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war. We must effect some serious disarmament, and

secure that no State shall go to war before its grievance

has been laid before a European tribunal. All this is

difficult, but not impossible if we really wish to have

a lasting peace.

3. We must encourage the independence and neutrality

of small States. Perhaps Europe may have the advan-

tage of several new Republics and a number of new
and lesser States. Small States, though they cannot

be conspicuous for great wars or make extensive con-

quests, have probably rendered greater services to

humankind in the achievements of painting, poetry,

architecture, and sculpture, not to speak of religion

and philosophy, than great Empires. Above all, no

population must be handed over to any State without

the declared consent of that population. Government

must be by the consent of the governed.

4. We must have no secret treaties any more. Our
Foreign Policy needs to be democratized. Parliament

and the people should know far more about negotia-

tions concerning war and peace. These colossal issues

should not depend upon the secret bargn^ ings of

a dozen European statesmen. Ours at least is a country

of free government and of free speech.

5. If we have learned anything from the conduct of

business by firms like Krupp and others, then we shall

insist that all manufacture of arms and weapons of war

shall be nationalized. It is not consistent with the

welfare of any nation tha^ a certain large and wealthy

section of its citizens should be able to commercialize

war and amass enormous fortunes by fomenting war-

scares, thus drawing their profit frc . the misery of

their countrymen. This is the business of a ' Wrecker '

only on a European scale.


