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How' Shall the Chusch be Pusied?

How to deal with evil men within the church v a
problem of great diMoulty,and one which is constant-
ly presenting itaelf to those who love the ghurch and
seek {ts wellsbelug, | There are not many, we sup:
pose, who enter the church with the definite and
cousciaus purpose of appearing to be what they are
not: and of making their profession of religlon a
cloak forsin, But, ead to'say, there are many who,
having enteréd the chureh withsome purpose more
or tesn real to lve for Clirist, have fallen fnto sin and
#0 become a gtief to thelr brethren und atumblisg.
blocks to those who are without, Thelr lves dis:
honor their own profession and dingrace the ehuseh,
yet, In some cnses, they wish to retaln thelt mem.
bership In the ehurch as a Ladge of respectabitity,
and the chureh, becanne of the feehleness of itk own
apivitunl life, retaine them {n s fellowahip,

Nowhere, we think, ts there to be found so much
Hght on this problem us {1 the early ohnpters of the
Actaof the Aposties, whete {u tecorded the beginning
 of the chireh 'y Nistory dhd whete we see {1t In {ts

fisst comtact with an' evil world, e Chitutton
sonmumunity s fitled and energloed with that Spiyit
. whieh came upon b at Pentecost, It 18 a pute
eghureh, & holy fellowahip, a religloun community
full of unnelfish, generaun life. | Hypooriay dinfiot
bregthe ite atmonphere. The wan who attempts to
enter (ito (ta assembly with o He tn e Heart Jutls
dead on it threahold, | Phat power of the Holy
Spiett i the ehureh, attroting, energiaing and
purifying every honest soul, tevealed and repelled
; that which was false and tniguitous, ‘Thete was
there o Judgment (0 which the wioked could- not
stand, o congregation in whivh sinners eould-have
no plave.  That same divine  presence the chireh
noeds for (e eleansing still,  Chureh dise iptine may
be, - and too often, it (s to be feared, 1t has heen,
Hittle. better than an attempt of satan to cust out
satan,  When men of disreputable life ave excluded
from the ehureh by the aetion of fnen whise own
Iives are better only (n the senge of helng less ¢ la
reputable, there (s small gatn (n it to the enuse of
pure religlon.  Purlty (n the ehuieh 's 110 must tesult
Mo the gresence of the Moly 8pieit.  Wheee tie
Bpieit s there b purity; sin (s rebwked, the evil man
fomade anhamed.  Where the Bplett 14 theve will be
diseipiine.  10may not always be formal, but ivwill
he always renl and effective,  Wickedness will fiee
away, a8 the darkness vanishes from the presenee of
the lght.  The wieked will either be convieted and
renounee thelr wiokedness or they will depart to
thelr own company. The oceasional inteasion of
unholy mes inte the Mllowshin of the chureh 1s to
e onpebted,  There wan o Judas among the twelve,
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A Ananind and Bapphiva in the Jerusalem ehureh,
but the fote whieh befll these indioatés & divine
power I the ghureh, whioch works for purlty and

whigh & not 10 be avervawe of evil
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we'lhe Now York Bxaminer publinhed last week
what appears 1o be an exeellent portvalt of Rey, ¥
Meyer; pastor of Christ ehwieh, London, M
Nas oowie to Amerien ot the solleitation ol

Mr Maody, to lead a ten days' sevies of meetings in
Boston and New York on ' The deepening of the
Bpiritual 1ile.)'  The series began in Rostan on
Fehraary & Afer apeaking twice o day for three
days in Tremant Temple, Mr, Meyer goea to New
Vork and apeaks in Camegle hall, Feb, 8 to 13, An
effort is belng made to raise f25,000 fn chapel for
Neuthfield Seminary, in henor of M7, Moody 's #ix-
‘tieth birthday. It is expected sm one-hall the
winount will be raised in Hogland. " The ehapel is

"The Nay of the Sadducees and the, Yea
of Cheist, -

of C :
In the ng lewson for next Sunday we fiud the
apostion agaifi in prison, and this time it appears to
be not Peter and John only, but the whole body of
the apostled, or 4t least an many of them as the
Jewish authorities were able to’appréhend. The
first attempt of the Sanhedrin to sifence Peter and.
John haviag come to nought| the High Priest and
hisn party, the Badducees, are resolved on sterner
measures, How Hateful to thelr Hearts, how
antagonistic to all thelr bellefs and thelr prejudioes
was the preacting of Jeuus and the resurrection, one
can well concelve.  Thelr poor, narrow, earth-hound
ereed, with its negation of immortality or any high
spiritunl destiny for mankind, had no room for the
gospel of Jesus and it glorious dactrines of the
divine I'atherhood and eternal Hfe for God's children,
Between the two there could be no fellowship, but
must be perpotual confilet,  And just as Yttle fellow-
ship ¢an there he between the Christianity which
the aposties Prenched and that modern Sadduceetsm
~=whether it utters itaelf in the name of religlon or
the name of selence~-which deples the Divinity of
Jesun Christ and the reality of His resurrection,

We find the aposties in prison, but not for long,
The jealons rulers, filled. with'bigotry and anxiong

chiefly to make thelr own position and awthority

Keoure, have been forced to take note of the marvels
lous resulte of the preaching of these desaplaed
Catlledns and have resolved on o determined effort
to atamp out.this blue of hervky before it should
beeome n vorllngration, Alling the land, Having
sicceaded fn putting the aposties lunto prisoy, they
doubtivss congratulate themselves that much las
been accomplished toward the desived end. They
have silenced the velee of those who were bearing
witness Lo the resurreotion. ' Awd'' says Luke,
U an angel of the Lord by night opened the
prin i doors and Hrought' them out wnd sald, Go
ye and stand and apeak o the temple all the words
of this Life, ' This s one of the cardifial ¢ RUTE "
{n the history of Christ's people| and there are
many of thewt, L 'homme propose i’ but power
belongeth unto God,  Man proposes, but Cod Inter
poses ot behall of His people and disposes all things
aecording to the counnels of His will, © This coming
of God's angel to open the prison doors and bid the
aposties go on with the work whleh thelr Lovd had
appoluted them was not to them an, inthmation that
they hevld nevel suffer at the hands of thelr
enemies, but 1t wan an assurauce to then that God
wan with them and that the cause which they served
nust telunph, T giave the the divine courage
they needed for a day that seemed fraught with
tretiendous perll to the ehurel, and nerved them to
apeak with all bolduness the words of ' Tife, ' against
the death:-hound- eréed of the Madducees and in the
presence of the powerful Banhedein,  From this
{nstanee of Divine interposition and from similar
instaneen both (i the apostelic days and in the Tatter
history of Christ's peaple, the assuranee should
come to every Christlan worker that the eause In
whiehi. he {8 engaged 18 God's and that, however
seourely the enemies of Christ may seem to have
barred doors agalnst truth and whatever bharelers
they have eregted against the enward mareh of the
Nedeemer's: Kingdow, doors will be unlocked and
every barder broken down until all hostile powers
ahall subimit to Chrlst and every word of pmln be
fulfilled,

Onee more there {6 a meeting of the ﬂunhﬂhln.
and the apostles” are set hefore the counelli The
high priest & ;‘.‘m- and charges them with fiing
Jerusalem with their teaching and luwndmn ‘e
hring this man's bload u‘u "y, ying
moment for those men of Galilee. Th!y I! now
the courage which the eoming of the anﬁl had
mintatered, The iasue must be squarely faced 1 and
they gre not afvaid,  Like Abraham and all men of
avercaming fith, they were going forth, mmnw‘
ing whither, except that God was guiding.  They
were Jews, loving thelr tmnh. fandly attac
the traditions of the nat and to the worsh
the temple,  They wi !6 do noth mﬁ!
counnel of the ﬂln&.r?u. Bt Ga‘x‘ od to
them, and truth was tryth,  When Cod said @ yea,

the kind and

they would preach that word though d! the pow
and prestige of Sadduceelsn united in crying *nay:"
““We must obey God, " they sald, ‘! rather than
men.!  God had shows them that the nay of Sad-
duceelam waa o lie. - The Sadducees had denied that
Christ was the Son of God, that He had risen from
the dend, that He had ascended to the right haid of
God and that it was His now manifest. in
Jerusalem to heal the bodies and the souls of en.
All this the aposties had affirmed to be the truth of

Here was the via of Christ opposed to the
NAY of the Sadducees, and Peter and his brethren
were {n no doubt us to which they should helieve
and preach, Peter declared to them that  this man *'
whom they had slain, hanging him on witree, this
man whom the high pelest had scorned to mention
by nate, even Jesus, God had raised up and exalted
to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance to
Iarael and remiseion of sine,  These were Hard words
for Sadducean ears to, Hsten to, No wonder these

rulers of Israel were out to the heart and desired to

slay these bold ministers of the truth,

The same conflict with Sadduceeisni, unhder othier
named and formy, s in the world today.  There are
those who preach Jesus ax the risen Chrerat, WA
Prince and a Saviour,’ and there are those who savil
and deny.  The deniuls of skepticlum and the
affirmation. ot faith, the “ aay " of the Sadducees,
the ‘yen'" of Christ ave forever opposied to sach other,
The grand question for each individual soul {seon
which side of that confiiet am 1?
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Editortal Notes,

«eHon, Hdward Blake, who was counsel for the
Catholle minority in the last Manftoba School Cuse
argaed before the tmperlal Privy Counell {8 reported
to have expressed to My, Charles  Mtupatrick,
Solleltor-General of 'Canada, the opinfon that it 1s a
complete misapprehension to think that the Privy
Counell ordered the discontinved scliools 1o be res
stored and s further of the opliion that the Pederal
Government Nave no power whitever to deal with
the taxes of Maniftoba or to allpeate any thotey te
Catholle or separate sehiools,  An amicable
went on the lnes of the propossl of the Manitoba.
governiment, he thinke, would be much more
advantageous from. every polat of view to the
Catholle  minorty than .any umudm bm could
pousibly he,

«'The Btate of Nevada has won the distinetion of
Jhaving become the one plece of tarritory i North
Amerlea in which a prive fight can be legally held,
It looks ke & very ' bad eminence'' that Nevada
has attalned, St it does nat seem ad if the rest of
the continent can conslstently glory over mueh in
ita nuperior morality, sliee to judge from the space
allotted to the subject In the avefage newspaper,
prise-Aghting must be ‘everywhere regatded a8 a
matter of wost Hvely literest to the reading publie,
One would think that the setiting of the pugliintie
wuperiority of twe rufans was of mere moment than
the fate of a Kingdom. Thin large dewiund for the

Hterature of the prise-ring is o signifipant commen: .

tary upon our wodern elvilisation sud ealture, and it
b not & pleasant thing te consider the Influence
which thin kind of daily wental pabulum s having
upon the bays fn our homes, an well an thely brothem
of larger grawih,

«In addition to the congratulatory words from
our friends, published in thewe voluning a fow weeka
ago, we have recelved o great number of & slmilar
‘shiaranter from others a1l over the countey.  We des
wire very heartily to \hank these v for their
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any wore industriously of mﬁmm
whatl at least work more cliserfully and hepeful
apprectiitive exprossions of our fr
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