
SECTION III. ly

niencc from the propofed reftriclion, as they

already employ Britilh Ihips, or thoib of their

neighbours, the northern Colonies.

The proprietors of fhips in the northern

Colonies, from the great number they poflefs

and employ, not only in their own immediate

commerce, but even in that of the Colonies

to the fouth, would be the only body of

people who could have any fhadow of rcafon

to complain, were the propofed rertraininc^

law put immediately in force; but by fiif-

pending it for one or two years, thcfe people

would have time fr.ilicient to obviate any in-

convenience thence arifmg to themfclves, by

difpofing of their fhipping to the relidents of

Britain (^who would have a great demand for

fhips from their increafe of carrying trade)

or otnerwife, by becoming rcfidents in Britain,

they might continue their property in fliips,

and the employ of them unchanged.

This alternative, inild and eafy as it is,

would undoubtedly be complained of as an

infringement of natural liberty ; but even fup-

pofing it a hardfhip, it is neccflliry the intereft

of individuals Ihould give way to the good of

the public.

If it be eflential that all the (hipping em-
ployed in the Colony foreign trade fhould be

liritifh property, it is equally, or even more

lb that they Ihould be navigated by Britilh

denizens or refidents, that is (according to the

i':\ of navigation in other cafes') the mafter

and two-tiiirds of the crew Ihould be Biitilli.
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