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) FRONTAGE TAX 

MEADS 1 ON WATER MAINS
Wlth various small connections to 
supply individual consumers, I do not 
think that it would be wise at present 
to connect two more 4 in. pipes as 
desired by the municipality of Oak 
Bay. I think it would be better to 
defer the matter until our own source 
of supply is settled, when a scheme 
can be formulated that will dovetail 
with our own system; this is of course 
presuming that the city will continue 
to supply this district. I would also 
recommend that when this time ar
rives, that the city cease to sell to 
each consumer as at present, and deal 
only with the municipality, leaving to 
them the work of constructing and 
maintaining everything in its own 
limits.

Application for water supply, Mr. 
Challoper.—This extension on the Foul 
Bay road, northerly from the end of 
the present pipe, will cost approxi
mately $750, but this may be reduced 
if the rock at the turn of the road 
can be avoided, 
on hand for this work, but to supply 
funds to lay it, it will be necessary to 
omit the extensions already voted on 
Broad and Langley 
streets cann ot be paved this yeai% so 
that no great inconvenience will be 
felt if the laying of the pipes is post
poned until after the new year, the pipe 
for which tenders have been called 
will be here early in February, so that 
there will not be very much delay.”

Aid. Hall/—“In regard to the last 
recommendation it is a question whe
ther we can afford the money.”

The mayor.—'When the water sys
tem is complete and a new source has 
been obtained there is a probability 
that the council will decide to make 
all extensions of water mains upon 
the frontage tax plan. It would be 
the best plan to lay them as the sew
ers are laid and turn the tax receipts 
into a fund for general up-keep.”

Aid. Vincent, asked if the council 
had power to do this and the city so
licitor said that, not only could the 
city accomplish the change, but the 
city barrister, Mr. Taylor, had ad
vised that the scheme be adopted as 
soon as the council could take the 
matter up.

Aid. Henderson pointed out that if 
the council followed this plan the city 
could receive a tax payment on every 
foot of water pipe at present laid.

It was unanimously agreed that the 
scheme should be adopted and the city 
solicitor was instructed to prepare a 
bylaw to provide for the laying of all 
water extensions upon the local im
provement plan.

F. M. Rattenbuxy applied for per- 
connect a building on 

Government 
This application 

referred to the engineer and wa-

OPPOSITION TO 
PROPOSED WORK

project, and matters were well in hand, 
the aldermen had been forced to 
change their former belief.

“It is most discouraging,” said Aid. 
Henderson, “to attempt any work of 
improvement in Victoria» The council 
are requested to straighten a crooked 
street and as soon as the necessary 
steps are taken to carry out the work, 
the persons to be benefltted became 
apathetic and say: “Leave it alone. 
The street is all right.” It makes one 
feel like letting things go along in the 
same old haphazard way that they 
have been going in Victoria for years. 
Cook street, at present, is an eyesore 
and yet the property-owners are op
posing a scheme that would, if car
ried out, make it the finest thorough
fare in the whole city.”

The Mayor remarked that there was 
a considerable amount of misunder
standing over what the city proposed 
to do in the way of compensating the 
pro perty-owners.

Finally the city assessor was in
structed to report on the matter. It 
is said that a further petition has been 
drawn up protesting against the 
straightening of the street and there is 
a strong probability that the whole 
matter will be dropped.

MORE PRESSMEN 
VISIT VICTORIA

it mufct become. He thought many of 
the farm laborers from England could 
better their condition materially if they 
only knew enough to come here.

The body of journalists who visited 
the city to-day differ in large measure 
from the party who were here last 
week. And as they differ in the i"%ie 
of work in which they are engaged, so 
they differ in the object which has been 
placed before them in visiting the Do
minion.

They are essentially the chroniclers 
of daily events, the recording of those 
human stories which are read by the 
great mass of humanity. They come 
here on the invitation of the Dominion 
government with a view to see
ing what are the possibilities of this 
great country for laborers and what 
chances it offers for the submerged 
tenth in the Old Country. On their re
turn they will write up the Dominion 
from agricultural, commercial and in
dustrial standpoints, and will thus 
show to the reading public of the Brit
ish Isles what inducements are held 
out to emigrants.

Realizing that the farmer and the la
borer together form the backbone of 
every new country, the Dominion gov
ernment have invited these men here 
that on their return they nyty record 
their impressions both about the 
amount of labor wanted and the high 
wages paid. \

As before pointed out, the first body 
of journalists who arrived here in tour
ing Canada were the guests of the C. 
P. R., and the railway company did not 
disguise the fact that they had been 
invited In order that they might see in 
the first place to what proportions the 
high class tourist traffic was capable 
of development over the trans-Canada 
line, and in the second the resources of 
the Dominion. The C. P. R. was aware 
of the class of readers to which the 
first party of journalists catered, that 
it was to the leisured class, a class 
which can best afford to travel.

Each member of the present party 
regretted that it was impossible to stay 
in the country for a lona-er period of 
time as they all realized that it would 
be very difficult to record faithfully the 
impressions gleaned in a panoramic 
trip. They were immensely struck 
with the appearance of agricultural 
possibilities in the middle west, and it 
is likely that upon this part of the Do
minion they will base their articles on 
their return to the British Isles.

The Canadian Clab In Victoria had 
intended tendering them a luncheon, 
but this was impossible owing to the 
unavoidable brief stay here.

This morning the party of British 
journalists were shown over the pro
vincial parliament buildings by R. M. 
Palmer and Geo. Roe. They were 
highly delighted with the visit and 
stated that the building was the finest 
that they had seen in Canada. They 
were also much impressed with the 
museum of which they say there is 
nothing of the same kind in the Old 
Country.

Premier McBride met the journalists 
in the| building and delivered a short 
address in which he said that he 
gretted that they were unable to 
make their stay longer. It would, he 
stated, take several days to see Van
couver Island. He drew attention to 
all there was to be seen here, the lum
ber mills, the mines, the smelting 
works at Crofton and Tyee.

On hearing that they were going 
straight back through the province 
without branching over the Crow's 
Nest line, he said they would miss see
ing interesting sights. He dealt at 
some length on the Moyee mines sit
uated at St. Eugene, which he said 
were the largest silver mines In the 
world and he pointed out that he be
lieved that in the near future, the sil
ver got from there would be used for 
supplying the Canadian mint. He also 
spoke of the Granby mines which he 
pointed out had a capital of $15,000,000, 
and how they were at present on an 
excellent basis.

Before closing his address, the Fer
mier said that he would leave instruc
tions for copies of all the mining re
ports dealing with the province to be 
forwarded to the various offices of the 
journalists in the Old Country.

At Rockside, Mr. Palmer's orchard, 
the journalists threw up their hands In 
surprise and admiration. They were 
introduced to the packing rooms 
where some of the famous merillo 
cherries were being prepared for mar
ket. The size and luscious appearance 
of the fruit struck them as being re
markable. They were told by Mr. Wal
ter Palmer that three-quarters of a 
ton of the fruit had been picked in one 
day and that the pickers averaged 35 
cents an hour. “Thirty-five cents,” re
marked one, “why that is eighteen 
pence an hour. We never heard of 
anything like it.”

The journalists left by the steamer 
Charmer shortly after 1 p. m.

PARKS BOARD 
WANTS MONEY
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After progressing almost to the arbi

tration stage and causing an enormous 
amount of routine work on the part of 
the city officials, the projected straight
ening of Cook street has come to a full 
stop, and there is a probability that it 
will be dropped altogether. The coun
cil Monday, after hearing several pe
titions and compalints against the 
work beikg done, decided that it would 
be inadvisable to proceed* with the 
scheme unless it was found that there 
was a fair majority in favor of it. In 
view of the number of those petitioning 
against it there is small hope that the 
street will be improved, but the asses
sor has been instructed to prepare a 
list of the property owned by the peti
tioners, and its total value as compar
ed with those from whom no com
plaints have been received.

J. A. Holland, manager of the B. C. 
Land & Investment Company, protest
ed against the straightening of the 
street on the basis proposed on behalf 
of two clients, and J. A. Douglas wrote 
in a similar strain. , The following let
ter from J. W. Church was read:

Victoria, B. C., Aug. 12th. 
His Worship the Mayor and Aldermen, 

Victoria City.

The session of the city council held 
Men day night was a long and busy one, 
t!though no new business of any im- 
jurtance came up for consideration. 
Among the chief results of the ses
sion was a decision by the council to 
Mddpt /at an early date the frontage 
tax system in connection with the wa
ter mains, each water user to be

streets, these There is no money to spend on park 
improvements this year, even though 
the bear pits are falling to pieces. The 
general opinion of the parks board at 
its meeting Monday afternoon seem
ed to be that it was a farce to appoint 
a board to do the work, yet give it 
no money to spend. Money is needed 
in every direction, yet the whole of last 
year’s appropriation will be required 
to pay the wages of the present staff, 
who are keeping the grounds at Bea
con hill in anything like a respectable 
condition.

John Arbuthnot presided, and be
sides him there were present Mayor# 
Morley, F. B. Pemberton, John Nelson, 
Alderman Henderson and G. E. Wll- 
kerson. City Clerk Dowler read the 
minutes, which were adopted.

The following report by the 
vard committee, came" in for some cri- 
tism from the mayor, who thought a 
hole 6 ft. wide was unnecessary for 
tree planting, but that they should be 
deeper than 18 inches. After some 
discussion the report, which reads as 
follows, was adopted:

Boulevards shall consist of a sub
stratum, which may be either of clay 
or gravel. Above the clay there shall 
be 6 in. of black or other good loam. 
If the substratum is of gravel, said 
substratum shall have 8 in. above it 
of black or other good loam. Excava
tions for planting trees shall be of a 
diameter of 6 ft. and 18 in. in depth, 
and unless otherwise stated the trees 
shall be planted 30 ft apart. The 
grass shall be seeded into the loam. 
Water connections shall be made im
mediately inside the curb and the stop 
and waste fixtures shall be just above 
the level of the boulevard.

Tour committee recommends that 
the following trees be planted on the 
following streets:

South Turner street, between Simcoe 
street and the Dallas road, both sides 
Spanish broom and lilacs, alternately 
twenty feet apart.

Medana street, between Simcoe and 
Niagara streets, both side, red may.

Michigan street, between 
ment street and Douglas street, south 
side, copper beech, forty feet apart, 
and Spanish broom.

Rockland avenue, north and west 
side, broom and Spanish broom.

Clarence street, between Simcoe st 
and Niagara street, both sides, and 
Elford street, between Cadboro Bay 
road and Pandora avenue, both sides, 
sycamores.

Elliott street, between Government 
and Douglas street, south side, horse 
chestnuts, forty feet apart, with lilacs 
between, all of one color.

Richmond avenue, between Oak 
Bay avenue and Cadboro Bay road, 
both sides, laburnums, twenty-five feet 
apart.

Superior street, between Government 
and Douglas street, north side, cut 
leaf birch, forty feet apart and wigella 
rosea between.

Burdette avenue, between Blanchard 
Avenue and Vancouver street, both 
sides, American elm fifty feet apart, 
with hydrangea paniculata.

Linden avenue, between Belcher St 
and Fairfield road, both sides, lindens.

Tour committee further recommends 
that a new and separate assessment 
be made in respect to streets partly 
boulevarded, for the purpose of com
pleting the boulevarding work.

(Signed)

The company of twelve British jour
nalists travelling through Canada as 
guests of the Dominion government, 
arrived in the city this morning and 
left again on the Charmer at 1 o’clock. 
They are in charge of W. J. Kennedy,

>"

ALMOST DECAPITATED.

Vancouver, Aug. 12.—A Japanese at 
Abbottsford was instantly killed on 
Saturday night. He was repairing a 
saw when the machinery suddenly 
started and his head was almost cut

representing the Dominion, and J. 3. 
Proctor, travelling passenger agent of 
the C. P. R.
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The party consists of 
David L. Cromb, Dundee Advertiser; 
Barclay McConkey, Belfast Telegraph; 
A. H. Powell, Birmingham Despatch; 
Charles W. Starmer; Yorkshire Ga
zette; J. Altenburgh, Manchester 
Guardian; W. Longstaff, Newcastle 
Chronicle; J. T. Dunsford, Somerset 
Gazette; Rowley Elliston, Ipswich 
Times; W. Redwood, Bristol Press and 
Joseph Cooke, Sheffield Independent.

Unfortunately, many of the pressmen 
are unable to spend more than seven 
weeks in th country, hence the fact 
that the# have to be rushed through in 
order to cover the Dominion in the 
time. The government has repeatedly 
urged them to prolong their stay, but 
for business reasons they are unable 
to do so.

the extension, 
from an application from Mr. Chal- 
loner for an extenison of the water 

which he is
off.

system to a residence 
building in Oak Bay. The Cook street 
expropriation question, the report of 
the fire investigation, and the corres
pondence in regard to a proposed oil 
warehouse on Coffin island will be 
found in other columns .

HEARD REPORT 
ON FIRE INQUIRY boule-Peter McQuade and Sons wrote 

complaining of a nuisance caused by 
Jan unsanitary stable at the rear of 
their premises on Wharf street, 
writers also pointed out the danger 
from fire which was always present 
on account of a large quantity of loose 
Ft raw lying about the building. This 
complaint was referred to the fire 
chief to investigate.

The city solicitor reported, 
ppect to Miss Parshalle's application 
to have the assessment on two lots 
reduced that no reductions could be 
made this year, as the assessment 
rolls were already made up.

Col. F. B. Gregory called the atten
tion of the council to the practice of 
local wood dealers in selling cord- 
wood by the load instead of by the cord. 
He had received one load which was 
46 feet short of the amount he had or
dered in cords, and thought that some 

should be taken to have this 
Cordwod

cost more than coal, comparing the 
price of a cord of wood with a top of 
icoal, and he though that this repre
sented an anomalous condition for 
this part of Canada.

Aid. Fullerton—“The legislation 
committee tried to get power from 
the, local House to regulate the sale of 
wood and other things but there was 
nothing done. The proposition was 
turned down in committee and one 
member called the aldermen “a pack 
of fools.” That’s all we can expect 
from the bunch over James Bay.”

The letter was received and filed.
F. D. McKay, who recently claimed 

$27 from the city for damages to his 
auto, sustained. i a collision with a 
pile of paving materials on Superior 
street, forwarded another bill. He 
stated that he had received no answer 
from the council on the matter.

The city solicitor stated that a copy 
of his report saying that the city was 
not liable had been posted to Mr. Mc
Kay. Another copy will be sent.

Accounts totalling $1,899.20 were 
presented by the finance committee 
and ordered paid.

E. F. Dodd, secretary of the Interna
tional Municipal association, forward
ed an invitation for delegate^ from 
the council to attend the municipal 
convention to be held at Jamestown 
shortly. Aid. Hanna proposed that 
the mayor should be sent, but this ac
tion was not taken. The clerk was 
instructed to thank the writer for the 
invitation.

Dr. Fagan, provincial health officer, 
was heard within the bar in respect 
to the Anti-Tuberculosis grant which 
was promised by the council, some 
time ago. He reminded the council 
that it had, a short time ago, promis
ed to grant the association $2,500 to
ward the sanitorium which was about 
to be built.
< The mayor—‘There is nothing to be 
gained from disguising the true state 
of affairs, Dr. Fagan. The council has 
delayed the grant in consequence of 
the water appeal pending, 
the appeal has gone against us it 
means that we have to pay out about 
$30,000. Before this we had a heavy 
deficit to face and that was our rea
son for hesitating.”

Aid. Vincent, chairman of the fin
ance committee, said that the other 
aldermen knew as well as he did what 
money there was to make grants with 
and must assume the responsibility of 
acceding to the request in company 
with himself.

It was decided to grant the amount 
remaining from the original grant, 
namely, $1,000, to the association up
on the finance committee favoring it.

The report of the public parks board, 
which is printed in another column, 
was received and adopted.

The city solicitors wrote asking that 
the assistance of R. T. Elliott be 
obtained in framing the liquor license 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR
FUTURE PREVBindNin re-

While here they were taken in auto
mobiles to see the suburbs of the city 
in charge of Mayor Morley and Her
bert Cuthbert of the Tourist Associa
tion. Among the places visited was 
W. R. Palmer’s fruit farm where the 
crop is just being harvested.

There are many interesting personal
ities among the visiting party of press • 
men, one of these being W. R. Elliston. 
of the East Anglia Daily Times, the 
most influential journal In the city of 
Ipswich. He is a brother of Captain 
Elliston, of Work Point Barracks. Not 
only is he a newspaper man but he is 
also a member of the Ipswich city 
council. While in Canada he is 
ticularly interesting himself in the 
problems of city government, 
particularly in the control of piblio 
utilities by —the cities. Speaking ^>n 
this subject Mr, Elliston expressed 
himself as follows:

“I believe that every city should

Result of the Council’s Investigation 
Came Up at City Hall Last

Gentlemen,—I have the honor to 
transmit herewith the enclosed peti
tion, in accordance with the statement 
made at Thursday’s meeting, that if 
a majority of the property holders, who 
would be deprived of property by the 
Cook street widening, petitioned 
against it, no further action would be 
taken in the matter. Commencing at 
the waterfront end, the enclosed re
presents the owners and attorneys of 
lots 29, 30, 31, In block K; lots 4, 3, 2, 
1, in block J; lots 2, 1, in block I, and 
the entire eleven lots in the Fairfield 
estate, south of the Fairfield road. The 
owners of three lots are too distant 
yet to be have been communicated 
with. Mr. Lewis, of Calgary, owner of 
division 1, in K (now sub-divided), 
whose opinion may be expected either 
by wire or letter In three to five days; 
Mr. Colley, owner of lot 4, in H, who 
is away to the north on professional 
duty, and Mr. Gosnel. in England. 
There can be but little doubt, I would 
respectfully suggest, but that their 
views would cpriinclde with the other
wise unanimous opinion of all the 
landowners who would lose land under 
the proposed scheme.

I cannot conclude, gentlemen, with
out expressing for myself, and I feel 
sure the other petitioning property- 
holders, our deep regret at any addi
tion to the arduous duties of the re

mission to 
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J. McIntosh, manager of the Home 
for Aged and Infirm, wrote, stating 
that the home was now crowded with 
helpless people, and asked for a grant 

This letter was referred
(From Tuesday’s Daily.)

As forecasted in Saturday’s Times, the 
Council last night received the report 
prepared by the aldermen sitting as a 
select committee in the recent fire 
investigation. It did not contain any
thing more startling than a censure 
on Frie Chief Watson and a number 
of minor recommendations regarding 
the prevention of further fires. Of 
the latter the most important were 
those making for the adoption of a 
system which would enable the bri
gade to use salt water from the har
bor in case of another conflagration 
and that providing that all factories, 
particularly lumber. , mills, should be 
roofed with corrugated iron and that 
all wooden houses-he kept clear from 
moss, and painted.

As the report was fathered by the 
whole council with, the exception of 
Aid. Hanna, who was not present at 
the last sitting of the investigation, 
it was signed by all except him. It 
was, in full, as follows:—

Report of Select Committee of the 
Council.

Tour committee, coslsting of the 
council as a whole, which was appoint
ed by resolution of the council on the 
26th ultimo to hold an investigation 
into the circumstances connected with 
the fire, which occurred in this city, 
on the 23rd of July, 1907, held its first 
sitting in the council chamber, city 
hall, on the 29th inst., at which the 
following witnesses were examined 
under oath, namely:

Thomas Watson, chief of the fire de
partment; Driver Calwell, Assistant 
Chief McDowell, Engineer Collins, 
Driver Norman and Frederick Nor
ris, Esq.

On the 6th of August your commit
tee sat again and examined under oath 
Mr. Thomas Preece, waterworks fore
man, Assistant Chiefs McDowell and 
Chief Watson were re-examined. Af
ter weighing carefully the evidence 
adduced at the investigation your 
committee are of the opinion that the 
evidence shows, and the results of 
the observation of the members of the 
council who were present at the fire 
support the finding, that the manner 
in which the operations of the fire 
department were conducted at the fire, 
exhibited a lack of systematic direc
tion on the part of the chief of the 
fire department, in the handling of the 
men and appliances of the department 
and volunteers who assisted 
fire, and that this lack is due, in a 
great measure, to the chiefs apparent 
misunderstanding of his position in 
that he assumes to do the work usu
ally performed by the men of his de
partment, rather than to direct them.

With the object of providing better 
fire protectiono and means of reaching 
a fire more quickly at the outset, your 
committee recommends:

Appliances and Buildings.
1. That motor apparatus, more hy

drants and more fire halls be provid-

steps
state of affairs remedied. toward it.

to the Home committee.
Aid. Henderson moved: 

city council hereby determine that it 
is desirable to continue Vancouver 
street to Beacon Hill park, by produc
ing the street lines thereof, and to do 
away with the present street known 
as Moss street, and for this purpose 
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Its own water supply, lighting, street 
cars, and all those utilities in which 
all the public are concerned. I should 
have no objection to the leasing of a 
street railway to a private concern, but 
the city should own it.

“In Ipswich the city owns its own wa
ter supply and Its tramway, but the 
gas business has gone too far, the 
price the city would have to pay is too 
great to make it possible to purchase it 
at present.

“In the matter of water the rate 
levied is a percentage of the value of 
the house. We object to metering the 
houses because that discourages the 
use of water and we think the people 
should use as much as possible in tlio 
interests of public health. Those who 
keep motor cars or horses pay extra, 
and so do business houses, but the or
dinary householder may use just as 
much as he wishes, paying according 
to the value of the house in which he 
lives.

couver
Beacon Hill park as continued, and 
that all necessary costs of such 
propriation and definitions of .street 
lines "be met under the local improve
ment plan, and such-Work carried out; 
under the provisions of the Local Im
provement general by-law and 
amendment thereto.”

This.motion was carried, and steps 
will be taken immediately to tom- 
mence the preliminary expropriation 
necessary to open the street through 
the private property at the park end.

The council adjourned at 10.45 p. m.
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spected chairman and members of the 
streets committee, whose public spirit
ed labor (aided by the co-operation of 
the property owners, duly notified by 
letter), will in future we hope tend to 
the advancement of our city.

PRIZES DISTRIBUTED.

Winning Competitors at Recent Scottish 
Sports Receive Their Rewards.

rerence.
pace negotiations 
ent of the strike 
begun here * to* 
sloner Neill and 
etary of the Na
il, came to Chi- 
end in view. To- 
conference with 
ssell, of the Tele- 

Mr. Neill, when 
had been made 

pposing Interns** 
[nswer.

J. W. CHURCH. 
The petition was as follows :

Victoria, B. C., Aug. 8th, 1907. 
His Worship the Mayor and Aldermen, 

Victoria City..

(From Tuesday’s Daily.)
Monday night in Sir William Wallace 

hall, Broad street, the presentation of the 
prizes won at the annual picnic of the St. 
Andrew’s Society on Saturday took place, 
prior to the regular meeting of that body. 
There was a good attendance present and 
the successful competitors were warmly 
applauded as they received their respec
tive prizes.

The wrestling match, which through 
some misunderstanding was not" decided 
at the picnic, will likely be contested for 
during the present week or at th 
meeting of the society. Messrs. Motjrison, 
Manson and Brayshaw were appointed a 
committee of three with power to add to 
their numbers, to arrange the details of 
the social meeting which will be held early 
this fall.

After the prizes had been distributed 
Messrs. Taylor, Eddie and Houston de
lighted those present with selected songs. 
Subsequent to these the ordinary routine 
business of the society was transacted.

“The Ipswich council,” he continued, 
“gives its attention very closely to the 
subject of infant mortality. It has been 
shown by statistics that 190 babies out 
of every 1,000 die and the rate for our 
city is lower than in most of the cities 
of the United Kingdom. It has fur
ther been found that the most of these 
die during the first two weeks after 
birth, and that the large mortality is 
due to the ignorance or carelessness of 
the mothers. In order to ameliorate 
this condition, the council has appoint
ed a trained nurse as baby inspector. 
Mothers are offered a reward of one 
shilling for reporting a birth within 
one day, and as soon as the report 
comes in she is given a card of written 
instructions and the nurse calls on her 
and explains the things she does not 
know. She teaches them that it is 
wrong to fed a young baby with 
wheat foods, meat or other indigestible 
materials; that the child should be al
lowed to sleep by itself, and in fact 
does the work of the family physician.

“The results so far have been very 
encouraging and the mortality is get
ting less every year.

“The lady inspector Is a busy wo
man. She goes around on a bicycle 
and in the course of the year inspects 
and grives advice to about fifteen hun
dred mothers and babies. The results 
so far have been very encouraging and 
the mortality is becoming less every 
year. As the birth rate is also becom
ing less these about balance them
selves.”

Mr. Elliston has been very much 
struck with the marvellous possibilities 
of Canada. He had read and been told 
that Canada was to be the coming 
country of the century, but he had not 
believed it until he came here and saw 
for himself.

“What struck me as particularly 
noticeable,” said Mr. Elliston, “as I 
passed through the country was the 
great vitality, vigor and optimism of 
the smaller towns. Everywhere the 
people are proud of the cities in which 
they live, and that is the right spirit. 
I wish we had more of it at home. If 
you came to Ipswich you would prob
ably hear the people say that it was 
about the worst place upon earth. The 
people do not really mean It, but they 
have got into the habit of saying so, 
and they cannot help it now. I think 
every man should have civic pride, and 
especially in a country like this.”

Joseph Cook, of the Sheffield Daily 
Independent, was also- enthusiastic 
about Canada. He only'wished he had 
more time to see the country thorough
ly. The wheat farms of the prairies 
were a splendid object lesson. It was 
his first view of the prairies, and he 
ceuld easily see what a great country

We, the undersigned property hold
ers on Cook street, are opposed to the 
proposed straightening scheme and 
would respectfully urge the mayor and 
council and all who can assist to pre
vent further injury to our property by 
any further action in the matter.

Mary H. Clegg, J. W. Church, Mrs. 
D. R. Harris, per pro J. C. Harris; 
James A. Douglas, per C. A. Holland; 
John Douglas, per C. A. Holland; A. 
G. Sargison, with respect to lot 2, 
block J.

During the meeting, while a report 
from the parks commissioners was be
ing read, Mr. Church Incurred the 
Mayor’s displeasure by consulting the 
city solicitor at the latter’s desk. The 
Mayor stopped the reading of the re
port and requested Mr. Church to go 
outside the bar.

“I was asking the solicitor,” began 
Mr. Church, when the Mayor cut him 
short.

“Mr. Church,” he said, “will you 
please go outside the bar?”

The city clerk proceeded with the 
report, but the Mayor’s eye detected 
Mr. Church seated in a chair behind 
the aldermen’s desks. Again the clerk 
was requested to stop reading while 
the Mayor pursued his end.

“Mr. Church,” he said sternly, “there 
is a rule in the by-law regulating the 
proceedings of the city council which 
provides that nobody should 
within the bar except by invitation of 
the council. Now I cannot have the 
proceedings of the council disturbed 
and I must again request you to go 
outside the bar.”

“Thank you, Mr. Mayor,” said Mr. 
Church as he made his way to the col
lection of seats that is usually desig
nated the spectators’ gallery. “Thank 
you, Mr. Mayor, for your courtesy.”

The Mayor then noticed that there 
were a number of others seated inside 
the bar and said that the council rule 
applied to them also. They followed 
Mr. Church’s example.

Several aldermen expressed the opin
ion that it would be advisable for the 
council to drop the projected straight
ening of Cook street in view of the op
position that was being offered to it.

Aid. Henderson, chairman of the 
streets committee, upon whom has de
volved the majority of the work In 
connection with the scheme, remarked 
that there seemed to be a lack of 
spirit in Victoria generally where mu
nicipal improvement was concerned. 
When the Cook street matter was first 
brought up no opposition had been of
fered to it by the property-owners af
fected, and the council had congrat
ulated itself upon having to deal with 
public-spirited rate-payers. After con
siderable time had been spent on the-

F. B. PEMBERTON.
G. E. WILKERSON.

A petition signed by about eighty
representative men and women of the 
city was presented. The small num
ber of names on the petition was-ac
counted for by the fact that the pe
titioners were anxious to get the 
port presented early, so that action 
might be taken on it Lack of funds, 
however, made it necessary to post
pone this work until next year. The 
petition follows:

“Whereas the condition of the ani
mals and especially of the birds in cap
tivity in the park, causes Victoria to 
compare unfavorably with other cities 
of equal size; and whereas the cages 
in which they are confined are con
sidered to be cruelly small and unsuit
able, we the undersigned men and wo
men of Victoria do petition that their 
condition ma> be improved or that 
the said animals and birds may be 
abolished altogether:

Another important step taken by 
the board is voiced in the following 
resolution, which was moved by Mayor 
Morley and ùnanlmously carried:

"That the B. C. Electric Railway 
company, the telephone company, and 
the city electric lighting department 
be notified that if the guy wires at
tached to trees ki public thorough
fares or parks be not removed within 
30 days the said wires shall be cut by 
order of the parks board.

Plans were presented for the new 
bear pits, and a new cage for the 
eagles, but through lack of funds no 
action was taken except to order the 
old pits to be repaired temporarily 
until funds should be forthcoming.

The new den was to be construct
ed of cement 8 feet deep and 40 feet 
In diameter, with an iron railway 
around the top. The top of the ce
ment wall would come, to the surface 
of the ground, allowing the bears to 
be viewed much more easily than at 
present.

Mr. Wilkerson thought the bears 
should be liberated, and took every 
possible occasion to push his views, but 
he received no support.

Chairman Arbuthnot thought the ap
pointment of the board a farce, un
less they were to be given money to 
spend. “It Victoria is to be a tour
ist city,” said he, “we must improve 
the park, for that is the first place 
tourists visit.” In this he was sup
ported by the other members of the 
board, F. B. Pemberton remarking fcljat 
doubtless an appropriation would be 
made next year. If not, they had bet
ter disband.

The meeting adjourned at 6 p. m.
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VICTORIA’S RAILWAY.
at the

It Is Estimated That There Will Be a 
Net Revenue This Year of 

$10,000,000. A FALSE ALARM.

Fire Brigade Summoned to Broad 
Street Breaks Plate Glass Win

dow on Government.

Commissioner Thomas Tait, chairman 
of the board of commissioners of the 
government railways in the State of 
Victoria, Australia, when in Winnipeg 
a few days ago was Interviewed regard
ing the system. Mr. Tait said : /

“The gross revenue of the railways 
for the current fiscal year, according 
to the estimates, will be $20,000,000, 
working expenses nearly $10,000,000, 
leaving a net revenue of nearly $10,- 
000,000. From this net reyenue we 
pay interest charges on the total rail
way debt. This interest amounts to 
about $7,500,000. There remains some
what over $2,000,000, almost all of which 
will be returned this year to the rail
way commissioners by parliament for 
the purpose of making permanent Im
provements on the line.”

The
The fusing of a motor in the Times 

building shortly after 10 o’clock Mon
day night gave the fire department a 
run for nothing and resulted in the 
smashing of the large plate glass door 
of H. Young’s establishment. An em
ployee of the Times was at work in 
the composing room when he noticed 
that smoke was issuing from the head 
of the stairs. Being unable to locate 
the cause of the smoke, he turned in 
a call to the fire brigade which came, 
accompanied by a crowd of spectators, 
with all haste to Broad street.

By the time the brigade arrived the 
smoke had left the Times building and 
was giving concern to the night watch
man in D. Spencer’s store. The fire-
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regulation bylaw 
will be done.

The finance committee, after consid
ering the question of raising the city 
laborers’ pay by 25 cents a day, report
ed as follows:

“Gentlemen—Your finance commit
tee having considered the undermen
tioned subject, beg to report and re
commend as follows:

ed.
Preventives.

2. That in respect to all factories, in 
the city, particularly lumber mills, all 
shingle roof covering be done away 
with, and replaced with corrugated 
iron, and that all dwelling houses cov
ered with shingles, outside the fire 
limits, be kept clear of moss and 
painted.

3. That all dry grass and weeds on 
streets and premises be removed, also 
unnecessary accumulation of combus
tible material, as far as possible.

4. That all a more rigid inspection 
be maintained throughout the city to 
ensure the carrying out of these meas
ures.

appear

RAPH POLE.

r a Car is Thrown 
fered Uncon- Re application for increase of la

borers’ wages, 
lions having been passed for the cur
rent year, they are unable in any way 
to provide for increased pay petition
ed for by the city laborers. However, 
it is a matter which might be taken up 
by the water commissioner and the 
several committees having unexpend
ed balances to their credit, also if it 
is desired to accede to the wishes of 
the petitioners provision can be made 
f r same in the assessments for the 
various works of local improvement 

present in hand and contemplated.” 
Messrs. Mason & Mann, city soici- 

’ rs. reported that they had investi- 
*atf^d the claims ot W. P. Dakin and 

L. Collen for compensation in re- 
K'!! ! to injuries received acidentally 
and advised the council to resist the 

vims as the city was not liable.
The water commissioner presented 

lh‘- following report, the first clause 
vhich was adopted without modifi-
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SPARK FELL INTO POWDER.
men received a report that Young’s 
establishment was burning and went 
around to Government street on the 
run. After breaking in the door and 
taking in a hose from the chemical en
gine they found that there was no 
blaze.

Chinaman Blown Up Through Own 
Carelessness—Smoked a Pipe 

While Blasting.
Water Suplpy.

6. That larger surface mains be laid 
in order to facilitate a more abundant 
supply of water, and better pressure, 
and that the council give consideration 
to the best method, at the least pos
sible expense of providing for the use 
of salt water for fire protection pur
poses for that part of the city whiclf 
can be reached by fire fighting ap
pliances operating with the salt water 
front as a base or source of supply.

6. That the chief of the fire depart
ment and assistant chief and one or 
more members of the fire department 
be instructed in the distribution of the 
waterworks system, and in the proper 
^ay of operating valves, on the mains, 
so that no delay may arise In utiliz
ing to the best possible advantage all 
the water supply available in any sec
tion of the city in which a fire may 
break out.

A Chinaman named Fook Yuen 
met a very tragic death at Bourne on 
Saturday. He had been engaged by 
one of the cannerymen to clear several 
lots in the vicinity of the bridge. He 
was busy filling several old stumps 
with giant powder, preparatory to 
blasting them, when a spark from his 
pipe fell into the powder and ignited 
it. With a deafening roar it exploded, 
and with a scream emanating from his 
Ups, the Chinaman was hurled into the 
air. Several people were soon attract
ed to the scene by the explosion and 
they carried the Chinaman, horribly 
mutilated, to one of the neighboring 
houses. He died soon aftrewardè, suf
fering great agony.

Later the discovery of the 
smoking motor in the Times building 
cleared up the whole mystery.

To-day a claim was presented to the 
fire underwriters by H. Young & Co. 
for damages caused to their entrance 
door.
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Vancouver, Aug. 13.~-Last Tuesday 
all the Chinese eating and bunk houses 
at Wallace’s cannery on the Naas were 
burned. The buildings blazed like tin
der, and the damage was quickly done. 
Luckily the wind was away from the 
cannery, which was saved.

^ RECEIPTS.

-C. P. R. traffic 
?nded August 7th', 
>r the same week 
1,399,000.

It is eaid that Australia has more 
horses In proportion to the population 
than any other country.Beach avenue,
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