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iWliich have been cited as thov>gh they irnpoitefl

'1k9 revocation of the nntecedunt grants by the

tonjmny. Many have thought that because tha

liing said these grants wero to be revoked, they

w*»re revoked. I admit, some were : indeed all

those which do not at present subsist wure no
doubt tnkmi nossosfiion of and grouted ajain.

The first of'thr'se Arrets is of 16G3, March ^1,

(page LTi. of the Third Volume Ifu'd bpfc-e

Parliament), .ii it the king conn plains of

the failure to st^ttle the cuntry end alleges :

*•' that one of the chief cauRco for the said
" country not becoming so populous as ho
" desired and even thit several scllh'mftits had
"' been destroyid by the Iroquois is (o bo fouii'l in

"in the grants of liirge quaritilifrs ot iar.d wliich
•"' have been accorded to certain inh.ibitanls of lh<:

" fidid country, who never l)eiiig abl^e to clear thfiir

*' lands, and havit'g established their rcsid r.ccs

"in the middle of thf* snii! lajids, hive by tlii'j

** means found thcms^I.ts placed at i .^rcat dis-

" tance from ^ach other, and, therefore, un.ible t.>

*' succour or aid each other. " An i »!;» arret

goes onto say that, to prevent this evil, th? ki,ng
j

ordains that " within six months oi tlie }>ubiica-
** tion of the present arretin tha sii'5 country al!

** the inhabitants thereof shall cars? to bi> clear-

"ed the lands contained in their concfissions ; or
" otherwise, in default of their so doing within
*• the time mentioned, his Majfstv' ordains that
*' all the lands not cleared shall be distributed
'• by new concessions in the name of His Majesty;
*' His Majesty revoking and annulling ail con-
*' cessions of land by the said company still re»
" maining uncleared." It misht be supposed that

this meant something; b;it almost on the same
day tbera will be fotind in the old edition of the

BdUi et Ordonnances, vol. 2, p. 26, a document
directed to a M Guadal"^, h Commissioner of In-

auiry. lliis is dated May 6th, 163.3. and in it

le king treats ihe injunction just mentioned
as merely comminatory, and never intended to

.be carried out to tlse letter, " In case any of
"(hose to v;hom concessions have been xsde,
" set to work at orce to clear them entirely, and
" before the expiratior of six months as mention-
' ed in the arret, shrill have commenced to
" clear a good p:irt, it is tht! intention f.f His Ma-
*'jcsty, that on their pr-ti^ion, the Sovereign
" Council may grant a new term of six mor:triS

*^only, which being opd.'d he desires thai fill th^

"abovo mentioned concessions shall be dpcla.'cd
*' null, " When the arrit rnmo. to Canada, how-
evtr. it appeiarsthat nothiM^; w?S'ior>j wi'h i; the

ifiovereign Council Ci)r.Cfiitnd its;:if with merely
(having it co.Timunicatcd to th:; Syndic of the hahi-

runs before cny thin? was done upon k—avani
/aire droit. In fricl nolhing wr; dote, fxrepf as

to those concesjior.s already refern!'.! to which
were r<=8i!med and rcsiranted.

In May 1661 the French king g sn'f-d a now
charter to the company of tii'? VVost Indir-s, find

shortly nfter this, was written one of lh»

extracts cf corrcspondtfnce lately laid hf.Tore this

House, 1 ftel it nects^ary to advert t^t this latter,

to show th:it I hxva gone over the entire sniijoct.

The paper heais the names of dc 'I'ra' y nnd Ta-

Idn. who were at tliat 'iinr (Invrrnor and fnton-

dant of the colony. They seem to have be^n fram-
ing a plan fo, regulating th3 CDacess.ons of lands,

aad they proposed .•

—

" That an ordinance be madn, enjoioirg all in-

habitants of the country, and all foreigners powi^t'

sing lands th«?re'n, to declare whnt they posse *i, .

either in Jlef of iieg^ homage or of simple
homnge, m arriert-fief or in rofurn, by a state-

ment and ackt'.owli d.;ment {dinombrtminl et aveu)

in favor ol the West India Company, giving lh«

conditions and clauses contained in th?ir title-deeds

so that it may be ascertained whether the Seigniors

(ae.igneursdominan's'^ nave not had anything in-

serted in the dc'td.s gi\ en to them by the lords pa-

ramount {seiinnevrs mzfrains ou dominantissitnrg}

to the prejudice of ihe sights of sovereignty; and
wh^tbur they tijesriselvts, in distributing tht; lar.ds

cf th'jir^«/ </L»;/i{*it,r./ to their vassals, have not

exacted auyto.n{< that may infiini'd on iho rights

of the crown and the subjection due onlyato the

King. * * _
.

-J
" And to ay;.iu .:ny co!;fosion and pive the King a

pprfect knowlfKlije of the chan^jes which shall be
filc'cted each y-ar in Canada, that it be ordered

that in future no particular or general grant shall

be n^ade in the name of t'^i® West India Coirpany,
or on the part of the seigniors of fiefs who shall

b:« di.«tributing their domalne utile to habitans,

unless, (and this ^s a conditi.Mi of their validity,)

th'.' siin'i be vcrifiul n/id Jatified fay the official

hivjng powsr f.-oni R;s Mt'je.sfy, and be registered

it) tha oiYi^a ol' ihi' domain of the said company
j

for wha?e banefit a land roll terrier shall be com*
mence.'^ fort*- •ith."

'^ey were under tUe impression that
' nd which had been made interfer-

j .>f sovereignty ; and under tliia

-.il was—not to make the Sei-

to throw a certain measure of
ay of their so doing. Whatever
tended, however, it would seem

- tjiere project which camo to(.' -.rt'a

< .

e "

i.

gr

obs

might .,

to have
nothing
Asecv i arrtt has been cited as prr.ing the

zeal of t< " king to enforce the ser.icment of
the coun'.ry. This bears date in 1672, and was
registered S(!pt. IS, 1672; it appears only in the

old edition of the Edits et Ordonnancas at page 60.

This WiLs issvr-d just at the time when anew gov-

ernor was corning out, andi.* really little more than

an order to Mr. Talcn the Iiitcndant to make a
land roll or terrier It rrrites the too grer.t size of

tho grants and tiie insuflicii'nt Settlements, and
then it direct.'< that all proprietors should at once
settle on their lands ; failing to do which they

wercto be tak(»:i by the crown and regranted to

olh:5r.?—not the wholf oi" them, however, but half.

Th«; spirit o, the arret wa-! to say to the proprie-

tors of Ian ,3, wp see lh;\t you have got too much
to settle; therefore half luvsl be taken away
from you • but the mere fact of this arret hcing

i.ssiic(l f^h()wed flmt the prec?di<-:g one of 1663 was
m'.Tcly comipinatory and tiad not been acted upon.

Nor \v3s tliat of 1 672, any more fhuii t}ie other, for

almost iinm Mliatoly after, Talon granted a great

iunn!)er of S'igniorics without gain;^ through

any forir.aliiy whatever, for reurjitin,? to the do-

main of the crown any grants j)revi'jnsly nri'.de.

A third arret on this subject, al.'JO diree'ing the

escheat of oil" half of all uni^cttled l-aiids was
is-'iiipd in li'.74. and dirr-ctod to Mr. Duchesneau

the then Intenc'unt; but this ag.iin was merely

comminatory a;vl never acted upon. Then ia

1676 joint power? wore given to the Governor 9cd

I


