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a great deal of suffering to our soldiers. I
amn giad to see that a Canadian lias been
given the credit of showing General Kit-
chener the importance of liavîng packi
horses for carrying on operations ln Soutli
Africa. That is a step ln the riglit direc-
tion, one that will do credit to Canada and
wlll asslst ln the success of Britishi arms
there. ' Tiere are one or tw o other points ln
thus report but they are of iess importance,
and I shahl not deal with them. But tiose
that 1 have mentioned, it seems to me, are
very important.

The MINISTER 0F MILITIA AND
DEFENCE. My lion. friend wiil remember,
and the House will remember, that under the
arrangement made wîti the Imperial autho-
ries, the Canadian government lias notli-
lng whatever to, do with the forage or ra-
tions after tlie arrivai. of the troops and
horses ln South Africa. That is the fact,
and consequently we are not responsible.
0f course. tlie case to which the hon, gen-
tleman refers is a serious one, and 1 agree
with hlm that if true, It is quite inexplic-
able at a point so near the base o! suppiIes.
On the other liand, I would point out to the
House that Lleut.-Col. Herclimer may pos-
sibly be looklng at wliat happened out there
through glasses perhaps scarcely fair. I
think that any wrong that occurred lie would
be inchlned to see through a glass magnify-
lng a good deal, and any good lie wouid sev
from an infinitesimal point of view. I
islouid not have referred to this, but it is
oniy fair, I think, when a statement of this
ldnd Is sent Into the House, no doubt nt
the request of Lieut.-Col. Herclimer-

Mr. INGRAM.' No, Mr. Chairman, excuse
me. Coi. Herclimer is ln no way respon-
sible for that document, nor any other liv-
Ing man, 50 far as 1 know. I came across
tint document accidentally, 1 do not know
who placed it ln the position where I found
it; and havlng perused it, I could not lielp
referring the matter to the ion. gentleman.
If It was laid in suci a position that I could
put my hands on it, there may be other
documents ling around in sucli a position
tint otlier gentlemen can put their hands
on tliem.

The MINISTER 0F MILITIA AND
DEFENCE. I have no objection to the
ion. gentleman reading it, but I think It
was the duty of Lleut.-CoI.\ýIerchmfer, who
was appointed by this government as one
of the officers of the Canadian contingent
In SQuth Africa, to make a report of tint
kind t&1 lis own goverument. As a matter
ef fact, Lleut.-Col. Herclimer was dlsplaced
from is command ln Southi Africa on the re-
port of Generai Hutton, supported by a
medical officer, I forget wlicl one lt was ;
and Col. Herclimer has been appiying to mue
and to the government ever since for re-
dress with reference to bis treatment. 1
was not able to see that lie had been badlY
treated, nor do I thiak lie was badly treat-

ed. But I have no doubt that hie feels un-
comfortable, and feels disposed to make
things as unpleasant as he can, both for
this government and the Imperial govern-
ment.

Mr. INGRAM. I may say this is dated
at Canarvon, 22nd Mardi, 1900, and is ad-
dressed to the C. S. 0., Ottawa, that is the
chief staff officer, Ottawa. It goes on from
day to day, giving reports to the depart-
ment here, as I take it, and is signed T. D.
B. Evans, Lt.-Col. Comndg. 2nd Bn., C.M.R.

The XINISTER 0P MILITIA AND
DEFENCE. Then, 1 think it would be ln
order to ask my lion. friend how h le came
into possession of It. If it is, an officiai
document, I thinli we have a riglit to know.

Mr. INGRAM. I can say I found It ln
a drawer. I do not know who put It there,
I will admit that mucli, and that Is ail I cau
admit. That drawer I arn in the habit of
uslng myseif.

The MINISTER 0F MILITIA AND
DEFENCE. There 15 no doubt about Its
belng an officiai document.

Mr. SPR0ULE. Would the minister tell
us about the number of rifles we have, and
also give us some Information regarding
the quality of the ammunition ?

The MINISTER 0F MILITIA AND
DEFENCE. The only ammunition which
we have had liere which was not up to the
proper standard, was ammunition whicli we
purciased fromn the War Office. That was
admitted to be bad. or flot quite what it
ought to be; and after having a report by
the superintendent of the cartridge factory
we asked parliament to vote, I thlnk, a sum
of $15,000 to make these cartridges ail riglit.
Tiat money was voted, and the cartrldges
have been made good. The Imperiai gov-
ernment. recognizing that we were not to
blame in the matter. that they were respon-
sible, have repald the amount. As to, the
quantity of arms, we have 40,000 stand of
Lee-Enfild and Lee-Metford rifles. As to
the quantlty of ammunition, I am n ot able
to state the exact amount. Perhaps It Is
not desirable that I should. But I may say
that it Is not up to the reserve quantity
that we ouglit to have, that we are inýcreas-
lng -the capaclty of the cartridge factory
now to about four ties what it was, ln the
hope that In a very f ew years we shahl
have a very large reserve lndeed, a satlsfac-
tory reserve of ammunition, in fact the.re-
serve whlch the Intelligence brandi of the

,War Office requlred or advlsed.

Mr. INGRAM. Tiere Is another matter
I desire to mention, and one to which I drew
the attention of the hon. gentleman last
year, and that Is the cadet corps. Would
the bon. gentleman explain what lie has
done to supply the cadet corps wlti ammu-
nition, &c.?
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