
PREFACE.

Most Europeans speak of America as they do of

England, France, or Prussia, as one of the great

countries of the world, but without reference to

the fact that it covers a larger portion of the globe

than all of them collectively. In like manner as

the New England confederacy originally comprised

Me most enlightened and most powerful trans-

atlantic provinces, and the inhabitants accidentally

acquired the appellation of Yankees, so this term

is very generally applied to all Americans, and is

too often used as a national, instead of a provincial

or a sectional soubriquet. In order to form an

accurate estimate of the national humour, it is

necessary to bear these two great popular errorn


