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the enemy seem to b# victors, the hosts 
of right waver and fall back before the 
powers of darkness. What shall be done? 
Whither shall we fly 7 Why, just where 
Joshua did. He fell down before God ; 
he well knew help must come from that 
quarter. An evil that hinders the Suc
cess of God's people, that blocks the way 
to prevent their march to victory, that 
sends such weakness through their ranks, 
that they run before the enemy, cannot 
be removed except under divine direc
tion. Much was the evil with which 
Joshua bad to contend, and such is the 
“accursed thing" in our midst.

Surely it lies right across our path to 
complete suoceea. Those who might other
wise be the glory and crown of our 
strength, are drawn into this fatal snare 
and ruined for time and eternity. Joshua 
prayed and got direction what to do and 
did it, then they went up triumphantly 
to fight against Ai and take it. Is there 
no God to hear prayer to-day and give 
direction against this mighty evil.

Must we run before the enemy and 
have our young men smitten down m our 
very ranks? “Tell it nbt in Gath," etc. 
Yes. beloved. God lives, and “ if we abide 
in Him and His words abide m us, we 
may ask what we will and it shall be 
done unto us." In God's name I call 
upon the churches of this Convention to 
raise a more vigorous crusade against this 
evil. Let the pastors lead off by preach
ing temperance sermons and giving tem
perance addresses. Let the deacons and 
the leading men and women in the 
churches bold up the pastor's hands and 
assist him in massing all 
forces. But after we have done all this 
let us not forget that it is not alone by 
human might or power that this evil is 
to be put away. The men who are living 
on their ill-gotten gains will not, without 
a tremendous struggle, give up their

TRIPS PER WEEK,5(•tlltnst III Ml. who at your very doors are watching to 
kidnap the boys and young men of this 
Christian land and drag them Into a

well as the moral questions of the near 
future.

It was not very long ago that a leading 
distiller in one of the head centres of 
the distilling interests of the neighbor
ing Kepublic, said to a minister of the 
gospel : “ Sir. the political issue, sooner 
or later, will be temperance, and he i« a 
fool who does not and will not recognise 
the fact" And what is true of that 
country, in this regard, will prove true 
of our own. We may be proud that, 
touching the anti-slavery reform and 
the abolition of the huge curse of slavery 
from her colonies, our Mother Country 
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forget its degrading cbarac 
iose who suffer most from it su 

The iron has entered the 
soul and their life and happiness are 
wrecked as to this world, but tney would 
hide their wretchedness as much as pos
sible from the vulgar and unsympathetic 
gaze of men. And then when some ter
rible casualty occurs, traceable directly 
to the rum fiend, we ao soon forget iL 
We are horrified at tiret, and our whole 
being tingles with righteous indignation. 
We arouse ourselves perhaps enough 
to say, something ought to be done, but 
not seeing any one moving in the mat 
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the evil and try to forget about і 
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t is acknowledged across the border 
that the pulpit saved the Union by 
amusing the enthusiasm of the masses; 
snd It would be to the lasting disgrace 
of the pulpit of our day if it could not 
be said, even more emphatically, tha. 
was proving itself a leading fac 
saving our country from the 
rum. And the time is ooi 
not already come, when the pulp! 
is silent on this burning question will 
be marked, and the preacher that can 
run a tilt against every form of wicked
ness, save this mother and monster vice, 
will be marked too, and the mark will 
neither be a credit to pulpit or preacher. 
Fathers and brethren in the ministry, 
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charge of apathy at your door that 1 

t bring with ten-fold emphasis 
against myself. Until three years ago I 
verily thought I could preach the gospel 

1 occasionally Inveigh mildly, and, a* 
a matter of coure», against this evil ; 
but as it was a great social and public 
wrong that must finally be put down by 
the strong arm of the law, I thought I 
might safely leave it in the hands of

But I believe now I was mistaken. We 
cannot preach the whole gospel and do 
our whole duty as gospel minutera with
out striking against every form of Vice. 
And the greater the sin with which 
fellows are beset the heavier must 
our blows upon it. We should be edu 
cators of the public conscience, and con- 
servers of public morality.

1 am more than ever convinced that 
the church must raise a crusade against 
this vice, and the ministers of Jesus 
Christ, the leaders under Him of the sac
ramental hosts, must rally the rank and 
tile to this sacred encounter.

It Will not do for the churches to lay 
this huge responsibility on organizations 
outside ber pale.

These societies have been attempting 
to grapple with this evil for years? but 
thev have been fighting against mighty 
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your intelligence, guided as you must be 
by all past experience. “ Let there be 
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brethren." Une thing I think we all 
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this evil no half way measures can suo- 
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Christians were living up to the light 
God baa given them, and doing the 
work peculiarly theirs, the “ accursed 
thing " would not be amongst us as It is.
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strong in the town where I live that 
these works of darkness would, for a 
time, hide themselves. The rum fiend 
was held in check, end the whole busi
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of the lew and In God's name help them 
to wield tbet mighty engine for tbe de
struction of an evil ihat only laughs at 
milder means. Hut again we are met 
with the well of dieooureged one# All 
this has been tried and felled. What Is 
Uie use of further agitation 7 Afu-r all 
that has been said and done the evil oon 
tinue# the same, tbe flood gates are 
open, tiie work .of demoralisation ami 

this deatli moves on. Here, beloved, lies 
uet our greatest danger ; the danger of dis

couragement. This has been the enemy 
of every reform that4 baa blessed the 
world and perhaps has done more to re
tard them than all else combined. In 
tbe great Reformation of the I tith oen 
tury there were many faint hearts and 
even the l»eet amongst the Reformers 
often grew discouraged, and had they 
been led by one lesa lion hearted than 
Luther, to all human appearance the 
mighty movement would neve collepeed.

The great anti slavery reform, both in 
the old world and the new, met th# 
same obstacle. In the nation alongside 
of us, both in the north and in tbe south, 
were many to acknowledge the evil of 
the traffic in human flesh, but would 
shake their head* and *ay, it is no use ;

grown into the very fibre of 
tbe nation ; destroy slavery and you de
stroy the nation. But slavey has been 
destroyed and the nation lives and is 
more vigorous than ever. So in this 
great reform ; because the battle waxes 
not and the enemy is ban! to dislodge, 
we grow discourager! and utter dis
couraging words which send paralysis 
through our ranks. As it was when the 
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ha<l worn the yoke of" the oppressor so 
long that they had lost their manhood, 
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so shrivelled ami paralyzed by the 
shackles of servitude, that it was next to 
impossible to arouse it ; ami so the 
croaking majority of unfaithful spies had 
it all their owfc way. And from the very 
borders of that rood Un4 of 1'romiee all 
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little ones, were turned to the right 
about to face a wilderness tramp of 
forty уми. And so it has been all 
down through the history of the oliureh
and the world. The chariot of human Robert Bruce, the morning 
progress lias ever and anon been held died, being at breakfast, and having, as 
hack by the everlasting drag of croakers he used,eaten ao egg, said to his daughter:

knowingly, either on iu wheels. “ I think I am yet hungry ; you may
bolster up this But, beloved, we are persuaded beti bring me another egg." "But, having

business, and I am obliged to charge up- ter things of you, though we thus speak, mused awhile, he said : “ Hold, daughter, 
on all such the monstrous crime of rindi 1 know from the experience of the last my Master calls me." With these words 
eating and retaining in our midst the three years Ihat there are manifold ob- his sight failed him, on which he called 
most grinding oppressor that the oivi- stacks in the way of this reform, but for the Bible, and said: “Turn to the 
liaed world knows to-day. there are obstacles m the wey of every eighth chapter of Romans, and: set my

You may not have looked upon the reform and of every good work. The fingers on the words 1 I am persuaded 
in this light. You have question with us to-day ought to be, thad neither death, nor life,' etc, 

declared a thousand times you bate all What are we doing to remove the ob- ehle to separate me from the 
oppression, that you are the sworn ene steel** out of the way T Are we as God, which is in Christ 
mteeof slavery in all its forma You Christian men putting our shoulders to When this wee done h» said. “Now, is 
have eureed to your hearts again and the wheel and Laying out our foil my finger upon them Г Being told it was, 
again the business of those dastardly vil strength 7 he added : * Now, God be with you, my
liane who, off the coast of A fries, watch to ± lot beside* tide constant agitation, dear children і I have breakfasted with
kidnap human beings and sell them into true believers have an advantage ever you, end «bell sup with my Lord Jesus 
slavery. But how lightly has your male- all others, they can go to God in prayer. Christ this night." And then he expired, 
diction Mien upon the business of those | Tbe dark hourfof discouragement oomes, I —SeUettd.
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sworn enemies of all oppressions, of all 
despotisms.
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gone, to themselves. There are law* in 
•d, a provinces against liquor selling. Men 

ami cannot sell having no license, without 
say while laying themselves liable loan action, 
accursed There are many counties in these pro
churches vincee where the temperance sentiment 

Є-И ! is so strong that men cannot get license 
e will j efl|j gtroog drink, and yet they sell 
і i3ür ftn<* ***** opgnljr, en<* the men who would 
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w , {* 1 prosecute them for selling without, 

“lle and so they go on in defiance of law, in 
e of the moral sentiment of the 
nity. How long are the Christian 

and women of our churches, how 
will the business men of our com- 
ies wink at this thine? Have you 

*ur ^®**" no boys to be murdered by the rum 
зі. The : fiend 7 If not, can you stand and look on 
persons, coldly, and see your neighbors, or neigh- 
tm the , bor’s sons, struck down by a worse than 
d assassin's club? Agitate! Agitate!
opposite Agitate! The church of Christ must 
you ask, tale a more vigorous bold of this reform 
the “ ac e'er it becomes a power to sweep down 

j , all opposition, and rid our land of the 
Ministers and office bearers must 

ike in this holy
a great : war. It is an unspeakable pleasure to 
*cy of j know that many of the pulpits of the 
ro this , land are sneaking out in unmistakeable 
bring it j terms on ibis great question. And many 
'* must who formerly thought that tbe minister 
set edu- j of the gospel was stepping out of his 
ence on і proper line of duty when he discussed 

public | from his pulpit those questions which, 
e ever in our dav, are assuming more or less of 
y, is a a political complexion, are now looking 
irardly j up to the pulpit to lead off in these dis- 
less m ' eussions. And why should not God's
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til as church
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reseed ; no feel • 

human beings 
enslaver is 

pact ; more pitiless than the 
в or the monarchs of Babylon ; 
xiel than that fiend in human 

once disgraced a throne, who 
i* charged by some historians with firing 
his own capitol and fiddling while it was 
burning. Sure I am, this monster which 
1 arraign to day, has set fire to the appe
tites and passions of man. A fire that 
lias consumed everything that wa* God
like in human nature and left it a charred 
unsightly mass, only fit for the burning 
of hell. And let me be understood, I 
mean by the rum compact, more than 
the distillers and brewers, mere than the 
wholesale and retail dealers in the oc
curs ed stuff. I mean all that aid and fel
lowship this business ; 1 mean tin- weak- 
kneed petitioners, who, to get the influ
ence or that smirched and low-bred fra
ternity, will truckle and bend to their 
wishes and so bolster them up in their 
fiod-dishonoring business. I mean those 
judges, lawyers and magistrates, who, 
forgetting the majesty and sacn-dness of 
their vocation, will play into the ban 
of the enemies of law and order. I mean 
municipal corporations who may be 
found violating their solemn oaths to 
look after the best interest of their con 
stituencies, and yet wink at the constant 
infraction of the law by dealers to this

J. McO. SNOW,
— GENERAL —with the prayers and help of 

sisters and wives, the blessed work can 
be accomplished. The late John B. 
Gough once said in Virginia, when he 
saw a colored woman standing on a hogs
head. and heard the auctioner cry, three 
hundred and fifty-five dollars for this 
wench, “That is the most damnable 
eight a man ever saw in a Christian 
country," and when he spoke with his 
host about the enormity of the thing, he 
was met with the query : What are you 
going to do about it? You speak of the 
abolition of slavery, but it is so inter
woven with tbe domestic life of our peo- 

impossible to abolish it 
you would attempt to buy| them, 
cost you four thousand million
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Ь- long,
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Thank God, 
Joshua then, 
Joshuas now,5 and there are

І й that it is
JOHN M. CURRIE,ppose 

it would
of dollars. There may be some evil to it, 
but you have got to submit to it So men

t on talking till God saw fit to :___
it in hand, and by the sacrifice of more 
than three hundred thousand lives and 
four thousand million of dollars, He" 
•wept with His own right arm slavery 
from the soil of the United States, for
ever. And eo when He takes this work 
to hand, He can and will avenge us of the 
adversary and sweep this greater curse, 
this more abject and devilish slavery 
from our fair land forever. And may 

■peed the right, endfHis name s 
ell the praise. Amen.
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hailGodful,

deadly poison. Y'es, 1 mean also those 
professed Christians, who, to gain the pat 
ronage of these men of money, will tie up 
their tongues and violate their oonsoi- 

g ence and let the curse roll on without re- 
s buke. 1 mean all who 

directly or indirectly,

“I Ah Persuaded."
James & Mat. W. RoaxxT Mat.

before he
JAMES S. MAY & SON,

MERCHANT TAILORS,
Domnll. Building, Priuo. Wm. Stnet

ST JOHN, 1ST. B.

ambassadors be interested to everything 
that touches the interests of suffering 
humanity, whether they are questions 
relating to church or state ? Let us, be
loved fathers and brethren of this Con
vention, pledge ourselves before God to 
fight down this evil as long as He gives 
us strength of lungs to voice the deep 
convictions of our souls. It is the merest 
twaddle of

of

*1
political tricksters, that be
ts a preacher of the gospel 

be has no right to meddle with toe Us
ing issues of the day, which issues must 
affect, for weal or woe, toe entire popula
tion of

The liquor fraternity of this continent 
the і era net so stupid ee not to see that the 

question that is causing such a stir in 
Utie end other lands today, is destined 

I to take front rank in the political as

not be ‘shall be 

Jesus our Lord.’ ”
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