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te^s the length of the longest day In several

At Stockholm, Sweden і It is eighteen and a half hours
in length.

In Spitxenbergea, the longest day is three and one-half Ипт*л. >, ^
Ю<*» л т> 1 л ah ’ і ii 1 лі '1 ' Snow*. arbitration in the settling of international diapntee ln-

At London, England, and Bremen, Prussia, the longest All communications for this department should be stead of an appeal to arms.
“I* « andone-hilf hours. f*“ttoRev.J.W. Brown, Havelock, N.B., and must be / In the breaking up of the slave trade, and the
, At Hamburg, Germany, and Dantzic, in Prussia, the bis hands at least one week before the date of publlca- abolishing of slavery itself.

A»eÜdJ5L?âe *ventcen h°u1re- lloD- f In the sacredness of human life.
• І0Пв^1 day lasts from May Л Л Л *- Especially in the missionary enterprises of the
1 ж**» » ,2Iet^_w*thî,llt interruption. Prayer Meeting Topic—December ЗО. P*"1 century. The forces, which the n issiooary impulse

A ***bu№ Russie, and Tobolsk, Siberia, the Numbering our days. Psaim 90: 12 of the last century has set in motion, have not yet
ogest day is nineteen hours, ard the shortest five We should not so number our days as to make this life brought forth their abundant harvest ; nevertheless
afvw-— v , . on earth the only life we have Time Is to be regarded *reet and mighty changes have taken place in

1 j ІЙ'/*10* 3let brings * day twenty-two and prized not for the harvest we may reap, but for the «om» *od we believe that even greater and
wî. 00*' “d Chriatm*a ODe !«*• than three hours in seed-sowing that it enables us to do. Earthly life is not changes are to occur. The Lord hes done and is

A» Su_ v—1. 4. , » unit; it is only a minute fraction of a unit. For the ***** things for us, for man, whereof
.wt.V?. У , l5* longest dav is about fifteen hours unit of being is so large that it has in it all opportunity, 2- Ae respects the family.
and at Montreal, Canada, it is sixteen hours.—Ex. all occasion, alkachievements, and all duration. It wi.l be readily admitted that the Jewish home wee

The way, therefore, to number our days is not to so hy far the best in antiquity. Yet the Jews tolerated 
number them that they seem to include the résulta of polygamy, and woman’» position in Jewry was far from 
eur live*, but so to number them that they eeem to in- Ideal. Christ gave new sanctity to the home, especially 
ci tide simply the beginning of our lives. Our days will in hie doctrine of husband and wife ( Matt. 19: 3-13 ; & 
bring to ue stepping stones which will lesd ns np to the 27-3»). »nd forever exalte woman to her proper place to 
threshold of a nobler life, nobler in its opportunities, the world's life. It is a recognized fact that it la the
occasion*, and the character of its joy. gospel of Christ that has'given woman her place sad

Wisdom suggests the proper application of facts, the mi""ton in the world : and wherever the gospel 
right use of knowledge, the correct direction of our i°** woman has been elevated and honored; 
faculties Your greatest responsibility is yourself. The end wherever this has occurred the home bee 
gravest charge vou have to keep is the charge of your been mede mor* "acred. We have only to glanes 
own soul Life weaves ns into the fabric of society. *nl° history of missions in order to ses bow 
We are knitted and knotted with other lives But death trae lhi" In this connection it is significant that the 
unthreads us from our connections. In the last day you °* chastity which Christ proclaimed aa the law of bin 
will be responsible for yourself. The blunders of lue do kingdom bears directly and indirectly upon the home, 
hot kill. God ie always eager to give ua one more If any one double the influence which Christianity bee 
chaude. had in making the home what it is in Christian lands, let

ù Л Л Л him read the history of the early times, or the records of
The Kingdom of God. P*i*n countries even to-day. Was it in Babylon, or in

XI The Consummation of the Kingdom ef God. EK>pt, in Greece, or in Rome that marriage was sacred
(Part 2. In history ). and woman honored ? Is it in China, or in Japan, In

The purp ee of this study ie to examine the question Ind**. in the isles of the Pacific that the home Ie 
which la so frequently asked and eo differently answered, blessed, and the mother's influence the sweetest, noblest 
" la the world growing better ?" or to pet it in another P01"*1 therein ? Ah ! we know how it ie, only too well, 
way. Is the Kingdom of God making any program to- “ is only where the Christ bas come with hie lofty 

rde tie glorious consummation as outlined In our last "tandard of marriage and chastity, with his ideal foe 
study t ГЬеа the history of the world, end of the church «anhood and womanhood that the home approaches the 
In particular, warrant the conclusion so finely put by ead for wblch it was instituted by the Creator; In 
Tennyson Christian lands even those who refuse to acknowledge

Jeans aa their Lord, are nevertheless dominaied in 
measure with his thought about the home life. It Ie 
Christ who fills our home with blessings, who такеє 
them Christian. Let us give him the hghor
glory- /

3. As respects the nation or the stated 
Certainly whatever Christianity bag done for the in- 

has'also done for the
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Little Joe.

Down in a cellar, damp and drear,
Where never once the sun shone in 

With blessed cheer,
Amid deep sorrow, want and sin,
A little one whom angels kept,

Lay still and slept.
!* Wake me,’* he mid, " when It shall rise, 
The star, yon know, that is so bright 

It lights the skies
And makes it dav where all was night ;
To hear about it, aa you tell.

Makes me most well.'*
" Yea. ym, child. I'll be back in time. 
You’ll |ee the star ere yet the bells 

Begin to chime :
Bat when the angel muei 
And gates of heaven open 

Don’t slip inside.
" I *wey. the Christ child keep 
My treasure while, for his sweet sake,

For aid I seek ;
gjw many heart, м mine will break 
with cold despair and welt, and fear.

For Christinas cheer ?"
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ryee •»- “ Yet I donbt not through -the ages 
One lucres ting purpose runs,

And the thoughts of men are widened 
With the process of the suns," 

so that the man of faith may appeal to that history as 
confirming his faith, and on the basis of the knowledge 
obtained build a larger faith ?

We find men who give this question the answer " no." dividual and for the family, it 
Men were saving no in the day when the author of et^*’
Ecclesiastes lived, and his reply to them was (Bed. The student of constitutional history will discover that 
7 : 10),-" Say not thou, What la the cause that the governments of the w rid espedally of those peoples 
former days were better than theaé? for thou dost not where Christianity has been agerese’ve, have made great 
inquire wisely concerning this." On the other hand chang*e ln th« P»"t nineteen centuries. The ancient 
there are those who answer thb question with a " yea •” governments were despotic. The rulers were absolute in 
who believe that God is not going to be defeated in hie authority. They held the power of life and death in 
gracious purposes for the world, and that hie truth ia tbeir bands. The doctrine of the deification of the 
mighty and shall prevail We confess to belonging to emP*ror in the time of the Væsars appeared in a modi- 
this latter dam. and confidently believe that our faith ia fied ,orm to be sure, in tee theory of Lo^s XIV, " I am 
abundantly justified by the progrem of the Kingdom of lhe etsle !" *“d also in the dogma of the Stuarts of "the 
God through the ages. divine right of kings." Bnt during these centuries the

If you w.ll recall the second study you will remember lesven °* *Ь* g°"pel of humanity was working and the
that we spoke of three spheres in which the kingdom P*°Plc werc coming to s different conviction concerning 
was to be manifested and established, viz rulers and governments. The democratic tendencies of

1. The individual. the 10th century are but the fruitage of the leaven of the
2. The home or family. kingdom of God. This democratic spirit has given the
3. The state. world a new conception of nationality and government.
Naturally our inquiry in thie etudy would lead ua to "i,.h th!* democratic movement ha. grown up •
naider whether the kingdom hid brought to theae n,w ideil of national life aa a moral personality with the

spheres any betterment, end In whet way. In other conadonaneea of dependence upon God. We are told 
word! has the Kingdom of God done anything for the 16,1 when Mr- Lincoln became president of the United 
Individual ? for the fernlly > for the elite ? State* “he ceased to be lodlflerent to religion end pawed

i. Aa respecta the Individuel into e devout belief In the myeteriona control of the
The kingdom hes done eo much for the individuel d«*U»y of the nation by a acre reign, omnipotent hand."

that we hardly kfaow where to begin or whnt to mention. And J» *h' “>bl« H,« VictorU, nothing la aocn
Think of beautiful than her devout reliance upon God and her

a. ■ His redemption deep sense of responsibility to him for the exercise of the
b. His ideal. royal power.
c. His hope. Another element in the idea of national life which
d. His motive power 5 be traced to the influence of the-Kingdom of God œ the
e His freedotn nations, ie that of a mission, a destiny. The Christ-
The goepel of the kingdom la preeminently the gnepel "Pirtt moving «tong a people eatebliihea the conviction

of man and for man. It taken fn all men (John 3-rt. ? * jWw de«tiny, or 1 yon pleeeegt a divine Section. 
I Tim. a : 4. a Peter 3 :9:) it leave, out none. And by 8"‘ d<>otrine of election aa heU.bylhe Chrlatian 
taking hold of the life at lu moot vital poinU, It help* “Uo“ P°‘- "bat the Jew* were continually leaving 
men to realise themselves, their mlation, their dealing т^-tlutin them .ball all lhe «her nation* of the

ChHat didn't free any aUvee, yet the goq—1 of the eased. A nation can't be Christian and he
kingdom has fr ed the slave in England, ^America, «eUah any mtre than an Individual can. Th. nations 
and ln Rnaaia. The gospel has no word shout nrohibl- ** w*11 “ Individ ne la are learning more end more that 
tlon in the eenae In which we nnderaUnd It, >et the they can not be 1 wolf to their neighbor, oc totheeUang- 
princlpleeef th* goepel at work among men are mao- *r- Thu. we are learning human fellowship aad brocher- pling with the mighty evil of til temperance, and pnSlng bood- Thia growth ha. been partly in. and partly oat of 
demon Rum harder and harder to M. death. Xvhat it tbe ch°rcb' partly dne to. and partly In opposition to the 
known •• the temperance reform movement la three- !*"ch- »H cawre the solid program which baa
quarter, of a century old, and yet within that time there been m*d« *• due, end cm be abundantly dmwn to he 
ha. been » mighty revolution In the thought and senti- d”' P"*»” of lh= Spirit of Christ In the wecM.
ment of a great boat of people concerning temperance, ^/P* * °* *PP*"nt -cver.ee end counter inflnencen that 
both within end without the chprch. When the Sav- ?£*/""• we believe, moving steadily on to final victory, 
lour was born the manly maxim was, “n man's 1 wolf to (CrKrvll: 15 )
a man he doc. not know." Orer against that the king- . After all the qoMtion e. to whether the world togrow- 
dom pieced iu principle of neighborly love. The hie-' ta,*n individMl Am I are you.tgrowing
tory of the nineteen Chrietlen centnriea l. the Malory of be.tl!iWt*1 '*• ,'r',we ‘be Hkenem of the
the atruggle between these two principle.. The prin- m.nileetlng Ma aplr t ln the world ? Young

friends, let us answer the question, at weTove Christiana 
Thy will be done in the

1 lTl" Cfirietnies eve, end everywhere 
A see of joy end beauty shines,

Rnd not • cere 
Waits on the night, her teeming Hues, 
!<eed forth the countless shining bands, 

Olrtliing all lands."
80 eang the Chorus, anthem sweet,
That rose into the mighty dome,

And hushed the street ;
The merchant in his princely home,
On adding to his treasure bent,

Gives warm assent.
The maiden lifts her fair yonng face,

* And softly whispers, " How divine !” 
E'en while a trace 

Of falling tears blots out the line—
11 The heart of desolation sighs

'Neath Christmas skies."
Beside the grand Cathedral door 
A bent form, prematurely old,

Repeats it o’er,—
" A sea of beauty, bnt—so cold !"
And the care-free night !—" how glowing 

Is their showing !"
" But where little Joe lies dying,
In the dark, alone with sorrow,

Ever trying
Some new grace from pain to borrow, 
There, surely night and care are one 

Beneath the sun.''
11 Christmas eve ! the world rejoices,
Full, careless as the careless strain,

The glsd voices 
Are trilling in the holy fane ;
They will not miss, they 

My little Joe."
The chimes are rung, the star is set,
Bnt little Joe has slipped away ;

And no regret
Can chill the mother heart to-day,
For she has met the angel throng,

And gone along.
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Christmas Everywhere.
BY PHILLIPS BROOKS.

Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas to-night ! 
Christmas in lai.de of the fir tree and pine, 
Christmas in lands of the palm tree and vine, 
Christmas where snow 
Christmas where cornfi
Christmas where children are h

and he

в any of 
" work

peaks stand solemn and white, 
elds lie snnny and bright !

opeful and gay, 
Christmas where old men are patient and gray, 
Christmas where peace like a dove in his flight 
Broods o'er brave men in the thick of the fight ; 
Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas to-night.
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ciple of the kingdom ie surely gaining the day. menas. ier us answer i

The King by tabernacling Tn our humanity declared Т°У ,°™
the dignity and supreme worth of man, though he was «•^b, even as it is in r 
far astray from God, lost in the whirling rapid 

the Son of

For the Christ-child who comes is the Master of all ;
No palace too great and no cottage too 
The angels who welcome him sing from the height.
In the " City of David" a King in his might ; far astray from God, lost in the whirling rapids of sin.
Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas to-night. Under the gracions influence of the Son of Man the Not*. There are Jour books which I wouMgHkeми».smmm e:

for foundlings, etc. (Vols. I and II now out.)
The first will aid us in nndeistanding the Mai 

teaching concerning the kingdom; the others, will 
ue get dear conceptions of the work which the Spi 
Christ has been, and still is, dcing in.tbe world.
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orphanages, 
b. Prison 
c Hospitals. * 
d. Educational institutions.
*. More humane methods of warfare ; and the uae of

reforms.
So the stare of the midnight which compass us round 
Shell seem strange glory and hear a sweet sound 
And cry, " Look I the earth is aflame with delight 
O sons of the morning, rejoice at the sight 1 
Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas to-night.

rest day 
talking
»Ug list


