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a great deal of suffering to our soldiers. I
am glad to see that a Canadian has been
given the credit of showing General Kit-
chener the importance of having pack
horses for carrying on operations in South
Africa. That is a step in the right direc-
tion, one that will do credit to Canada and
will assist in the success of British arms

.there.  There are one or two other points in

this report but they are of less importance,
and I shall not deal with them. But those
that I have mentioned, it seems to me, are
very important.

The MINISTER OF MILITIA AND
DEFENCE. My hon. friend will remember,
and the House will remember, that under the
arrangement made with the Imperial autho-
rities, the Canadian government has noth-
ing whatever to do with the forage or ra-
tions after the arrival of the troops and
horses in South Africa. That is the fact,
and consequently we are not responsible.
Of course, the case to which the hon. gen-
tleman refers is a serious one, and I agree
with him that if true, it ts quite inexplic-
able at a point so near the base of supplies.
On the other hand, I would point out to the
House that Lieut.-Col. Herchmer may pos-
sibly be looking at what happened out there
through glasses perhaps scarcely fair. I
think that any wrong that occurred he would
be inclined to see through a glass magnify-
ing a good deal, and any good he would se¢
from an infinitesimal point of view. I
should not have referred to this, but it is
only fair, I think, when a statement of this
kind is sent into the House, no doubt at
the request of Lieut.-Col. Herchmer—

Mr. INGRAM. No, Mr. Chairman, excuse
me. Col. Herchmer is in no way respon-
sible for that document, nor any other liv-
ing man, so far as I know. I came across
that document accidentally, I do not know
who placed it in the position where I found

- it; and having perused it, I could not help

referring the matter to the hon. gentleman.
If it was laid in such a position that I could
put my hands on it, there may be other
documents lying around in such a position
that other gentlemen can put their hands
on them.

The MINISTER OF MILITIA AND
DEFENCE. I have no objection to the
hon. gentleman reading it, but I think it
was the duty of Lieut.-Col.\Herchmer, who
was appointed by this government as one
of the officers of the Canadian contingent
in South Africa, to make a report of that
kind to his own government. As a matter
of fact, Lieut.-Col. Herchmer was displaced
from his command in South Africa on the re-
port of General Hutton, supported by a
medical officer, I forget which one it was;
and Col. Herchmer has been applying to me
and to the government ever since for re-
dress with reference to his treatment. T
was not able to see that he had been badly
treated, nor do I think he was badly treat-

ed. But I have no doubt that he feels un-
comfortable, and feels disposed to make
things as unpleasant as he can, both for
this government and the Imperial govern-
ment.

Mr. INGRAM. I may say this is dated
at Canarvon, 22nd March, 1900, and is ad-
dressed to the C. 8. O., Ottawa, that is the
chief staff officer, Ottawa. It goes on from
day to day, giving reports to the depart-
ment here, as I take it, and is signed T. D.
B. Evans, Lt.-Col. Comndg. 2nd Bn., C.M.R.

The MINISTER OF MILITIA AND
DEFENCE. Then, I think it would be in
order to ask my hon. friend how he came
into possession of it. If it is an official
document, I think we have a right to know.

Mr. INGRAM. I can say I found it in
a drawer. I do not know who put it there,
I will admit that much, and thatisallI can
admit. That drawer I am in the habit of
using myself.

The MINISTER OF MILITIA AND
DEFENCE. There is no doubt about its
being an official document.

Mr. SPROULE. Would the minister tell
us about the number of rifies we have, and
also give us some information regarding
the quality of the ammunition ?

The MINISTER OF MILITIA AND
DEFENCE. The only ammunition which
we have had here which was not up to the
proper standard, was ammunition which we
purchased from the War Office. That was
admitted to be bad, or not quite what it
ought to be; and after having a report by
the superintendent of the cartridge factory
we asked parliament to vote, I think, a sum
of $15,000 to make these cartridges all right.
That money was voted, and the cartridges
have been made good. The Imperial gov-
ernment, recognizing that we were not to
blame in the matter. that they were respon-
sible, have repaid the amount. As to the
quantity of arms, we have 40,000 stand of
Lee-Enfield and Lee-Metford rifles. As to
the quantity of ammunition, I am not able
to state the exact amount. Perhaps it is
not desirable that I should. But I may say
that it is not up to the reserve quantity
that we ought to have, that we are increas-
ing the capacity of the cartridge factory
now to about four times what it was, in the
hope that in a very few years we shall
have a very large reserve indeed, a satisfac-
tory reserve of ammunition, in fact the .re-
serve which the intelligence branch of the
.War Office required or advised.

Mr. INGRAM. There is another matter
I desire to mention, and one to which I drew
the attention of the hon. gentleman last .
year, and that is the cadet corps. Would
the hon. gentleman explain what he has
done to supply the cadet corps with ammu-
nition, &e.?



