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her DifEculties, they aflifted the Spaniards againfl:

her, by every Method they could devife, by fur-

niihing them with Provifions, Artillery, Ammu-
nition, Tranfports, and even Ships of War, it

the fame Time, that under Pretence of there being

no War between England and the Empire, they

would have protefted their Subjects and Veffels,

as if they had belonged to a Neutral State. But

that wife Princefs was not to be terrified or chea-

ted, (he bore with thefe Grievances at firft, 'till

by the Exercife of a Naval War, Ihe had raifcd

a confiderable Maritime Power, and then ihe

treated thefe People as they deferved, ordering

her Admirals to fink, burn, and take all

fuch VeiTels belonging to the Hanfe Towns,
as they Ihould find in the Service of the King of

Spain^ or his Subjedts ; and they executed this

with fuch Vigour and Aftivity, as foon put it out

of the power of the Hanfe To\vns to (hew their

Malice towards her Government, by any other

Methods than grumbling, complaining, and
exciting the States of the Empire againft her,

which gave that Queen an Opportunity ofex-

tinguifhing all their Privileges here, and of en-

gaging mod of the German Merchants fettled in

her Dominions, to enter into the Englijh Com-
panies of Commerce, which fhe eredled,and which

gave the laft Blow to German Tyranny, and
cfFedlually eftablifhed our own Navigation.

The Power of the Houfe of Ai^ria came to

its Height under Charles V. who was at the fame
Time King of Spain^ Sovereign of great Part of
Italy^ and all the Low Countries. The Conduft
of this Prince, changed the whole Syftem of Ger-
many^ for as he had nothing at Heart but the

Grandeur of his Family, which led him to Mea-
i'ures dire<5lly repugnant to the Intereil of the
'

^ Empire,
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