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in the East Indies ; if so, another of the British dependencies can,
ere this, add its testimony of his unmollified method of administer-
ing governmental affairs.

1 will now recur to our landing upon the island. At Sandy
Bay we were divested of our threadbare garments, and enrobed
in nice suits of domestic manufacture, got up after the latest im-
proved convict fashion. I should have mentioned that the French
prisoners from Lower Canada, were not sent ashore at Van Die-
man's Land, but were sent on to serve out their probationship at

Sidney, in New South Wales. In the afternoon of the day we
landed, Governor Franklin paid us a visit in company with some
of his officers. Capt. Wood,, of the Buffalo, and Dr. Frazier, our
surgeon, were present. The Governor made inquiry of our com-
mander concerning our behavior—if we had caused him any trou-

ble during our passage ; to which the captain replied, not in the

least instance. Dr. Frazier also gave the Governor a certificate

of our unqualified good conduct.

There were four prisoners sent from Canada for some offences,

for which they had been tried by the civil authorities, and sen-

tenced, some for a term of years, and some for life. These sen-

tences were now again read to them. Sir John informed us, that

we were sent out to the colony, under circumstances without a
precedent ; that he was not certain what was the pleasure of the

home government in disposing of us, and should immediately

write to Lord John RussoU for instructions; and until he should

hear from her Majesty's Secretary on the subject, we must work
on the roads. He recommended to us to hold no conversation

with the old prisoners, as they were a desperate and hardened

class of individuals, and that the term of our servitude would be

graduated by our good or bad behavior.

The next morning wo were sent out to the different road sta-

tions to work out our enormous taxes. Here, too, we were put

upon a rigid course of dietetics. Were you to have seen us

taking our daily rations, you would have taken us for the tenants

of a hospital for the cure of dyspepsia. Our food was uniformly

of the lightest kind—not in the least hard ofdigestion. Sir John,

in the plenitude of his benevolence, wished us to expend all our

energies in McAdamizing our ways, not in digesting English lux-

uries. The following recipes will show the compounds made
use of to appease our appetites, but it did not always have the de-

sired effect: . .
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Morning— 1 J lbs. coarse bread, a
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. .v.. .'n ! ,. 2 oz. flour, !

1 pint water.

The flour and water were maae into gruel, and taken with the

bread.
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,...j. i lb potatoes.


