prolitie. and only less destructive
Beaver family {Custoride). inclnding  the evfut of the famuly.  Itisnot x native of this § from its smaller sive.

Beaver and the Muskrat, the Poren.}continent, but was imported with the first
pines (Uystricido:), the Squirrels (Seiwrda) | ships from Europe.
and the Woodehuck {Arefumido ). The Mouse

The charvacters proper to the genus are
The characteristies of [ chictly the followin The molar teeth, six
the Jower jaw. are

"
S ¢

m

this dreaded pest of the barn and the ware- in the npper and six

Fae it - v -
family (Muride:), and one smatl intermediate 1 house, especially their voracity. destructive: ? tuberculated, or marked with conical promie
group, the Jerboas (Jerbellide'), remzin to be { nessand extraordinary fecundity, are every- nences on the snmmit. and the tail Is naked
noticed. [where too well  known. Wherever thcy;:md longer than the body. These charac-
Of thislast branch of the order we have in | effect a lodgment, they multiply and swarm’ ters distinguish the genus from  another very
Canada only one true representative, the amazingly. The female produces three, closely allied, the Field Mouse (Arvicola). in
elegant and active Deer-mouse (.\[criunes,l,roods in a year. cach brood consisting of "which the crown of the grinders is flat, the
Americanus). called alse sometimes  the  fram cight to fourteen young.,  Their exces  cnamel forming angular ridges. and the tail
Jumping mouse, a name Which is more prop- 1 sive increase is somewhat checked by their s much shorter than the hody. as well as
erly given to another species, Mus leucopus. oxtreme voracity, which even extends to: move or less firy,
a small mouse with less of the miniture!t cuypipatism, for they destroy wnd devowr  OF this genas there are many native vari-
kangaroo in itsappearance, and by 1o means | waely ather, a maimed or wounded rat being eties, but they have not yet been clearly de-
cqualling the Deer-mouse in its power of  coptain to fall u victim 1o Lis wmuvderous fined. In the = Natural History of New
leaping.  This beantifal and agile ltlebeompanions. Asn consequence of this pro-, York,™ a large number are mentioned. but
creature, the Deer-mouse, is represented in {yengity, and still further limiting the multi- with considerable discrepancy and uncer-
e foremost figure of the accompanying il- ylication of the mee, the females ave very tainty in the nomenclature and classification.
Justration. It is of alight brown colour: its greatly in the minority. Notwithstanding  1n the Toronto University Museum there
total length is about cight inchies, of which \ their dustructiveness, they are not withowt are also specimens of several species, but
the tail measures five, the body two. and the ' heir use in the cconomy of nature.  Their they are not named. The second figure in
head one.  Itis a hybernating animal. and | very voracity is turned to valuable account " the nstration represents a common variety
passes the winter in a torpid state, witlan by rendering them efficient scavengers. espe-  of Field  Mouse, which is frequently met
gome hollow tree or log. or other sheltered ' cinlly in crowded cities, whete large numbers | with in meadows or grain ficMs, where it is
cavity, where it, nenally escapes detection. | of them oceupy (he sewers, and do good ser- | not a littke destructive.  The Mole, or Water
During the rest of the year. alea, though not | vice by consuming much of the offal and re- ' Rat, 2 species of Arvicola, does not scem to.

unfrequently scen. it generally coulrives to | fuse matter that wonld othierwise acchumnlate ; he native in Canada,



