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CRIME UMDER
CAPITALISM

The newer modes of thought are
penetrating all the activities of civil-
ized man. The shifting of the eco-
nomie basis of produetion causes the
shifting of the ideological superstrue-
tures. This is taking place 'lth re-
jgard to the criminal as well as in re-
.ard to other classes of soeciety.

It was not so very long ago that
the eriminal was looked upon as a
morally perverted creature. He was
regarded as a wild beast. He was to
be killed on the slightest provoea-
«ion. He was to be cast into loath-
some dungeons. He was morally per-
verted and was to be punished for his
crimes.

That idea has largely gone. 1t ling-
ers still only in the minds of Canadi-
an judges and other like persons who
cultivate such thoughts in order to
earn their targe salarivs. That is why
Canadian judges are looked down up-
on today with contempt by peoplé of
intelligence.

The idea in eriminology is that the
criminal is victimized rather than
vietimizing. There are two kinds of
eriminals, born < criminals and made
criminals. The born criminals are
those men who have bred back to a
type of virtue that has long sinee
passed from the earth. At onme time
in the tribal history of man it was
considered virtuous to steal from the
enemy, to be brutal and powerful
physieally, = to eultivate the brute
virtues. Because the tribes: who had
mtany such -strong brutal people
would overcome the tribes that had
fuwer such men.

The born ecriminal is a man who
has been bred to an antique type. He
is no more responsible for his crimes
than is a tiger for acting according
to its mature. This type of eriminal
js' rare. And when he happens to
come to the front, he
treated as an
than as a responsible mortal.

The second kind of a eriminal is the
made eriminal. To this class belong
the vast majority of the persons row
shut up in our penitentiaries. These
are men and women who are ordim-
ary people, but who, through foree of
circumstances have been forced to
commit erime. The unemployed who
steals, the girl who sells her body be-
cause she cannot get a decent living,
the thug, who develops naturally in
the slams our labor skinners prepare
for the. imperfeet wage slaves, these
are all eriminals by cirecumstanees
and not eriminals by natiire.

The man who has wrapped hisi
capitalist foolishness |
He realizes |

brains up in
sees these things dimly.
that our judges and eriminal institu-
tions and modes of punishment are
unjust. But he cannot see any way
out. He comes up against an insolu-
able problem. For he clings to the
ideas that the rich must inherit the
earth, the jobs must belong to the
master class, rent interest and profit
must be protected. As long as these
conditions exist, vast numbers of
criminals will be produced. If these
criminals are allowed to go free then
rent, interest and profit will be en-
dangered. - The garnered titlgs of the

should be!
insane person, rather |
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work without pay. This is what
Hanna, Whitney and R are do-

SHACKLE, THE DUNGEON, THE HOSE
THE OREGON BOOT, THE LASH ——

BEHOLD THE INSTRUMENTS USED ON THE PRISON SLAVES OF CANADA THAT
THE WAGE WORKER MAY BE MADE HUMBLE BEFORE HIS EXPLOITERS.

Police cost $60,495 last year. The

ing in Ontario. This is what Roblin
et al are. preparing to do in Manito-
ba. Dr. Bruce Smith, Ontario Pro-
vineial Inspector of Prisoas, recently
with much glee forwarded to Mayor
Geary of Toronto the report of the
jail farm at Kansas City, Missouri.
Instead of paying $200 per year for
the support of each prisoner, Kansas
City makes a profit of $100 on the la-
bor of every prisoner. Is not that

int. of the jails cost $21,287.
The summoning and paying of jurors
and witnesses cost $20,828. Prosecu-
tion and interpreters, $7.822. Keep

,ol prisoners, $32,196. Special con-

stables, $17,493. Transport of econ-
stables and prisoners $31,200. Medi-
cal attendance on prisoners,

In Saskatchewan, eriminal investi-

good news for the Ontario labor skin-
ners in these days of the revolt of the
wage slaves ¥ Whitney is preparing
the machibery to smash the labor

for four years with the state runming
from February 16th, 1910, whereby he
is to have the right of working the
state prisoners upon paying to the
state 70 cents a day for each prison-
er employed. For the same work the
prisoners do he is paying wage slaves
outside the prison walls $2.10 a day.
Do you see how.prison lator smashes
free labor ?

The National Free Labor Assdcia-
tion of the United States has just is-
sued a pamphlet with regard to pris-
on labor aeross the border. In the
United States prison made goods are
fling on the market in competition
with wage labor goods. The result is
that wage labor is- reduced to the
starvation point if it is employed at
all. Otherwise the wage workers join
the army of the ugemployed.

The pamphlet gives the prisons,
penitentiaries and reformatories
where goods are made in competition
with outside workers.

The prisoners in the Alabama insti-
tutions are owned by the Tennessee
Coal and Iron Company. The prison-
ers of five penal institutions of Con-
necticul work for five different con-
tractors, and make workingmen's
shirts, shoes, shoe soles and chairs.
Of course, Deleware i§ given a single
line, ““New Castle County Workhouse,
Oppenheim & Co., pants.”” While Dele-
aware has only one institution, the
outside world might tHifKk that the
prison labor of Delaware does not
amount to much, but when it is re-
membered that this institution alone
turns out thousands of dozens of

the working men of two or three
states the- size of Deleware. it does
amount to something. Illinois has

eleven such institutions and they
make furniture ofall kinds. brooms,
brushes, ete.; in such large quantities
that it causes people to wonder how

manufacturers of such goods on the
outside of jails ean do business.
Maryland has its baker's dozen of

plunderers will be stolen eohtinually.
To protect rent, interest and profit,
the eriminals must be shut up. This
unjust beeause society has pro-
duced the criminals.

So the eapitalist apologists basing
their whole system upon injustice,
cannot eseape the necessily. of ecausing
injustice to that special class of so
ciety known as the eriminal class.

- ———eoom—

SKIN THE CRIMINALS

is

The capitglist apologists, having
found the problem insoluble, have
turned their attention to making an
attempted solution . profitable unto
the master class.

Have you noticed the recent discus-
sions with regard to prison labor ?
It has been much discussed recently.
The plute politicians have been weep-
ing eopious tears over the sad lot of
b= prisoners. The poor things. They

ijails. in all of which a varied line of
]El’!l)«ls is manufactured by the whole
| sale and“all the prisoners, as in‘other

| institutions are practically owned b

{eontracting firms of high sounding
{titles. Indiana. Kentucky. Michi
Missouri, . New Jersev.  Ohio

< and

the Yirginias and Carolina
other states all have plenty of jails
| where the prisoners are sold to
Pennsylvania is down
Sehuylkill county
where they

| see

con

traetors for
one, the

| Pottsville,

hosiery.

jail ot
manafacture
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COST OF CRIMINALS

The cost of criminals comes high,
to Canada. There are jails and peni-
tentiaries, reformatories and indus-
trial schools. There are jury trials
and special police officers.. There: are
expensive judges to be ‘paid. There
are the North West Mounted Police.
There are the city police and village
constables. There is the cost of keep-
ing and guarding the prisoners.

It is almost impossible to find the
cost of the criminals of Canada. But

unions. In this same Missouri the!
prisoners are let out on contract. |eriminal proseeutions, police, jails,
One contractor has a contract signed ;

gations cost $33,457. Jails $21,450.

{ Police and prisoners, $103,707. Jails,
|$17,498. These make a

total of
$174,112. -
In the provinee of  Quebec the

ete., cost $525,000. In addition a
new jail was built at Montreal at a
cost of $412,000.
In Ontario the police, eriminal
i prosecutions, ete., cost about $322,-
000 ‘and the central prison and wom-
en’s reformatory cost $170,000,
making about $500;000 that the Pro-
vineial authorities spent for erime.
penitentiaries cost the Domin-
ion government last year $545,000.
The mounted police cost the Domin-
ion $650,000. The ecost of eriminal
judges to the Dominion is at least
$200,000. This makes $1,400,000
that the eriminal by-product of capi-

industries furnishing the funds for(from the treatment of Minnesota
Ithbicnz'priso-. prisoners the whole four of them are
Fourth, a new prison, a new binder | false, false as hell. The violator of
twine plant, and a new farm machin- | the law is not an enemy to social or-
lery plant will be built all to the{der. The laws as they at present
!glory of the state of Minnesota. stand are ‘the violators of social or-
As to the treatment of the prison-|der. They are anarchistic, selfish,
er. The discipline is striet but hu-|brutal. They are the laws passed for

. |mane. The rules compel the prisoners | the benefit of the legalized thieves

to attend strictly to business, to'and plunderers. The laws are the vio-
keep their cells clean and to I:oqnietilent means which force men and wom-
and orderly: The prisoners are to be en into erime.
paid-for their work, for overtime ete.| The second is false as at present
The prisoners are taught that they understood. Neither in Manitoba nor
,must work out their own salvation,  in Minnesota is ' there liberty. The
and they will be parolled if they are"ol‘km are sold into-daily, weekly
really good. ,or monthly bondage for the bread of
To sum up the effect on the prisop- life. Man is a slave to the master of
ers, according to Mackenzie it is be- his job.
lieved that the grading and parole, The third maxim is also false. What
'sysum with its modern accessories prison labor teaches is that the prison
lnow in practical operation is capable worker must help support the para-
of and docs teach by incentive, en- site capitalists. Prison labor does
eouragement and example, the fol- not promote justice. It promotes
lowing prineiples: robbery by extending the robbery of
First, that the violator of the law the wage slave to the prison pens
is an ememy to social order, and where the lash can be' used.
while thus making war upon society, “‘The law of God. the law of gov-
he is destroying himself. ernment, the laws of society are
Second, that every human being en- good.”” This is like all capitalist
joying the rights of liberty is respon- apologisms. It identifies the robbery
sible Yor his conduct to his Maker of the workers as coincident with the
iand to seciety. laws of .God. The laws now passed
Third, it teaches him to earn his and enforced are mnot good laws but
living, respect the properiy rights of bad laws.

talism eosts the Dominion. others and obey the law. Fourth, it
This eost worries the capitalistiis a helpful factor in separating the
class. They do not like to pay the g0od from thebad. the responsible
eost of their own system. They want from the irresponsible and thus pro-
to live on the labor of others and the motes justice, humanity and social
brilliant idea . has struck them of order.
taking toll of the umpaid labor of, lastly it teaches that the laws of
prison wage slaves. There were eleven God. the laws of government and the
thousand prisoners convieted in Can-|laws of society are good, and just
ada in 1908. This makes 2 noble!humane, in so far as bumar intelli-
army of men whose hands can be Zance ean interpret the first and hu-

made profitable.

So Ontario sets her prisoners to
work at the Guelph farm. She sends
them up to Poreupine to make roads.
She puts them to work in the central
prison where there is a machine shop,
a shoe shop, a wollen mill, and a
carpenter shop in_ operation. The
goods produced last year in the
Central Prison AND SOLD amounted
to $55,000. YOU do not need to go
to the United States to find competi-
i tion of ‘prison labor with wage labor.
i It is taking plaee right in Toronto.
¢ The penitentiaries of Canada. .pro-

pants every month, enough to tluthejduc«l $40000 worth of goods last
And the sys- |

vear by prison labor.

tem is being extended. In Ttaly the

viet labor. Who knows but that the

issued from Kingston penitentiary
bearing the union label ?

the state of Minnesota made a net
t t of $231.596.75 on the labor
her prisoners. Ontario has made a
good start to work her conviets.
Shall Manitoba linger behind in the
rush to exploit prison lator ? Not
if Roblin ean assist the labor thieves.

John Mackenzie, deputy chief of po-
of Manitoba, has been to Min-

lice
ing reports of what Minnésota is do

Minn., is going up a gigantic prison.
It is being built by prison labor.
LThis is a summary-of how Mackenzie
looks upon the prison enterprises of
that state.

The state of Minnesota, aceording

.Jto Maekenzie, is solving- the prison

problem on 4 broad-guaged and hu-
manitarian basis. Labor is furnished
the conviets with 2 minimam of
competition with outside labor, inas-
much as the two industries earried
on in the prison are not engaged -in
elsewhere in the state. These two in-
dustries are binder twine and farm
implements.

Second, the prison products are
distributed for the benefit of all the
people, namely for the benefit of
tax payers. - . -

Third, the new prison will have
built itself: the profit of the present

government printing is done by con-|

— - © O B——
MANITOBA. AND
MINNESOTA

Manitoba is to have a prison farm
Between fifteen hundred and two thou-!
sand aeres of land have been pur-|
chased for this purpose on the banks
f the Red River

Texas prisonerschave earned $11

000 for the state of Texas. Last year | |

pre L

man justice the other two.

As to the first point, work for the
prisoners and lack® of competition
with wage labor. The work for the
prisoners is not provided in order
that the prisoners may = have work.
The state authorities have found that
prisoners can be exploited for
gain and the state authorities are
after the profits. As to the lack of
competition, the prison made binder
twine of Minnesqta drove the binder
twine made by wage workers out of
the market. The  state sold binder
twine three eents cheaper than did the
outside employers. There is no com-
petition beeause the prison made
have killed the wage labor
Let prison goods drive the
{ wage laborer out of his job and then

the

!goods

goods.

Labor Gazette of Canada will yet pe |declare there is no competition and |

it the prison made goods is not
ting free laborers. Is not that a
dodge to play ? As to the farm
mplements,
tate eommeree, and farm implements

|t
|

sta
made in the prisons of Minnesota will
| farm implements in some - othes
~ to the second benefit. The tax

Taxes
exploitérs-of labor.

sarers are pot all the people.
paid by the
« workers get only the Varé eost
iving. If taxes go up, then the la-
hor skinners will have more to pay

i taxes go down, there will be more
profit for the pockets of the labor
thieves. Mackenzie is looking for the
applause of the exploiters when he
declares that prison labor will reduce
taxation.
Third, this is a beautiful illustra

jwage workers are robbed and with
drivers set wage slaves to work to
baild bigger slave pens, Minnesota
has simply transferred this operation
to the prisons. The prisoners are ex-
ploited and with the results of that
exploitation a bigger prison is made.
Woe to the conquered. Ever through
the ages the strong have imade the
weak enslave themselves. Minnesota
is but following the course of the ty-
rants of the past ages.

Fourth, the glory of Minnesota is
her shame. Had she an industrial
demoeraey prisons would not be nee-
essary.

As to the treatment of the prison-
ers. The factory regime is being in-
troduced into the prisons. That is
all. Let the prisoner be a

. That is: what Minnesota
now of her conviet

One thing the capitalists of Canada
are resolved on. They are going to
try and break the backs of the wage
slaves with prison labor. The prison-
ers are shut up. The prisoners can
be chastized. They can be lashed un-
der the orders of a lick spittle judge.

Therefore the politicians of the vari-
ous provinces are pressing forward
schemes for flinging the prison made
goods on to the markets.

class leads to the revolt of the ex-
ploited. And Socialism is growing by
leaps and bounds in Canada.

OUR CONVICT LABOR

W. Lyon Mackenzie is Minister of
Labor. That sounds nice. It makes
the workers think they are protected.
Meanwhile plans aré laid to turn
prison labor into competition with

free lator.
The report of the Minister of Just-
ice, A. B. Aylesworth, as to the

penitentiaries of Canada for the year
ending March 31st, 1909, has this {6
say with regard to the labor prob
lem in the penitentiaries

“The rapid inerease in population
the labor difficulty an
necessary to decide wpon
solution without delav. The

intensifies
makes it
some

these things enter inter- |

question of prisod labor is not one
LABOR IS IMPOSED AS
OF THE , SENXTENCE AND
\S OBLIGATORY AS DETENT
ION. The question OF POLICY
involved is that of detérmining the
kind of labor to be adopted. The work
required to maintain the institutions
provides employment for about ONE
If the

of policy
PART

IS AS

only

HALF the prisoen population

other halt is to be employed, as the
sentencds require, what -emplovment
shall be adopted ? *

*“So far as we ean see, there are

but three eourses open for eonsidera~
tion. (1) To maintain the eonvicts
in, idleness, in defiance of the sentence
AND AT THE EXPENSE OF THE
TAXPAYERS. (2) To establish in-

nesota. He has returned with g-low—i“'" of eapitalist exploitation. The guctries and to dispose of them in the

open market. ¢3) That the govern-

ing to her prisoners. At Stillwater, ; the products of that robbery the slavé pn¢ hall atilize the labor of its

;wards in providing for
quirements.
| “The objections of

1

its own re-

the first and
secord proposals are obvious, but we
sec no valid or reasonable objection
to the suggestion that articles re-
quired for thé various departments of
the government shoul be provided
by the labor of those who are main-
tained at public expense.”

This statement is signed by Douglas
i Stewart and G. W. Dawson, the In-
ispeetors of the penitentiaries.

The penitentiaries of Canada con-
tain thosé persons sentenced to two
years and over. These are under the
control of Aylesworth.

Have you noticed in the plute press
the statements that the poor prison-

lers wanted work ¥ Here are the gov-
i 8o

As to the -unllthtm-hu

inspeet. giviog the case

‘away. WORK IS TMPOSED AS

But the exploited workers are not |
asleep. The oppression of the master |

ridiculous to watch the anties
capitalist politicians as they declars
that the prisoners just like to

ished with work.

The second point

that the exploitation

ers is possibly ONE
CENT ! Half the

ply all the prisoners. Therefore

the prisoners work just onehalf of
what they produce will be profit.
How the plutes of Canada want to
get that profit. 5 -
Now see the proposal. LET THE
CONVICTS WORK . ON . GOVERN-

MENT WORKS. Here is where littls
Micky King comes in. King is busy
trying to persuade the workers that
the government is in love with the
workers. He is busy preparing tibles
to show that the government is pay-
ing fair wage schedules to labor.
While at the same time plans are un-
der way to have the governmesb
work, done by convicts. The graft of
the government printing bureau at
Ottawa has smelled to heaven with
rottenness. Here are ‘the conviets
with nothing to do. We may yet ses
the government printing done by jail
birds. That idea that the Labor,
Gazette will be issued from Kingston
is not so foolish after all.

The government forces the conviets
to work. Let us see the punishments
imposed. The population of Kings- ;
ton last year was 733. Of these 357
eonvicts were punished. 209 were put
on bread and water. 54 were de-
prived of ecell light. 11 were put in
the dungeon on bread and water, 11
were deprived of writing privilege. 11
were punished with a hard bed. 9
were shackled to cell gate DURING
WORKING HOURS. 11 were givem
corporal punishment per court semt-
ence.

St. Vincent de Paul, the Penitenti-
ary of Quebec province, hiad 677 con-
viets. 10 had the hose turned om
{them. 671 were put on bread and wa-
(ter. 1 was deprived of visits for a
3 347 were DEPRIVEP OF A
BED. 87 were put into the dungeon.
104 were punished with cells. 44 were
punished with cell and bread and wa-, |
ter. 41 were shackled to cell gatg |
DURING WORKING HOURS. 3
were made to wear the oregon boot.

The Alberta penitentiary had 140 ~u -
eonviets. 37 were given the dark cell
on bread and water. 46 were shackl-
ed to the cell gate DURING WORK-
{ING HOURS. 2 were given the ore-
gon boot. 4 were given corporal pun-
ishment :

Do you not see the scheme®
Here are convicts. They are shut out
of sight. They are punished in secret.
They eannot kick. They have the hose
turned- on them. They are put on
bread and water, deprived of a bed,
| shadkled, beaten, AND THEY ARE
CONDEMNED TO HARD WORK 1!
Here is a supply of labor that eannot

! year.

organize, that is at the absolute
command of the master class, that
can be driven to-work, and ean be
beaten to their tasks.
Cannot vou tnion men see the game
of the Dominion government ? Cannot z
vou see what the provincial poljtici-
ans are aiming at ? Under cover of
pretending—to assist the prisoners,

they are preparing the machinery teo
smash your union< in the interests of
exploiters of your: labor. Get
wise to the game before itis too
late. You ecannot trust King. He is
in the game, He is one with Ayles-
worth, Laurier, Borden, and the rest
of - the henchmen of the big laber
thieves of Canada.

You must rely upon vourselves for
\your own protection. And beware of
the eapitalist governments when they
come with tears in their eyes over ‘
ithe sad lot of the prisongrs whose
{tasks have not been made heavy
{enough to suit the rulers.

THE REMEDY 57

| As long- as capitilism exists, there
ean be no remedy for the injustice
|practised upon the prisoners. They
lare victims of society. As long as
society is based on' injustice there
cannot be justice. The prisoners, the
prostitutes, the unemployed, the slum
dwellers, all these are victimized
ereatures. The only possible remedy
lis the abolition of capitalism and the
introduction of Soecialism.

“But,”” you non-Socialists say,
“that remedy is in the distant future.
It will not ecome this year of the
next. And meanwhile the prisoners
suffer. Give us a remedy that will
help the prisoners now.”

- (Coneluded on last page)

the
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