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Customs Officials Receive Orders to Work Overtime if Neces-

sary to Get Contraband Unloaded so Ships Can Continue

_ on Their Way—Betterment in Situation Due to Improve-
“ment in Organization of Contraband Department.

London, Jan. 17.—There is every
indication that the British foreign
office and the Admiralty are inaug-
urating a vigorous policy for the im-
mediate search and release of foreign
ships suspected of carrying contra-
band. In many cases the customs
officials have been instructed to work
overtime in getting the contraband
unicaded so that the detaimed bot-
toms magy proceed.

While the Washington note of pro-
test against the detention of American
vessels doubtless had some effect, the!
betterment in the situation is due in|
a large measure probably to perfec-
thon in the contraband department|
of the foreign office, and to an improv-|
ment in the machinery of handling|
the cargoes in question. The delays/|
on shi recently detained are
being measured now in days rather|
than in weeks. |

The Associated Press is able to|
give from official sources the British!
expianation concerning the twelve|
ships recently detained with consign-
ments of American goods, giving rise;
to the representations to Great Brit-|
ain from Washington.

Canned Copper for Agent

of German Firm.
Danish, was detain-
te mination be:
held t her papers

tory. She carrie
consignments believed to be destined
to enemies of Great Britain.

The Canton, Swedish, has on board
copper for the agent of a German
firm, as well as rubber, which was
released as a courtesy to Sweden,
although England was satisfied that
it wou:d have been condemnéd by a
prize court. The copper was held
for a ruling by the prize court because
of what was regarded as conclusive
evidence that it was intended l_fm‘
Germany. The Canton reached Kirk-
wall December 2, was taken to another
port for examination, and cleared that

t December 22
po'l{'htr Virginia, Danish, arrived at
Kirkwail December 24 and xjrm't‘edvd
ta Newcastle where ,-lw_d\.»;cl\':gm(ki
her consignments of rubber. These
were p.aced before the prize n)u{'!
because it was believed l]\:‘:\' _\\‘914(}
dstined for Germany. The \\r:‘\n!;xa
manifest also was in;}\'mm\tv. She
cleare port.  January -
(htl’lll:;d,\\lxgusul. Swedish, was detain-
ed December 29, carrying rubber and
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FRANCE

Paris, Jan, 17.—The following
official statement of the progress
of the war was given out in Paris
this afternoon:

“We have continued to progress
in the region of Nieuport and
Lombaertzyde, along a depres-
sion about 200 yards in length.
Qur artillery forced the Germans
to evacute their trenches in the
ureat Dune, destroyed Rodan,
which lies to the north of the lat-
ter, and bombarded the enemy’s
works in this part of the battle-
front, and to the south of St
Georges.

. “In the region of Ypres, as in
that of La Bassee and Lens, there
have been artillery engagements.

“At Blangy the action has yeen
vigorous. The Germans vsetzcd
the foundry of Blangy, which we
soon retook by an energetic
counter-attack. We have main-
tained our position there.

“Qur artillery continues to de-
molish the enemy’s trenches near
La Boisselle.

“In the Sector of Soissons there
is nothing to report.

“Between Valley and Craonne
the enemy delivered without suc-
cess, an attack near the sugar
refinery of Tryon, and another
against our trenches at Beaulme,
both of which were repuised. In
the region of Perthes and Beause-
jour our progress continues, in
spite of a violent storm. In the
Argonne, on the heights of the
Meuse, there is nothing new.
In the woods of Le Pretre, near
Pont-A-Mousson, a German at-
tack was repulsed. :

' “in the Vosges we have gained
ground to the west of Orbe"y.
Snow fell in abundance all day.

GERMANY

Berlin, Jan. 16 (via Londoq.]—
The following statement was given
out today at the War Office:

“In the western theatre of war
only artillery battles took place in
the neighborhood of Nieuport. The
enemy’s attacks on our positions
northeast of Arras were repulsed.
In a counter attack our troops
captured two trenches and made
prisoners of the occupants. The
hamiet of La Boiselle, which has
been mentioned frequently of late
was completely destroyed yester-
day and cleared of all Frenchmen.
Northeast of Siossons quiet reign-
ed. The number of cannon cap-
tured there from the French from
the 12th to the 14th of January
wag increased to 35. In the Ar
gonne and In the forest of Con-
senvoye, north of Verdun, trivial
and for us successful engagements
took place. An attack of the Al-
fies southeast of St. Mihiel broke
down at the start under our fire,

“Nothing dvlmpcnIm has oc-
curred in the Vosges.

“In the eastern theatre of war
the situation Iis the same. Rainy,
4 weather has prevented all

‘Jan. 17.—Via London,
0 a. m~The war office
following official an-

a The alumi wag thro
into the prize court but the vessel w
permitted to proceed with the rubber.

The New Sweden, Swedish, arrived
at Kirkwall December 22, She car-
ried aluminum, nickie and copper.
She was sent to Newcastle, where the
customs service was directed to work
overtime to hasten her departure. The
portions of the cargo under suspicion
were unloaded and the ship proceeded
January 9,

The Kentucky, Danish, arrived at
Kirkwall December 18 and was au-
thorized to proceed on December 20
to Leith to discharge her cargo of
meat, which was known to be intend-
ed for an enemy of Great Britain. The
Kentucky stranded in Fraserburgh
Bay, and was re-floated December 28.
The customs officials were instructed
to expedite the unloading of the sus-
pended cargo, but because of the acci-
dent and the position of the meat in
the hold & delay was unavoidable.

The Harald was permitted to pro-
ceed with a delay of only a few hours.

The Brindilla, formerly a German
tank ship and transferred to the Am-
erican flag, sailed in December to the
Azores, where she loaded a cargo of
the interned German ship Excelsior.
She was not detained, but appears
subsequently to have encountered
navigation difficulties and put into
Sant Helens for a pilot.

Destination of Cargoes in Doubt

The John D. Rockefeller arrived at
the Downs December 16 with a full
cargo of naptha and benzoin for Scan-
dinavian ports. After communication
with Copenhagen the ship was permit-
ted to proceed, on December 24.

The Edward Pierce arrived .at
Falmouth, November 23 and cleared
two days later. No part of her cargo
was detained.

Falmouth December 9, with 3,000 gal-
lons of vaseline consigned to a Copen-
hagen firm.

Have Protested Against Violat

Foot of Persian Territory.

Petrograd, Jan. 17 (via London)—
That Persia should not be held ac-
countable for her inability to prevent
the Turks from menacing Russia,
through violation of Persian neutral-
ity, was the assertion made today by
Isaac Khan, Persian Minister to Rus-
sia, at one time Minister to Wash-
ington. He declared his country had
placed her dependence upon foreign
troops for protection.

The Minister explained the Persian
sitnation as follows:

“We solemnly declared our neutral-
ity and intended to adhere to that
declaration. The integrity of our ter-
ritory was guaranteed to us by Eng-
’ﬁg and Russia. Last Monday Em-
péror Nicholas, reiterating this prom-
ise, said ‘I wish you to tell your gov-
ernment that we shall not take a
single foot of your territory.’

“We have protested against Turkish
violation of our territory, and if Tur-
key continues its invasion we shall
continue to protest. At present the
Turkish garrison at Tabriz consists of
little more than two regiments but it
is possible, even probable, that Tur
key will send through our province of
Azerbaijan into the Caucasus large
number of treops, because our country
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The ultimate destination]
of the vaseline was under question.
The vessel was permitted to proceed HAILWAYS
on December 11,
The George Hawley arrived at Fal-

mouth December 1 with a large cargo
of lubricating oil, the destination of
which was called into question. Be-.
cause of the unwillingness of the cap-
tain or owners to discharge the oil the
ship was held until the end of the
month. . Then it was permitted to
proceed, as a courtesy to the Ameri-
can emba 4

(NG ALBEAT
SIMPATHEES
WITH AL

Mourning Caused in Italy by
Earthquake Will be Shared
by Belgian Nation, He Says.

Paris, Jan. 17—A mesage of con-
dolence on the earthquake disaster
has been sent by King Albert of Bel-
gium to King Victor Emmanuel of
Italy.

“By the unialled for suffering of
my own pecple,” King Albert tele-
graphs, “l understand so much more
how great must be the sorrow of
Your Majesty and the Queen in view
of the terrible catastrophe your coun-
try has suffered. It is with ardent
emotion I think of the numerous
victims, and I express to Your Maj-
esties sentiment of profound sym-
pathy. Italy’'s mourning will be
shared by the Belgian nation.”

MAKADD ASSURES POPE
WR PRISONERS WILL
BE WELL TREATED

Rome, Jan. 17.—The Osservator Ro-
mano publishes a telegram dated Sat-
vrday from the Emperor of Japan to
Pope Benedict, expressing the warm
desire of the Japanese ruler to relieve
the ills resulting from the war. The
Emperor adds in his telegram that no
Japanese soldiers are being kept in a
Lostile country as prisoners of war,
and gives assurance that all prison-
ers of war in Japan are being treated
with the greatest benevolence, rone
being in an unhappy state.

— .

LORD ROBERTS LEFT
+ESTATE OF $385,000.

London, Jan. 16—Fleld Marshal
Lord Roberts, who died in France
November 14 last, left an estate of
$386,000, all of which goes to his
widow and daughters. This amount
is exclusive wof property previously
settied on his family by Lord Roberts.

mains unchanged. On the Duna-
lec river, in the district south of
‘Tarnow, an

1 STRATEGICAL
FAGTOR IN WAR

London, Jan. 16.—In a recent article

the Engineering Review insists that
the part played by the railways in the
present war does not necessarily, as
might be claimed, afford a strong ar-
gument for nationalization in the
United Kingdom,
“When the time comes to produce a
complete history of the war,” the En-
gineering Review declares, “the rail-
way will be found among the domin-
ating factors of the strategy. The shut-
tle methods of the Germans are no-
toriously dependent upon their magni-
ficent system of east-to-west railways;
and their advantage over the Russians
depends upon the network of railways
which extends thickly to the frontier
and is continued beyond in a few
straggling routes. .

“Russia had taken steps to improve
its railway communications toward
the Prussian side; and these steps
formed part of the ‘necessity’ which
obliged the Kaliser to allow himself to
be forced into war by perfidious Al-
bion. It is widely understood that the
state railway policy of Germany was
inspired by military considerations;
and amoeng the arguments for railway
nationalization we find the contention
that a country whose government
owns the railway system is in a most
favorable position when war breaks
out.

“But whatever may be said for the
building of strategical railways in a
territory like that of Germany, there
is nothing in the events which have
occurred since Aug. 4 to make any
believe that Great Britain would have
been any better off had the rallways
been organized like, say the telegraph
or telephone service.

“The manner in which our railway
companies,” the writer continues,
“placed under the control of a com-
mittee of managers working according
to general instructions from the war
office, carried out the transport of
troops and supplies could not have
been surpassed. True, the arrange-
ments had been worked out before-
hand, and the committee had to do
no more than execute plans carefully
v;'ith the military and naval authori-
ties.

“It is one thing, however, to draw
up schedules and time-tables and quite
another to put them into operation
suddenly and with a minimum of dis-
turbance to ordinary traffic. The ef-
ficlency of our railways under this
supreme test,” he adds, “shows, there-
fore, that the advocates of nationaliza-
tion cannot afford to quote military
necessities in support of their case,’—
:Sp;aclal to Christian Science Moni-
or.

CHURGH PARADE. OF
SOLDIERS AT G

Fredericton, Jan. 17—The first
church parade of soldiers stationed
here was held this morning, when the
23rd and 24th Batteries, consisting
about thre hundned men ded
Christ Church Cathedral and the mem-

TORK

ion of Her Territory but Has not

the Army to Enforce Protest—Intends to Maintain De-
claration of Neutrality —Czar Promises Not to Take a

is unfortified and the frontier between
Russia and Persia {s the only unfor-
tified Russian frontier.

“For this reason the use of our
country by Turkey is an even more
obvious expedient than was Ger
many’s viciation of Belgian neutrality
for Belgium could offere resistance,
while we are unable to do so. The
Russian government knows, however,
that we are not culpable. Nearly all
Kurds joined the invading army, but
again we were not blameworthy,
since we were heipless because we
lacked an army.

“Certain Russian papers have de-
manded that we expel from Teheran
the diplomatic representatives of
Germany, Austria and Turkey.

This we shall not do, because it
would constitute a breach of neutrali-
ty and would justify the Turks in treat-
ing us as a hostile country, whereas
now we are perfectly sure, no matter
what the result of the war, that Per-
sia will remain independent.”

Minister Khan said Persia hoped
soon té succeed in forming an army,
which it has been endeavoring to do
since 1908, but hitherto unsuccessfully
because of the country's poverty and
lack of united action by the various
tribes.
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DENTH GLAS
THO PROMINENT
CLEREYMEN

Deaths of ReviDr Wm, D
Armstrong and Rev. Dr. A
M. Moore, Founders of Ot-
tawa Ladies' Preshyterian
College and Close Friends,
Occurred Within an Hour of
Each Other,

Ottawa, Jan. 17—Rev. Dr. William
D. Armstrong, one time mederator of
the Presbyterian General Assembly,
and until recently Principal of the Ot-
tawa Presbyterian Ladies’ College,
and Rev. Dr. A. M. Moore, Pastor Em-
eritus  of Chalmers Presbyterian
Church, Ottawa, also one time moder-
ator of the General Assembly, two of
the best known ministers of this faith
in Canada, both died here today, fol-
lowing long illnesses. Dr. Armstrong
was in his 70th year, and Dr. Moore in
his 77th. Their deaths occurred with-
in an hour of each other. ' Both were
founders of the Ottawa Presbyterian
Ladies’ \College, and were close per-
sonal friends.

——

Do not forget to attend the Great

Fur Sale at H. Mont Pones,

A MILITARY LANDS
BOARD FOR HALIFAX

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa, Jan. 17.—A Halifax mil-
tary -lands board has been appointed
ipcluding Mr, J. G. A. Creighton,
pariiamentary consul to the Senate,
Chairman and Lieut-Col. H. C.
Thacker, Halifax;. Major E. C. Dean
and Major P. S. Benoit. They meet
at Halifax on Monday,

IERGTON
SO DS
N ERGLAND

Pte, Hartley Chase of First
Contingent Succumbs to ll-
ness,

Special to The Standara

Fredericton, N. B, Jan. 17—Word
reached here on Saturday afternoon
of the death at Bulford Manor Hospi-
tal, England, of Pte. Hartlay Chase of
12th Battalion, who had been at Salis-
bury Plains with the first Canadian
contingent. He had previously been
reported seriously ill with cerebro
spinal meningitis. Deceased was
about twenty-three years of age and a
son of Mrs, Edward Chase, a widow
of this city. His father mysterious-
ly disappeared several years ago and
his body was found in the St. John
river some time later. Several broth-
ers and sisters, including Mrs. Parker
Howe of Plaster Rock, also survive.

Pte. Chase was a member of E com-
pany of the 71st York Regiment be-
fore emlisting for active service, and
left here last summer with the draft
for the first Canadian contingent. This
is the first casualty in the ranks of
Fredericton volunteers with the first
contingent.

CARRANZA LITS
THE EMBARGD O
0L EXPORTATIN

Washington, Jan, 17—The British
embassy announced tonight that word
had been received from Generai Car-
ranza, through the British legation in
Mexico City, lifting the embargo on
the exportation of oil at Tampico,
which had threatened the fuel supply
of the British fleet.

ALLEGEDROUT OF
HENGH MERELY
A WITHDRAWAL

Washington, Jan, 17.—Foreign Office
despatches to the French embassy
here tonight discounted the impor
tance of the recent German .advance
at Soissons, declaring that the French
troops still covered the town, and had
merely withdrawn to the left bank of
tte river because the rising of the
stream had made it impossible for re-
inforcements to come up.

LY SUFFGENT
UNTO HERSELF

Austrian Press Say Stricken
Country Cannot Rely, as at
Time of Messinia Disaster,

on International Aid.

Rome, Jan. 17.—The Messaggearo,
commenting on articles appearing in
the Austrian newspapers to the effect
that Italy cannot rely on international
aid, s at the time of the Messina earth-
quake, says that the kingdom is pre-
pared to put into practice the motto of
the great King Victor Emmanuuel,
“Italy is sufficiont unto herself,” whiah
the paper adds, she may soon demon-
strate on the field of honor and glory,
when the moment comes to protect her

rights.

Amsterdam, via London, Jan. 17.—
Emperor Willlam, who witnessed the
battle north of Soissons in which the
French were driven back across the
river Aisne, decorated, on the field,
Gen,.Von Lochow and Lt. Gen. Wish-
ura, who commanded the victorious{
troops, On Gen. Von Lochow he be
stowed the Order of Merit, and upon
Lt. Gen, Wishura a Commandership of
the Order of the House of Hohenzol-
lern.

According to the German accounts
of the fighting the French had, during
the past month, occupled in the region
of Scoissons a network of trenches on
the right bank of the Aisne which ex-
tended away to the north., On Jan, 7,
the French commenced a heavy bom-
bardment in which the Germans suf-
fered severely, some of their trenches
being wrecked and their machine guns
buried.

The following day the French at-
tacked and penetrated into the Ger-
man trenches, from which they could
not be driven. Heavy fighting, man

against man, followed day and night
until Jan. 11, the Turcos battling
bravely with rifie, bayonet and knife,
On the 12th the Germans began a
counterattack, and the French soon
wena driven from the trenches and
also their own and were chased from
the heights. Then they occupied
fresh positions half way down the
slope.

The French, expecting further Ger-
man attacks on their left, sent rein-
forcements to that wing. The Ger-
mans, however, attacked on the cen-
tre and right, the French being taken
completely by surprise. Within three
minutes the Germans captured the
first line of trenches, and that afte
noon the entire border of the plateau
was in German hands.

The position of the French troops
advancing against the German right
became desperate, and thy surrender-
d on the 14th, when the German t
wing commenced an encircling vel
ment. 2

The German artillery now ¢om-
mands the Aisne Valley.

SEARCHING O
WIELESS NEIR
PANAM 1Y

Officials of City Believe Wire-
less Station is Located Near
by—Navy Operators’ Work
Hindered,

Panama, Jan, 17.—Both Panama and
Canal zone police are engaged in an
energetic search for a powerful wire-
less outfit that is believed to be in op-
eration in the vicinity of Panama City

The wireless telegraph operators of
the United States Navy report that
recently they have encountered con-
siderable interference when sending
or receiving messages.

8ir Claude Mallet, the British min-
ister to Panama, today said he pos-
sessed information which led him to
believe ihat the powerful sending ap-
paratus was located within a few
miles of Panama City.

SEGREGATE G2
STEMMSHIP ASSETS?

Company's Officials in London
Neither Affirm or Deny Ru-
mors—Rise of 1 3-8 Points
Saturday.

Liondon, Jant 17.—The rumors of the
impending segregation of the Canadi-
an Pacific steamship assets are neith-
er admitted nor denied by the com-
pany’s ‘officiais here, but the opinion
that it would improve the value of
Canadian Pacific stock is in yester-
day's rise of ome and three-eighths,
while the American issues fell,

SIS BAEAD AND GOl
DEALERS NOT REPRESENTED

London, Jan. 17.—Commenting upon
the rise in the prices of foodstuffs,
Reynolds® Newspaper declares that the
experts say that the prices will con-

tinue to rise until they reach a point
where the consumers will refuse to
pay them. In urging action by the
government against any  monopoly
which exists in necessities of life, the
newspaper points out that the advisory
committee of the retall trader ap-
pointed by the government in August
had representatives of neither the
bread nor the coal trades. It demands
that these diti d
on the committee.

fes repr

BORN.
AR AN AAAANAAAN A
SINCLAIR—On January 17, to the wife
of John A. Sinclair, a son.

DIED.

BAIRD—In this city on the 17th inst.,
Isabel M., youngest daughter of
John R. and the late Sarah Baird,
aged three years and five months,
leaving a father, two brothers and
one sister,

Funeral Monday, at 2.30 p. m,, from
the residence of Mr. W, 7T, Case, 34
Exmouth street. Friends and ac-
quaintances invited to attend
(Newfotindlamd papers please copy.)

TAPLEY—On the 16th inst, at 60
Douglas avenue, Kimball C. Tapley,
leaving one sister and two brothers
to mourn their loss,

Notice of funeral hereafter,

McMULLIN.—~In this ecity, on l(-‘
inst, Adelaide (Ada) wife of John
H. McMullin,

Funeral from Fitzpatrick’s Undertak-
ing Rooms today Monday at 2.30
o'clock. Friends invited to attend.

WALLACE—At Milford, on 17th inst.,
Margaret, widow of John Wallace,
aged 73 years, leaving“one daught-
er to mourn. (Montreal and Monc-
ton papers please copy.)

Funeral on Tuesday afternoon at 2.30
o'clock from the residence of her
son-in-iaw, Robert Carrier, Milford.

LEE—In this city on the 18th inst.,
Jameg Lee, leaving six daughters
to mourn.

Funeral from his late residence, 26
Richmond street Wednesday after~
noon at 2.30 o'clock.
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OPERA HOUSE
‘[0"'““’ Tue.-Wed.

Wed. Matinee

YOUNG-ADAMS

COMPANY
In the Best of Comedy Dramas

“THE GREAT JOHN
GANTON”

6 GOOD VAUDEVILLE FEATURES

1 NIGHTS - 10-20-30c
P(Is MATINEES . 10-20c
SEATS NOW ON SALE
Phone 1363 .
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Oper;tion Decided On
As Only Means of Relief

But the Writer of This Letter Resolved to Try Dr. Chase’s
Ointment First and Was Cured.
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