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which tells the length of the longest day in several
At Stockholm, Sweden; it is eighteen and a half hours
hmgpit'unbergen, the longest day is three and one-half

mon!

At Loundon, England, and Bremen, Prussia, the longest
day and one-half hours,

At Hamburg, Germsny, and Dantzic, in Prussia, the

day has seventeen hours.

At Wardbury, Norway. the longest day lasts from May
18t to July 21et, without interruption,

At 8t. Petersburg, Russia, and Toboisk, Siberia, the
longest day is nineteen hours, ard the shortest five

At 'i‘ornu. Finland, Jane 218t brings a day twenty-two
}Iw‘!‘:hlon(. and Christmas one less than three honrs in
ength.

At New York the longest day is about fifteen hours
and at Montreal, Canada, it is theen hours.—Ex,

P
Little Joe.

Down in a cellar, damp and drear,

Where never once the sun shone in
With blessed cheer,

Amid deep sorrow, want and sin,

A little one whom angels kept,
Lay still and slept.

** Wake me,'" he said, * when it shall rige
The star, you know, that is so bright

It lights the skies
And makes it day whete all was night ;
To hear abotit it, as yoti tell,

Makes me most well.”

' Vs, yos, child, I'll be back in time,
You'll see the star ere yet the bells
Begin to chime ;
But when the angel music swells,
And gates of heaven open wide,
3 Don’t alip inside,

‘' I must away, the Christ child keep
My treasure while, for his sweet sake,
For ald 1 seek ;
How many hearts as mine will break
With cold 4 ir, and want, and fear,
For Christthas cheer "
L] - . - . - -
'* "Tis Christuing eve, and everywhete
A sen of joy and beauty shites,
And not a care
Waits od the night, her teeming lines,
Lead forth the countless shining bands,
Gindling all lands,”
So sang the chorts, anthem sweet,
That rose into the mighty dome,
Aud hushed the street ;
The merchant in his princely home,
On nddlalo his treasure bent, B
ves warm assent,

The maiden lifts ber fair young face,
* And softly whispers, ** How divine [
§ E'en while a trace
Of falling tears blots ont the line—
'* The heart of desolation sighs
'Neath Christmas skies.”

Beside the grand Cathedral door
A bent form, prematurely old,
lcg:u it o'er,—
‘* A sea of beauty, but—so cold "
/ And the care-free night |—*' how glowing
Is their showing 1"

** But where little Joe lies dying,
In the dark, alone with sorrow,
Ever trying
Some new grace from pain to borrow,
There, surely night and care are one
Beneath the sun."’

** Christmas eve | the world rejoices, 3
Full, careless as the careless strain, L
The glad voices ,}
Are trilling in the holy fane ; &
= They will not miss, they do not know, =
My little Joe.”

The chimes are rung, the star is set,

But little Joe has slipped away ;
And vo regret

Can chill the mother heart to-day,

For she has met the angel throng,
And gone along.

—Selected.

R
Christmas Everywhere.
BY PHILLIPS BROOKS.

Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas to-night !
Christmas in lacds of the fir tree and pine, 3
Christmas in lands of the palm tree and vine,
Christmss where snow peaks stand solemn and white,
Christmas where cornfields lie sunny and bright !

Christmas where children are hopeful and gay,
Christmas where old men are patient and gray,
Christmas where peace like a dove in his flight
Broods o'er brave men in the thick of the fight ;
Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas to-night.

For the Christ-child who comes is the Master of all ;
No palace too great and no cottage too small.

The nqeh who welcome him sing from the height,
In the ** City of David” a King in his might ;
Rverywhere, everywhere, Christmas to-night.

Then let every heart keep ita Christmas within,

Christ’s pity for sorrow. Christ's hatred of sin,

Christ's care for the weakest, Christ’s courage for right,
Chrlst’s dread of the darkuvess, Christ’s love of the light ;
Everywhere, everywhete, Christmas to-night.

the stars of the midnight which compass ue ronnd
see & strange glory and hear a sweet sound
And cry, ' Look | earth s aflame with delight

O sone of the morning, rejoice at the sight !
Rverywhere, everywhere, Christmas to-night.
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Prayer Meeting Topic—December 30.

Nnmberindg our days. Pl:ll,: 90: 12

We shonld not 80 number our days as to make this life
on earth the only life we have e s to be regarded’
and prized not for the harvest we may reap, but for the
seed-sowing that it enables us todo. ~ Rart ly life is not
a unit; it is only a minute fraction of a unit. For the
unit of being is so large that it has in it all opportunity,
all jon, albachie , and all durati

The way, therefore, to number our days is not to so
oumber them that they seem to include the results of
our lives, but 80 to number them that they seem to in-
citide simply the beginning of our lives. Ounr days will
bribg to us stepping stones which will lead us up to the
threshold of a nobler life, nobler in its opportunities,

ions, and the ch of ite joy.

Wisdom suggests the r application of facte, the
right use ot kbowledge, the correct direction of our
faculties  Your greatest responsibility is yourself. The
gravest chuf you have to keep is the cha of your
own soul ife weaves us into the fabric 3' ety
We are knitted and knotted with other lives But death

unthreads us from our connections. In the last da: you
will be responsible for y If. The blunders of life do
fiot kill, God is slways eager.to give us ome more
chande,
N o N8
The Kingdom of God.

XI. The Consummation of the Kingdom eof God.

(Part 2. In history ),

The purp se of this study is to examine the question
which 1s so {requently saked and so differently answered,
‘' 1o the world growing better ' or to put it in another
way, Is the Kingdom of God making any progress to-
wards its glorions consummation as outlined in our last
study ! Does the history of the world, and of the church
in particular, warrant the conclusion so finely put by
Tennyson {—

" Yet I doubt not through the ages
One increasing purpose runs,
And the thoughts of men are widened
With the roeau of the suns,"”’
so that the tiian of faith may a 1to that history as
confirming his faith, and on the of the knowledge
obtained build a larger faith ?

We find men who give this question the answer ** no."
Men were saying no in thie day when the author of
Ecclesiastes lived, and his reply to them was (Eccl.
7 i 10),—‘ Say not thou, What is the camse that the
former days were better thau thes¢? for thou dost not
inquire wisely comcerning this.”” On the other hand
there are those who answer this question with a ** yes ;"
who believe that God is not going to be defeated in his
gracious purposes for the world, and that his truth is
mighty and shall prevail We confess to belon"l‘ to
this latter class, and confidently believe that our ':g is
abundantly justified by the progress of the Kingdom of
God through the ages.

If you w.ll recall the second study you will remember
that we spoke of three spheres in which the kingdom
was to be manifested and established, viz :— .

1. The individnal.

2. The home or family.

3. The state.

Naturally our inquiry in this study would lead nato
ey heilier the St had b h

g ught to these
spheres any -betterment, and in what way. In other
words has the Kingdom of God done anything for the
individual ? for the family ? for the state ?

1. Asres the individual,

The kingdom has done so much for the individual
that we hardly kihow where to begin or what to mention.
Think of

a. - His redemption.

b. His ideal.

¢, His hope.

d. His motive power,
¢. His freedom:

The gospel of the kingdom is preéminently the gospel
of man and for man. It takes in all men (John 3 :16.
ITim, 2:4. 2 Peter 3:9;) it leaves out none. Andby
taking hold of the life ‘at its most vital points, it helps
men to realize th ives, their misel Mdc‘h‘g.

ChHst didn't free any slaves, yet the of the
kingdom has fr ed the slave in Eng S 3
and in Russia, The gospel has no word about prohibi-
tion in mn:lnn in \;hleh we understand it, yet the
principles of the gospel at work among men are p-

ling with the mighty evil of { P and lng

emon Rum harder and harder to his death. What
known as the temp f is three-
quarters of a century old, and yet within fhat time there
has been & mighty jon in the thought and senti-
ment of agreat host of people eonc«nh%htempemce.
both within and without- the chprch. en the Sav-
iour was born the manly maxim was, “a man's a wolf to
a man he does not know."”
dom placed its principle of neighborly love. The his-
tory of the nineteen Christian centuties is the history of
the struggle between these two principles. The prin-
ciple of the kingdom is surely gaining the day. :

The King by tabernacling in our humanity declared
the digoity and sipreme worth of man, lhon*h he was
far astray from God, lost in the whirling rapids of sin.
Under the gracious influence of the Son Man the
world has been losivg its ferocity, and has been be-
coming more and more considerate and humane both in
its thought and its activity concerning max. The
growth of this h t is wi to in many
ways, among which we msy mention the following :—

a . 'The blishing cAtatile Tabtttutions, ench sk
orphanages, homes for foundlings, etc.
. Prison reforms,
Hospitals,
Educational institutions.
More h thods of

SN

fare ; and the use of

Over nst that the king-

arbitratiott in the settling of international dispates in-
stead of an appeal to arms,

/. In the breakfs, ur of the slave trade, and. the
abolishing of slavery Fnel .

£ Inthe sacredness of human life. -

. Especially in the missi y enterprises of the
past century. e forces, which the nissiovary impulee
of the last century bas set in motion, have not yet
brought forth their aburdant harvest ; nevertheless
31'-( and mighty changes bave taken place in beatben-

om, and we believe that even greater and -h.w
changes areto occur. The Lord has done and is
great things for us, for man, whereof we are glad.

2. Asrespects the family. <

It wi.l be readily admitted that the Jewish home was
by far the best in' antiquity. Vet the Jews tolerated
rolyglmy. and woman': position in Jewry was far from

desl. Christ gave new sanctity to the home,
in his doctrine of husband and wife ( Matt. 19: 3-18; 8=
27-32), and forever exalts woman to her proper place in
the world’s life. Itisa recognized fact that it is the
gospel of Christ that hes’given woman her place and
mission in the world: and wherever the gospel
goes woman has been elevated and b d;
and wherever this has occurred the home has
been made more sacred. We have only to glance
into the history of missions in order to see how
trie this is. In this connection it is significant that the
law of chastity which Christ rodli sa the law of his
kingdom bears directly and indirectly ngo-thn home.

If any one doubts the influence which Christianity has
bad in making the home what it is in Christian lands, let
him read the bistory of the early times, or the records of

countries even to-day. Was it in Babylon, or im
ﬂ pt, in Greece, or in Rome that marrisge was sacred
and woman honored? 1Is it in China, or in Japan, in
Indis, or in the isles of the Pacific that the home is
blessed, and the mother's infl the t, nobl

therein? Ah! we know how it is, only too well.

t is only where the Christ bas come with bis lofty
standard of marriage and chastity, with his ideal for
hood and hood that the home approaches the
end for which it was instituted by the Creator. In
Christian lands even those who refuse to acknowledge
Jesus as their Lord, are nevertheless dominated in some
measure with his thought about the home life. It is
Christ who fills our bome with blessings,) who makes
them Christian. Let us give him the l,bor and the
‘k;’ As respects the nation or the statg!

Certainly whatever Christianity hay done for the in-
dividual and for the family, it has’also done for the
state, %

The student of constitutional history will discover that
the governments of the w rld. especially of those peoples
where Christianity has been aggress've, have made grest
changes in the past nineteen centuries. The anciemt

ments were despotic. The rulers were absolute in
authority. They held the power of life and death in
their hands. The doctrine of the deification of the
em| in the time of the Cicsars appeared. in & modi-
ﬂ«* form to be sure, in toe theory of Losis XIV, “Iam
the state ;" and also in the dogma of the Stuaris of ** the
divine r:fht of kings.” But during these centuries the
leaven of the gospel of humanit; was working and the
people were coming to a different conviction muetnh‘s
rulers and governments, The democratic tendencies
the xgth century are but the fruitage of the leaven of the
kingdom of God. This democratic spirit has given the
world a new fon of nationality and g

Along with this democratic movement has grown up &

new ideal of national life as a moral personality with

i of depend upon God. We are told
that when Mr. Lincoln becsme president of the United
States 'he ceased to be indifferent to religion and passed
into a devout belief in the mysterious control of the
destiny of the nation !7 & sovereign, omnipotent hand.”
And in the noble life of Queen Victoria, nothing is more
beantiful than her devout reliance upon God and her
deep sense of responsibility to him for the exercise of the
royal power.

Another element in the idea of national life which may
be traced to the influence of the Kingdom of God on the
nations, is that of a mld?n, a deniny.u“ The Churist-

rit moving among a people blish
of a divine destiny, or lmn please of a divine election.
But the doctrine of election as held.
nation puts in what the Jews were contindally leaving
out, viz,—that in them shall all the oiher nations of the
earth be blessed. A nation can’t be Christian and be

any more than an individual can. The nations
as well as individuals are learning more and more that
they can not be a wolf to their nd’hha. or to the strang-
er. Thus we are learning human brother-
hood. This growth has been partly in, and partly out of
the church, partly due to, and partly ia opposition to the
church. Butin all cases the solid progress which bas
been made is due, and can be abundantly shown to be
due, to the presence of the Spirit of Christ in the world.

In spite of lﬂnunt reverses and counter influences that
lplr{: is, we believe, moving steadily on to final vi %X
(Cf Rev. 11:15.)

After all the question as to whether the world is grow-
ing hetter is an individual one. Am\ I, arelvou,3
better ) that is, are we growing into the likeness of the
King; manifesting his spirit in the world? ¥\
friends, let us answer the question, ar welove' ¢
pray, ' Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done inthe
earth, even as it is in heaven.”

NorR. There are four books which I woul
to mention as helpfu In this important
They are :—

Bruce; The Kingdom of God.

Gulick; The Growth of the Kingdom of God.

Dorchester; Problem of Religiqge Progress. (Rev. Bd

Dennis; Christian Missions "and %odd Prcj
(Vols. I and 1I now out.)

The first will aid ?. i:‘ nudont:::h. the
h-:hlz congerning t ngdom; others, will
a’: conceptions of the work which the §
"has been, and still is, doing-in the world.”

R




