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Inddeiother hoys he envious when they told them of it ! „ Here 
they were in the woods with'a real, live bear !

"Kissay me !" commanded the little man with the black 
eyes and moustache; and the bear stopped dancng,' and 
laying his gieat p
muzzle 1 mouth against his master’s cheek.

“Can he climb a tree asked Owen.

Pat mak" h tink he back in de woods by Rebeck,

This he laid up against the crotch of the tiee, and 
when the "bear" came to the bushes,' howling like no ani­
mal that ever hved, he mi for the big oak and Нашім ied 
the crotch just as Hal rewçhed the foot of the tier

"Well, ooys, if you have fmislied that game, 1 think it іч 
time for us to go "

The Voice of authority was heard for the first time that 
happy day, but it was quickly obeyed, and soon the little 
party—tired but noisy si ill—with laughter, singing and 
shouting, was retreating along the road, through the sol­
emn, stately evergreens. So much engaged were they with 
the memories of the events of the day, that they did not « b- 
Serve a great, rough, black haired animal that turned of! 
from the ri ad as they approached and bounded away crash­
ing through the dark wood*.

They had got out of the grove but a - little way when 
Burton stof ped suddenly and clapped his hand to his fore-

The Prairie Boys' Picnic.
BY Ji nsoN KKMI'TON*.

Five bttle boys ami one who would" object to bring
called tittle, now that he was twelve years old, were walk­
ing side by side along the grassy road through Arnold’s 

\ woman's voice calling had summoned them to

the man's shoulders, he poked his

dinner, and they came, hurrying from different parts of 
what seemed to them a beautiful forest

"Him lak clam deThe man smiled "Oui
spruce. 
-Canada vv"Say. boxs !" cried the one who joined them last, "artn't 

we lui\mg a great time today ! Tell you !"
The others responded s.) rapidly it was bai il to tell just 

who was talking
“1 s-b-o uTd say so !"
"This is the b e s t picnic.
"1 womtei why we nexer « one bert4 before ~ It ■ lot 

umre fun than down the livei where vv. generally go 
you know. Buit "

Of course Burt M.11 kay. being twelve years oltl while the 
others were only time and ten. was supposed to kii \\ And 
lie did

%
The Fienchma'u letl the bear to a straight, limbless 

spruce that was marked for a telegiaph pole, aud, cried, 
"Л < end.1 x. bear ! In a moment the bear was up so far 
that tin- keeper could just reach the end of the chain, which 
lie evidently feared to let go Indeed, for a few minutes it 
scorned to the boys lie was alarmed lest beslmuld get away, 
but a !exx sliaip pulls on the ring in the animal s snout 
bo 'light bun to i-arth again The Frenchman then fastened 
the be.11 їм tie tree by xxiiuling the chain about its base 
ami ii.ipp lig a < la%p into ne link, and taking oil bis nip, 
Ik appro 1 lied the hois for a collection 

'•XIV, Mi'll--,' said Burton, "we’re оту 
peimic oat In 1 - . but we’d be glad *o have you take dinner 
with us "

I lu- Irai lv i|M-r xv.is vi-rv pobh . with mam bo xx > to the 
tr.H li : xvlo ■ xx- is ці є 11 ! x- aimi • d at II the box s bad dum . 
and xx 1 і l\ let Hi m eu|i'iv thru dav 41 their own fashion, he 
took oil his cap and 

I|p xva-- evidently 
samtwu h as d tic
and talked liki

IV.

"Boys," lie said, "Kv^Torgotirn my lunch basket and it 
has been my bttle axe in it. I wouldn’t cate, only for the 
axe, but I wouldn't lose that. I must go back "and gM it.

“Sha’n’t I go with you ?" said the teacher.
"Oh, no, thank you,” said Burton, starting to run "you 

all go on, I won’t be ten minu’es. I’m not afraid of rab­
bits !" And he had already disappeared in the little woods

■>
"Why, M Vfnolil is very part 11 ubir al out In- £n-v ' .-ml 

lie won’t often allow boys m here, but our tearlub .1 o 
lation of his, and sin* promised we wouldn't set 
aux tinny I heard my father sav this timber 1 worth 
don't how many thousand dollars.. Mr Arnold 
himself twentv-five \. ars ago. anil I «.- woulibi t J« < I 
ПІ1Є, I guess, if Willie fellows were t<> gel ill her*4 
and start a fin- md hut 11 it all up

Гін- w-ods. or grove, m which Miss Arnold w .is giving
limit

haven't any

I

"W ' ll,” said Mis. Arnold, joining the other boy* and 
moving on towards town, “I suppose there is nothing to 
hurt him, and it is getting la’e."

As Burton re-entered the woods alone, they seemed cold­
er and g loonier than t-hey had been when the other boys 

' had been with him. He stopped, and thought of retreat­
ing; the trees, to. this prairie hoy, looked so dark and still. 
But this was only for a moment. Burton was far from be­
ing a coward. He started up ,, whistling tune, kept domn 
an impulse to run, thrust his hands in his pocke's and 
marched straight ahead, looking up at some < rows 
that were (lying across the long, narrow strip of 
blue sky that stretched above the tree tops. In - five min­
utes he was hack to the little knoll with the liât rock and 
big oaks, and there by the, oak with the crotch, in which 
was still resting his ladder, was his lunch basket with his 
little axe in it, and some butter, cake and jelly, all care­
fully wrapped up in pa|*er, as Miss Arnold had fixed it for

t< d bun elf among the boy.-.
x, піні disposed of sahdw ch after 

ill been only wafers; but lie laughed 
anv buy, md answered .11 the qurs-lie 1 little fi irmls they іоццюЦЧІ het Sim dav 

'
nc 1 . • - 1 - ; -1 11 - ; ■ md
wlnelsrvrt way mi# In, knl. tin- two all apj«rated m rows, ^ 
about fou# fret apart With the « v. eptmn <>f a frxx bug* 

aà» til 't >1<«чІ on .1 knoll m the middle of the little 
woods ill tin* tu c I) ul been art

la

Imns that p.nired 011 htm b-»m hi: inquisitive entertainers 
What wii-. Ins 1 lame I low old was tin* lx-. 11 ’ WhQii was

Did they kill the oltlWho 1 aught biiii* caught 
mother beat

Courteau, and lie describedHis name, In- said, was Jr
ll\ d-laiif" d nul how. six years ago. be himself bad trapped a great sbe-beai

III tin* ftnests of 11,1» ted «d mm g, e and in '-’jimii thiM fa»t growing trees 
Mr Arnold 11,fd cut,the p*»les a lilt pills Used oil Ins large 

aim ami bom tins woodtot, the only оце Ц miles

One of the cubsatla, near bis liomv
I le ti ul trained it to dohe succeeded in capturing alive, 

tricks, and, when bis wile di d. lie left home to travel withI" 1
around, In* b id liievvisc supjib.il tin- fainiris of . wide sec 
1»oii of lounti > I liese Imys li ul gioxyji up to. the .age of 
nine In txv« Iv wit lion t ever having мчи .my other hit of 
forest, .in l oui x oh lau* o • avions had ilu-\ v entured here -

it, to make soiii'- money which be wanted very badly. For 
some leason the boys halted in theii questions when the 
Frenchman told them that. They wanted to know why 
lie Was trying to earn "tie fa eg money," but something 
warned them that here was :t secret' which he might notNo xvtHidei lins bttle jjiciih w .is .1 treat to th< in 

Jtmpuc і
« tu* її II.il I.Hikii k«'t j-lined him and poked at the hole a 
few munîtes, they ilisvovrinl that m it was a nest,contain 
mg at le.ist Ьan little ones Opte of these Hal had been 
fortunate

[•la'll had eh.i»rd a 1,dibit to bis hole, and wish to tel’.
. For a minute or two then* was silence, during which the 

beat-Lee j«*r : <4 mvd to be in a reverie; theii, looking uj>, be 
smiled and said " You boys mak" me link my own lee tie 
Baterse, lie jes' so hjg .is dees boy, and be laid bis Ivuvl 
on Bui ton. "I gif been good rdneassion, 
year, if 1 win de bet* g money. 1 sen' I teem away de ( iratule 
I igue s< ltool. I ten, w en lu* de bevg man wit' tie тонн 
tache, ht not be lak me —train . trainji, trump, wit dr

Picking up the basket and swinging it on his arm. feel­
ing tatter m Ins mind, he stalled again for,li me, Wontler- 
uig if he could catch up to the boy* їм*foie they had got to 
the village He luid gone about a bundled Steps when* he 
saw Houiethiiig that м-nl bis lirait into lit* tlne.it and made 
him feel as weak as water I here m the nisd l «-lure him, 
and not twenty fret a wav was я gieat hla. k lirai, standing 
still and -*mllung will» h** ugly new „ In * ms .aid his heart, 
which hud seen uni to stop, Iwgan to thump as if 11 would 
bleak out of III* 1 lies’ lot it м-ете.I well up Щ hi* Itooat 

- ami the blood tinged to hi* very tor* and linger ti|«* In 
relating it nftei ward he said be fell a* il Ire was all gi t*|l. 

lb- turned and ran for the h> tie ,
< ilniii nig hack over In shouhler. I>e saw that the b#«i 

was foMowmg In example, and what wa* worse follow 
• ng him ? і ike a gieat dog, the l»«i low. r#d ht* Head 
in ob a b xx ІН lid -ml . Ski ' • I,. - U «
that hr vindd heat the brute * siiullmg breath and a low 
«making imise be made with ht» mouth

-ugt to і ali It, and he sjieiit tin* test of •the 
day vaiHull •* guarding its escape Horace Hughes had 
found an -id lioiuet n neit as big as a tin pail, aiul,,bÿ cut­
ting ofl the limb to which it was fastened. In* secured it, 
without bieakmg it. Tor bis museum in the woodshed, 
t ’wen Mills and the teacher had grtoe together, both being 
bud eiiibu'i.ixts. and since leaving 1 tonic had counted 
twenty seven vidaient v ariettes that they had sighted.

4>iuuci w.is now tin «.filer <d the day, ami, on a large, 
k, on the top <d the knoll by the big trees. Miss 

Arnold hud spread a cloth and set out a sumptuous lunch 
Bread ami but'er. bum and chicken sandwiches, more jiies 
than Ih»v*x. biMUits, cakes, preserves —a feast’trufy. that was 
tu keejotig with the great lime the Imys were having.

A tios>mud, noi often used .md overgrown with grass, 
reu through the grove close by the flat rock and the big

As the boys ,wnIt tied the dark, little, man and the black 
bear start oil their journey again toward tovvu.it may 
be that they realized .1 little more limit evn befon* why it 
was-important to go t<> scIttHd and to study hard, and it 
may be, too, that their sympathies wnr a little widened a 
the ttuth came t.• them that а prison may have .< iiobl 
ambition no matter how humble, or even funny, hi*. Calling 
may l>e; but of these thoughts no one sjiokr

Instead,"while Miss Arnold was galhei mg up the 1 email», 
of the feast and putting the dishes in the liaskrts, the (toys 
were і discussing whttt each would do if * real, wild -.hear 
should come rushing through the vvoihF ami liiake for them 

■ aid Jimmy

flat *

:i h# K*1'’ • ft) that xxhalf * 
jirayer, mid. fairly flvmg foi the big tree which 
few yards distant, nt the stitmr time he dropjied h» luruh 
basket, which, up to this moment he had carried uncon 
sciously on his arm.

That was what saved him

‘Mith Aiiud . aje dry any hears in dis big woods ?" 
asked Owen Mile»' little brother., who had come to -1 be ріс­
ші hugely because he refused to remain peacably at home. 
Ituidl.v had Uu teat her answered smilingly. "Oh, no, 
deal or tin derisive laughter of t* e big buys ceased, be­
fore the baby ь eye> bulged out, and he stood erect anti 
point, d toward the gia-s \ load with great excitement.

look' Look ! Here is a bear, an' dere he

"I'd climb a tree."
"Aw, climb a tree 

would that do uni
"Yes," said Jimmy, "but Id climb that little one that 

isn't strong enough to hold a I«nu
"Yes, an' don't you know what he'd do 

that litt'e Vec .1 toupie of shakes with hi' paw an' you'd 
tlrop out'11 it like a ri|»t* npp't* right into his mouth !"

asticftllj "what good 
Couldn't the beai і limb, too5"
said Hal.

I lie hear turned completely 
Like a big jijg, he 

rooted the contents out of the basket with his snout. He 
licked up half a pound of butter as if it had been a drop 
of cream. He licked a glass of jelly absolutely clean be 
fore he passed it by for a couple of pieces of chocolate cake, 
nicely frosted, which afforded him so much satisfaction that 
he stuck his nose in the air and shut his little black eyes 
while he reduced it to pulp and rolled it down his throat.

The greater part of all th:s Burton had anxiously viewed 
from his supposedly safe retreat in the crotch of the big 
oak, into which he had climbed in less than two seconds, 
throwing his ladder down behind him.

! around, to go hack afti r the basket

I le'd just give

All luukc-.l wh. it hr pointed, and there, sure enough, was 
.1 tug bl.i k"lx -і і oiiiing towards them, but muzzled and 
kd by a chain In a sma1 h dark-looking man. Dinner, for 
Um* ричачі’, was' f' ig.'ttcii The "baby" and several of the 
smatki bv>> ,wci- ready te run, but th- teacher told them 
the beai wxiuld її-.t hurt them, and Burton, who had been 
to Chicago twice, suivi : "Wot s the matter with you 
knl» r Scared « І a tame beai ' Come ou; let’s have some

"Well, what would you do ?" said Jimmy, easily beaten.
"I'd jvst* lay down, an' hold my breath !"
At this Burton laughed, and the other boys whooped.
"Well, 1 guess l was read і u’ ’he other day about, a man 

that did that, and the bear jest came along an’ sniffed at 
him, and thought he was dead, an’ went off an’ left him be!" 
said Hal, resentfully.

"What would you do, Burt and all looked to Burton 
with the respect that a small boy has for one a little older.

Burton pointed to the big oak. I'd climb that tree," he

More leisurely now the bear approached the tree. Stand­
ing on his hind legs, he stretched up. but wa> unable to 
reach the crotch where the first great branch left the 
tree trunk. As the huge, black head came up to within a 
few feet of the boy, Burton observed that there

Tin little, dark man now 'topped with the bear and 
piotxedetl t«» give ait entertainment.

*’Vp, beat he cried. and tin* gi. at, black brute 
hi> hmd iect. .looking to the boy* nearly twice as high as
tin* man

"Dansaу. hear !

It's too big for the bear to get lus jiaws around, ami
I don't believe he could climb it."

rose on
was a ring

in the snout, and to the ring was suspended a long, steel 
chain ending with a clasp. Then the truth, which at first 
he had not thought of, dawned on the boy; it, was the 
Frenchman's bear. With tin- thought a jvart of the fear 
left him the paralyzing рам and his wits began to work.

"Dansay, beai lie t ried, but tin ltear only looked at 
him the 1 russfj

But you couldn’t either,” said Hal; -"the crotlich is nine 
or ten feet from the ground."

"Web,now," said Burton,“Let's play that you’re the bear; 
you go down the road and conn* back at us, and wj'II run."

S » tin* new game was startl'd with a- shout While Hal, 
as the bear, was gone and was prowling around th ­
ing the buys. Burton took his little woodman’s axe, of

"A ling tung lung, 
l a la loo li ay !"

And. as the keej. r sang a high, funny song which Hal 
imitated aftvi ward in the >. Ігім.і yard ax above, the b«*ar, 
with tri» fore paws hanging down, begun an awkward

Lluv bovs shout
mixf. opening his bps, he showed his sliarj», 

M that sight Burt shrank back several feetdaucf. eliding about his musical keeper, 
**J, What fuu'-1 This was tin- best of. all

which In* was very proud, and trimmed. uji a small - pi ut *• 
leaving the branches about six

ugly teeth
Wouldn’t the tlu* great limb of І їм* tierlies long to serve as .1 I he lieai dropped to the


