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Wlut «M tlM poraUtion oi Cinida aad what wn dMir InewMai of th*
cooatrjr th«y iiitrad«d to travcrM ? I btUcvt tiut except nyMlf thwi to

b«t OM' other man ia the Hotiac of CoouaoM, and not one from OnUrio
and Ouebec, who was In Parliament when those thints were discussed. Who
opposed the Mhcnc. and why? SandfleM Macdonald. Sir Alexander Gait, Mr.
Blaka, Mr. Dorion. Mr. W. McDonfall. Mr. Holton. Hon. AUxander Mac-
keniie—(applanse)—and others. TTiey amply Justified their position.*

IGNORANT OF THE DETAILS.

It wu not possible in the ten years called (or by the treaty to have
boilt the re»d. To my certain knowledge it consumed ahnoH ten years before
the engineers even found a pass throu^ the mounUins of British Columbia
What did those men know at the time of the country? I well remember
the debates which todc place when the C.P.R. was launched, and I wiM iake
it npon myself to say that I believe there was not one man in the Govern-
ment which brought down that measure who when examined on oath could
have said whether one or three chains of moontdns had to be surmoanted
in British Columbia. I do not think a single man among them had set j
foot in the northwest except Sir Charles Tupper, who visited Louis Riel

imder pecuKar circumstanees-(laughter)—and spent half an hour with him
in securing a practical knowledge o* the geography of the Northwest. (Re-
newed laughter.)

A CONTRAST OF COST.

Suppose it did cost us two, three or four times as much as we expect
and have reason to beHeve it wiU. What would the charge amount to? It
wouM amount to one-sixtieth part of our present gross income. What would
it have amounted to in Sir John Macdonakfs time? No one dreams that it

•It » uot t«i«r*lly known that so grave wm the opposition to this meuure bi
IWl. ana so dlMattafled w«r» very many of th« aupporters of the Oovannnebt with
the eacplaaatlona they reoolvod that thedeelaiv* vote eommlttln* the eooatrr to
the ImiMtflate oonatruetlon of the road was carried by a bare majority of 10 (IS to) la alHouao In which aa a rule a Oovam raent eould command a majority o< >. Tt

***.?L^*" **"** * **• **"• *"** several mnnbors of the Cabinet stroacly
dIaapproTed of the terms of the bargain, and It was notorious and admitted evenby their own strongMt partlaana that, had the vote been Uken by baUot the
measure woald have been defMted by a larte majority
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