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Manufacturers Present Their Case Before Board of|
Railway Commissioners :

Hearing in Investigation Regarding Equalization of
Freight Rates Continued in This City Yesterday |
— Basis of Agreement for Overhead Crossing in
Douglas Avenue Discussed—Lumbermen Pre-

sent Applications.

The Dominion Board of Railway Commissioners, in ses-

sion in the city yesterday hea
vestigation regarding the equa

freight rates.
session in

case for the maritime province
of Moncton and a large num

filed their statements and appeare
hich the mari
through high freight rates was pointed out and a return to the
former arbitraries was urged, as well as special commodity

heavy handicap w

rates.

Markets Needed.

market for maritime
argued, not primarily as ,a source of

profit but more particularly as a means jinits of

ad and as a means O

of carrying overhe
expansion.

pbtaining nécessary
N. R. and the C. P. R. and the Canadian
Manufacturers’ Association each had
representation at the meeting and t.he
counsel for the two railway companies
conducted a sharp examination.’

Arguments in connection with an ap-
plication. for reduction of the freight
rates on fertilizer and crushed lime in
Net Brunswick and Prince Edward Isl-
and were heard also.

The application of the city of St. thn
for the erection of an overhead crossing
over the C. P. R. near
in the city was heard and a proposal was
made that after the deduction of the
fifteen per cent which the railway board
would pay from the railway grade CToss-

ing fence the cost of the bridge should

three interested parties
as follows: Fifty per cent by the C. P.
R. and twenty-five per cent each by the
city of St. John and by the New Bruns-
wick Power Company. A consultation
of engineers was arranged for and Dr.
J. B. M. Baxter, for the city, said that
if an agreement were arrived at the erec-
tion of the bridege would be proceeded
with ds a means of giving employment.

A delegation of
laumber firms with A. L.
Canadian Lumbermen’s Association,
spokesman, asked for through rates on
the Quebec Central to Montreal and for
special rates on branch lines of the C.
N. R.
take the matter up with the different
railway companies before appearing be-
fore the board.

The St. John board of trade, repre-
senting coal interests in Minto, had filed
a complaint regarding the allowance for
coal car doors, but this case was with-
drawn.

The Overhead Crossing.

Regarding the grade separation in

Dougias avenue, Mr. Flintoft, G BR.

solicitor, said that the provincial gov-
ernment might bear a share of the cost.

Hon. P. J. Veniot.
Hon, P. J. Veniot, who was present
merely to hear the matters discussed

be borne by _the

the reversing falls |

The hearing was a con
Halifax and the arguments in th
heard at a sitting of the board in Ottawa on February 15.
es was conducted by I. C. Rand
ber of the local manufacturers

s ; ced f + | city as minister of public works of the
The imperative n for a westerl ,;5vince, pointed out that under the
industries W8S highways act neither federal aid nor

The C.!ence of the engineers of the various part-

representatives of | relieve their overhead charges and not
Sargant, of the | primarily for profit.
as | the victims he would present were gasp-

1
I

The lumbermen were asked tol the

rd evidence in the general in-
lization of eastern and western
tinuation of a previous
e matter will be
The

d on their own behalf. The
time manufacturers suffer

and was not speaking in his official capa-

highway money could be used within the
a city or incorporated town.
Dr. Baxter announced that a confer-

jes concerned in the erection of the
bridge would be arranged immediately.

of Rates.

investigation regarding the
of eastern and western
freight rates was then commenced, with
1. C. Rand representing the maritime
provinces and introducing the various
representatives of the manufacturers. J.
B. Ruckby represented the Canadian
Manufacturers’ Association; F. H.
Kreizler, the C. P. R, and Allison Fras-
er, the C. N. R. Mr. Rand explained
that he was considering the hearing as
a continuation of the Halifax session
and would net elaborate the position of
the .maritime interests, but he would
like the board to bear in mind the limit-
ed population of these provinces and the
fact that any industry here started with
a handicap. An expanded market was
necessary and the western market was
the only one available. He admitted
that it was uneconomical, but said that
the whole system of the country was
uneconomical geographically. The manu-
facturers sent shipments to the west to

Equalization

A general
equalization

He did not ' ink

ing with their last breath, but they were
suffering from an unfair disadvantage.
The arbitraries of 1914 in relation to
maritime provinces should have been
allowed to remain, but had been violent-
ly changed and nothing had occurred to
justify the change. The conditions were
such as to deter any expansion and to
induce a removal to more accessible
markets. He understood that he was
merely to présent facts, and that the
argument would take place at a hearing
on February 15.

For Ganong Brothers.
A. B. Edwards, representing Ganong

{ Brothers, Ltd., of St. Stephen, was first

called. His company manufactured
candy and confectionery and had been
established for upwards of fifty years.
It shipped 1,750,000 pounds to Manitoba
and 1,022,000 .pounds to Ontario, zmnI

Gy

Olds, Alta. She continuest
“] have tested Zam-Buk per-
sbnally, and have used it for
my patients in a great num-
ber of cases —always with
the same satisfactory results:
“Speaking professionally,”
Miss Kgith concludes, '‘'my
advice to all sufferers from
eczema of any otheér skin
trouble is: Cleanse the af-
fected parts thoroughly, and
apply Zam-Buk freely an
regularly. 1 am confident
that this treatment will be
found sufficient to cure even
the most stubborn cases.”
Zam-Buk, being com-
posed solely of herbal es-
sences, is so refined that it
penetrates to the underlying
tissties, which is where skin
diseases have their roots. Un-

[} less a salve is capable of
i penetrating to the root of the

e

has been that there is nothing known
science .that can compare with Zam-
treatment of skin troubles or injuries.”
the opinion of Miss J. Keith, professional nurse,

to medical
Buk for the
This is.
of

disease it cannot permanently
heal. This is why ordinary
ointments which, owing to
their coarsé ingredients,
never get deeper than the
surface, either do not heal at
all or only heil over the outer
skin, with the result that the
disease breaks ont again. §
Zam-Buk cures, on the con- '§
trary, stay cured.

Zam-Buk is also unegualied
for cuts, burns, scalds and all
skin injuries. When Zam-
Buk is applied, there is no
danger of festering, and noth-
ing ends pain and heals so
quickly. -

Zam-Buk should, be used for ring-
worm, nlcers, abscesses, blood-poisoning,
piles, boils, pimples, ahd a1l ekin injufies
aiid diseases. All druggists 50c. box, of
from Zam-Buk Co., Toronto, for price.

Send this advertisement,
Free BOX. name of paper, and ic.

stamp and receive trial box.

the freight rate for its goods had ad-

vanced from 13 cents in 1914 to 19
cents. Western shipments were twenty
per cent. and Ontario shipments fifteen
per cent of the firm’s business. In raw
materials they bought sugar in St. Jolin
and glucose from Ontario, and about
one-third of the glucose bought would
be re-shipped to the west in the manu-
factured product. He did not complain
of the classification of his goods, but
desired an atrbitrary lower than the
class rate. There had been a commodity
rate on confectionery to Montreal which
was cancelled seven years ago before the
judgment of the railway board in 1916.
The firm’s business west of the Lakes
had been .a higher percentage of
total business some years ago than it
was today. The business’ banner year
had been 1913, and while now thirty
per cert. of its total output went west
of the Lakes, in 1913 the percentage had
been higher. Freight rates worked a
hardship in two directions, on raw ma-
terial and on the outgoing finished
article. Competition from Quebec and
Ontario was very keen.

Commissioner McLean asked if the
firm had considered advertising as a
factor in its sales, and if it was adver-
tising as extensively as its competitors.
Mr. Edwards said the firm was working
on this matter. Replying to Mr. Fraser,
of the C. N. R., he said the firm did not
get any higher returns on sales in the
west, and to Commissioner Rutherford
he said that the prices in the west did
not absorb freight rates.

T. S Simms & Co., Ltd.

L. W. Simms, representing T. S. Simms
Camnony, Itd. brugh mannfacturers of
St. John, established in 1872, said the
firm’s chief competitors were in ‘I'eron-
to, Hamilton and lort Elgin, and it was
necessary for the firm to have western
trade to maintain an industry of its size.
It did less business in Ontario than in
the west because the further afield from
Ontario it went the less was the handi-

was In paint brushes and smaller goods

“In cases of
Neurasthenic
Debility follow-
ing Influenza,
Hall's Wine
works wonders.
Shall always re-
commend it.”
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from nurses and patients,
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A well-known doctor says:—

«In cases of mental and physi-
cal exhaustion, 1 know of nothing
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An M. R. C. S. says:—

«She is suffering froma con-
dition of blood and nerves
which would be much benefited
by taking Hall’s Wine.

1
would form a
jeved by Hall’s Wine.

THE SUPREME TONIC RESTORATIVE

Sold by your Druggist. Extra large size botile $2.25
PROPRIETORS :

d

England

Stephen Smith & Co., Li

~ Frank L.

;, '.

ited, Bow. L

SOLE CAMADIAN AGENTS:
Benedict & Co., 45 St. Alexander St., Montreal

Cis0

ot

were bulkier and heavier. Commodity
rates had been in existence for house-
hold brushes to the codst, but were ré-
moved in 1913. There was a twenty-
two per cernt. freight on brooms to the
west. In purchasing raw material the
bulkiest broom corn, carne from Okla-
homa via Chicago, Toronto and Mon-
treal, and there the Qntatio competitors
‘had the advantage.

Maritime Nail Company.

| Stanley E . Elkin, representing the
Maritime Nail Company, Limited, said
the freight rate of his raw material, iron
rods, was $14.30 a ton from Pittsburg
to St. John and from Pittsburg to Mon-
treal was $9.70, a difference of $4.60 a
gross ton. The manufactured product,
nails, was shipped to Montreal as the
Maritime Provinces would not care for
the output of his thre€ plants. The
freight rate to Montreal was $6.20 a
ton, and his company was therefore at
a disadvantage with the Montreal manu-
facturer to the extent of $11.64 a gross
ton. Having faced the situation for
some time his company had started to
thove some of its plant to Montreal and
last year sent up twenty per cent of its
machines.. When the business was es-
tablished the difference between Pitts-
burg, Montreal and Pittsburg St. John
freight rates was only about $1.35 a
ton, and the freight rate to Montreal
14 1-2 cents a 100 lbs. The average pro-
fits of his company in fifteen years had
not equalled $4 a ton.

Originally there had been a five cent
differential from Montreal, but until two
months ago, when the C. N. R. reduced
it to ten cents, it had been twenty-three
and one half cents. The ten cents was
really the old differential of five cents,
plus the increase on freight rates given
by the Railway Commission, but the
rate was now 50 1-2 cents as against the
old rate of thirty cents. On account of
Pittsburg competition he was selling
nails at Head of Lakes for less than he
was getting for them in St. John and
at a dead loss. The company had ‘a
piece of property at Fort William on
which, before the war, it had intended
building a nail mill, but the impossibil-
ity of shippihg to the head of lakes be-
cause of freight rates, caused them to
give up the idea. The New England
market was closed because, although
there was no duty on nails the freight
rates to Boston were higher than those
enjoyed by Pittsburg to the same place.

Unless maritime industries were plac-
ed where they could compete without
having profits absorbed by freight rates
there could be no development or ex-
tension of industries. The railways had
enjoyed government subsidies and the
people of the Maritime Provinces con-
tributed their share and should be en-

igeographical position.
icontention that
| were not entitled to the same consider-
iation as the centre was not conducive

vidence!

titled to consideration on account of
The railway’s
extremities of lines

to the development of the whole coun-
try. The railways should take the fat
with the lean as the industries did.

In Mr. Elkin’s business he found dis-
crimination on the part of the C. N. R,
whose rate on wire rods was $3.24 1-2
from Sydney to St. John, and $5.40 from
Sydney to Montreal, while it cost him
$6.28 to get nails to Montreal, so that
against Montreal makers buying rods
from Sydney there was a disadvantage
of $9.09 1-2.

The Montreal mills enjoyed an op-
portunity for mixed carloads, and the
advance in minimum weight cars had
worked to their advantage and against
his own business, as the average pur-
chaser preferred a mixed carload as ne-
cessitating less capital. Mixed carloads,
he felt, should carry a differential over
straight carloads of one commodity, and
the carload rate of 80,000 pounds.

As an instance of how the freight rate
killed his industry Mr. Elkin said that

K.
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it cost $1.21 to ship 100 pounds of nails'
to Van Buren in Aroostook county !
(Me.)

Commissioner Carvell said that the
matter was not so much a question of
how freight rates affected local condi-
tions as whether a redistribution of rates
should be made between east and west

and he asked Mr. Elkin what he would '

suggest be done in order to aid manu-
facturing in the easts

Suggests Survey.

Mr. Elkin said he believed a survey |-

should be made of the conditions of the
industries. Freight rates should be re-
constructed on a basis of Montreal and
Toronto and a differential for the ex-
tremes with some consideration of the
profit and the tonnage of the business
concerned. He would supgest com-
modity rates on a Montreal basis. Rail-
roads must have some inicome, he real-
fzed that, but they need not have an
earning over every mile of road. They
could make up in the centres where
there was crowded population and the
burden would be distributed and not
felt. If u mileage basis was used in-
dustries with a long haul must go down.
He approved of a commodity rate but
the difficulty in getting a commodity rate
depended upon the personality of the
applicant and the state of mind of the

‘| freight agent, and unless a basls was es-

tablished there always would be an in-
equali%

Mr. Carvell asked if Mr. Blkin would
suggest a general reduction of all class
rates from St. John to Mocntreal and Mr.
Mclean asked if he was not seeking an
atbitrary tate for shipping into Mont-
real irrespective of distance. -

Mr. Rand said what the maritime
provinces wanted was to be placed on
the same arbitraries as had existed in
1914. Mr. Flintoft asked what Mr, El-
kin would suggest as the limits of the
disttibuting centre and J. H. Hayes
pointed out that in the lake district in-
deated by Mr. Flkin the rallways had
to ¢ompete with water transport.

T. McAvity & Sons, Ltd.

Adjournment was made for a noon
recess and when the commission reas-
sembled J. B. Hamm, répresenting 'L
MeAvity & Sons, Ltd., was the first to
present his case. He said the company
was long establislied and was the only
industry of its size in the same line in
the maritime provinces. The company
presented its case solely from the point
of view of manufacturers of iron, al-
though it had other products. The ar-
bitraries on its raw material, pig iron,
which it obtained from Hamilton, On-
tario, had increased from 10 cents in
1914 %0 20% cents in 1922 and both in-
coming and outgoing freights were af-
fected.

Mr. Carvell asked if he thought the
board should take into consideration the
extra cost of bringing raw material in
as well as of shipping out the finished
article.

Mr. Hamm explained that the firm
had contemplated building a plant at
Familton but, on the outbreak of war,
had erected a shell factory in St. John
whieh it was trying to convert to use in
its present business gnd in it emplov-
ment cotild be given to 200 or 300 men.
The establishment was one of the oldest
manufacturing concerns in the maritime
provinces, On its iron manufactures
and raw material the arbitrary had been
doubled since 1914, when it was ten
cents.

Mr. Carvell said he could not under-
stand why pig iron could not be pur-
chased in Sydnev and Mr. Hamm said
that one year ago the maritime prov-
inces Had been canvassed to find ont
what market there would be for pig iron
from Sydney and apparently it had been
found that there was too small a mar-
ket as he had heard nothing of the mat-
ter since then. :

Sackville Industries.

For the two Sackville firms, the En-
terprise Foundry Co., Ltd., established
in 1880, and Charles Fawcett, Ltd., es-
tablished twenty years previous to that
date, and both manufacturers of stoves,
D. S. Fisher was the representative. He
said there were eleven stove foundries
in New Brunswick but that of these he
believed the companies he represented
were most largely interested in the west-
ern trade. His company also bought
pig iren from Hamilton as Sydney found
the maritime market for foundry iron
was too small. Some different ores wgre
used also. in making foundry iron. Some
of the ingredients came from the Medi-
terranean, he believed. The most serious
competition his concern . met with was
from upper Canadian plants. He asked
for the restoration of the previous dif-
ferential. In 1914 the differential was
eleven cents and at the present time it
was twenty-two cents for 100 pourfds
to the prairie proyinces. To British Col-
umbia there was a commodity rate but
in the prairie provinces there was a
class rate. He did not comiplain so
much of the transcontinental rates.
Western business was hecéssary to the
enterprise as it added to the turnover.

Mr. Fraser, of the C. N. R, asked if
trade with India or elsewhere would not
as effectively add to the turnover of the
business. Mr. Fisher said that western
trade was desirable as there was no
duty and no differing climatic conditions.
Mr. Rand said that freight rates shut
maritime trade sout of Ontario and the
west had to be depended upon for ex-
port trade.

Attantic Undetweat, Ltd.,

For the Atlantic Underwear, Limited,
of Moncton,, established m 1912, H. D,
Adams said that sixty-five per cent of
the company’s business was with points
west of Montreal and that when the firm
first started the difference between rates
from Ontario to western points and
from Moncton to western points was so
small that the jobbers were willing to
absorb it but at the present time the
situation was greatly changed. In 1912
the difference between the rates from
Moncton and Toronto and Hamilton and
Toronto was seventeen cents on one
dozen woollen shirts and at the present
time it was thirty cents and at the pres-
ent time the jobbers would not absorb
the freight but the Ontario business of
the firm was 15 per cent of the volume
and the western business 45 per cent.
The local market took 16-per cent and
Montreal 22 per cent. The raw material
eame from England, Boston, Toronto
and Montreal and some from local mar-
kets. Some local wool was sold to a
firm in. Toronto and was repurchased
by his firm. Improved methods of grad-
ing had been of great benefit to the local
wool market.

J. D. Matven, Ltd.

J. D. Marven, Ltd., of Moncton, bis-
cuit manufacturers, established in 1908,
was represented by S. L. Holder. He
said there was only one other company
in the maritime provinces solely devoted
to the manufacture of biscuits, and On-
tario houses were his chief competitors.
He had to pay freight on his flour, lard
and glucose. His plant was the second
or third largest biscuit plant in Canada

¥

and had been built with the hope of get-
ting into western markets. He had a
small éxport trade about thitee per cent
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to Newfoundland and seven per’cent to

British West Indies.
Atlantic Sugar Refideries.

F. H. Gibbs, representing the Atlantic
Sugar Refineries, said that that industry|
had obtained its eharter in 1912 believing.
that the favorable rates on the manu-|
factured sugar then in existence wouldl
always be enjoyed and that raw supplies
could be had by water. The freight at
that time was ten cents on 100 pounds.
In 1916 it was increased two cents and
at the present time it was 20% cents per
100 pdunds as compared with the former |
10-cent rate.

Mr. Carvell said the sugar refinery
difficulty was more with commodity
rates than with the arbitrary. Mr. Gibbs |
said that the refinery wanted the arbi-|
trary ten cents to Loints west and the
commodity rates. What had been said|
of the.Atlantic refineries applied to the!
Acadia refineries also only ‘to a greater
degree as the Acadia  refineries were
established in 1878 and their trade built
up under the old rates.

Crosby Molasses Compaty.

The Crosby Molasses Company was
not represented, but presented a written
statement. Mr. Rand explained for the
company that its only competitors in
Winnipeg were from New Orleans and
that the present rate from New Orleans
to Winnipeg was sSuch that St John
could not compete. If the arbitraries
were reduced to the former basis the,
company would be able to do business |
in Winnipeg-

This concluded the presentation of the
case for the maritime provinces.

R. L. Sargant of the Canadian Lum-
bermen’s Association then asked for per-
mission to present the case of Murray
& Gregory, of St. John, lumbermen, with
interests in the nmorth shore who asked
for through rates on the Quebec Central
to Montreal and a remedy fot discrepan-
cies between fares on the Quebec Central
as against rates on contiguous points on
the C. N. R. The C. P. R. should ar-
range through rates to and fro all ter-
ritory in Canada, he claimed. r. Flin-
toft said the comipany had had no no-
tice of this matter. Commissioner Car-
vell said that the ~matter should be
taken up with the company first and if
no agreement was arrived at, it might be
brought back to the board.

For the George McKean Company and
W.. Malcolm Mackay Company Limited,
Mr. Sargant asked that special rates be
given for lumber on branch lines of the
C. N. R. Mr. Hayes for the C. N.-R.
sdid that this matter had not been taken
up with the C. N. R. and it would be
better to get some decision from the rail-
way before taking the matter to the
board.

Commissioner MacLean said that the
board always encouraged applicants to
take up matters with the railways first.

Mr. Carvell said that where it was a
inatter purely of the C. N. R. the board

board had ever igsued and he believed it
probably would continue to do so. The
jurisdiction of the board in regard to the
C. N. R. had been guestioned in Halifx
and its position clearly defined.

At the conclusion of “the hearing the
chief commissioner was asked if any un-
derstafiding liad Been fteached in regard
to the question between the C. N. R.
ahd the C. P. R. concerning the transfer
of freight from the city to West St. John.
Mr. Carvell stated that so far as he
knew no undérstanding had beer

lreached but that the matter would comt

up at the next meeting of the railwa;j
board in Ottawa on Wednesday, Janu
ary 25.

The first item on the list for that day
had been a case presented by the St
John Board of Trade in behalf of coa
interests in Minto re allowance for con
car doors. This case was announced t
have been withdrawn.

The business of the sitting was con
cluded in time for the commissioners t
leave shortly after 4 o'clock.

Instantly Beautify
Your Complexion

Thousands of girls and women every-
where. proclaim DERWILLO the great-
est beautifier yet discovered. It instantly
gives the 'skin that rosy white appear-
ance every notrmal woman craves. Over
five hundred thousand are usifig it in
place of face powder, as it stays on until
you wash it off. It is so lifelike in ap-
peafatice that it is dmpossible t6 detect
it, and it gives you a youthful skin
“every one just loves to touch.” It is
especially recommended as a protection
to the skin, for shiny nose, freckles, tan,
blackheads and sallow dark, rough skin
Tty it today on your face, neck, hands
and arms. Yes, it’s absolutely harm-
less, even on the most delicate skin. At
all toilet counters everywhere, including
Wassons® Drug Stores.

Speaking at the weekly lincheon of
the Rotary Club at Regina F. H. Auld.
deputy minister of agriculture for Sas
katchewan, expressed the belief that ~
prospects for agricultural producticr.
Western Canada and for a relativel
greater purchasing power on the part of
farmers, are distinctly, better for 192:
than they proved to be in 1921. A
greater stability in farm produce mar-
kets in 1922 is looked for by Mr. Aul
as a result of the passing of war-tim'
restrictions and the disposal of govern
ment stores of meat butter and othe
farm products. An increase in value
is not to be expected; but a gradual im
provement in the farmer’s position, t
be brought about by increased purchas
ing power rather than higher prices, ma;
be anticipated. The purchasing powe
of grain and live stock in compariso
with wholesale and retail grices of othe
commodities has, in Mr. Xuld’s opinior

had no jurisdiction but that the C. N. It.
had carried out every order which the

reached its lowest point, and will begil
to improve,
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