138 THE SOWER.

PURGED WITH BLOOD.

(HEBREWS 1IX.,)

¢¢ ND almost all things are by the law purged

A with blood; and without shedding of blood
is no remission.” (Hebrews ix, 22.)

In the latter part of this text we find an exclusive
and distinct proposition—that without shedding of
blood there is no remission,

In the flaming sword placed in the garden of Eden,
after mau’s disobedience, we find his positive exclusion
from the presence of God; in our being out of para.
dise, we see the existing fact, that we are in a state
of exclusion from God. And the question now is,
have we any access to God—to that which is far
above paradise!

It is not only that we are out of paradise, but that
we stand in all the accumulation of our transgressions.
In the first act of sin we find that the will of man is
disobedience to God ; and every act of his since has
been the treasuring up wrath against the day of wrath.

When our conscience is awakened, we learn how
productive of fruit our evil nature is, and whenever
we see that all is gone (for innocency once lost is lost
for ever), then we find there is no competency in us
to enter into association with God. That which was
man’s privilege in paradise has been lost, and we find
ourselves not only evil, but daily accumulating trans-
gressions. And can we then enter into the place of
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