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•

Mr. D<X roM and proceeded to oddrcH the

SeiHtte 01. .ne special order of the d«y. He «aid;

In entering into the debate on theoueation under
copaideration, 1 fee) conatrained .o- 'liner in opinion
with two diatinguished senat^irs who have preceded
me, in relation to the manner in which llie diacua-

aion should be conducted. I pllude to the senator

from Ohio, [Mr. Al;.bn,] who opened the debate,

find the senator from Delaware, [Mr. Clatton,]
who followed him. Both took the ground, and
with equally atrong language, that tho title to Ore-
son oueht not to be drawn into thia diucusainn, b<jt

for totally diflfereni rpnaona—the senator from Ohio,
faecaube tlie time for diacusaing it had gone by, and the

aenator from Delaware, because the time for discuM'
ine it had not arrived. With the unfeigned respect

Wbioh I entertain for both senators, I dissentfrom their

OpinJona with great difBdenoe of my own. But I am
eoMtrained to regard thequestion ofour rights in Ore-
gOD, as one on which the propriety of tho measures
pfopoaed peculiarly nnd eminently depends. What-
1» til* proposition before tiis Senate ? It i« to givu to

0re«t Britain the notice of twelve mnnthn, by virtue

ofwhich the treaty between her and the Unitud States,

tipuiating that the territory of Oregon shall be free

ana open to the people of both countries, is to be ab-
rogated and annulled.- We cannot disguise the fact,

that thia is a measure of tho most decided character,

and involving the most important consequences.
What ia it, air, but a declaratir-.) that the ter'

ritory of Oregon, .a,ter the expiration of twelve
ititotha, ahall no longer be open to the subjects of
Great Britain .' It is the first step towerds the asser-

tion ofour right of empire and domain in Orego".
I can see it in no other light. I shall cupport it. Bin
I oannot assent to the propriety of adopiuig a meas-
ure of euch magnitude without a.tying a single word
in illustration of our title to the territory, over which
we are thus preparing tb assert our paramount
rights. I do not leel at liberty to take audi a stop,

Sying summarily all right in others, or abstaining

n the assertion ofany right in ourselves.

I propose, therefore, as a preliminary of action on
my own part, to look at our title to Ore<;nn—not for

the purpose of defining it with critical precision, but
BO far as to stale the general grounda on which it

reata. And I am disposed to take .thia course, not
only with a view to justify the vote' I intei to give,

bttt for the further purpose of correcsing extreme
nisconceptiona, both at home and abroad, on a few
points of vital consequence. No purely American
question has^ perhaps, excited a stronger interest in

(Kher countrtes; and (doubt whether any other has
b«en so greatly misr^resented. The same miaappre-
hansionsexistat home. The public press, for the last

ftw weeks, has been teeming with essays disparaging

fte Spanish title, on which our own, in some dc-

gltt, rests. 1 am unwilling either to jisss by these

atatcmentsin silence, or to meet them with summary
dUclararions of right. It is natural that senators,

who have b«en long on this floor, and who have al-

ready borne a part tn the discussion of this question,

ahotud feci difiierently . But for myaelf, having never

even listened to a debate on the aubjoct—a subieet uiw '

til recently entirely new to me— I feel bound to state

the grounds on which I act. Thia is what I i;*;opo8e'

to do—not by the analysis of any particclttr treatias,

or by the examination of any particulcv Ttew of die
subject—but by exhibiting soqie f/f the historicilil

facts on which the Spanish tide and jur owu rest«< t

'

shall endeavor to perform this du'.y in the plaioeat
manner, >\dliering rigidly to the si.bject, a^d, if p(«-«
sible, withuutaddreesingasiiigU. wprd toprejtMUM
or passion.

The region which now_ constitutes the territory.of
Oregon was seen, and a part of its coeat reeonni^
tred— I will not say explored—halfa century af^
the discovery of America. In censequence of.it»
remoteness ft'om the course of trade which was
opened liy the voyages of Columbus, the lUppoaed
r^or pf its climate, and the certitinly derived ft»m
the expeditions sent out from Mexico, that it eoiK
tained no sources of wealth .like those by whieh
Spain had been enriched in the more aouthem Wl^ .

tions of this continent, it remained, for more tnaa
two centuries and a half, without anypermaiMnt
settlement by civilized men. During, this long |>6»

riod, Spain constantly asserted he( right of jproprie*
torsliip in it by virtue of discovefy, and baa formetl
temporary establishment* in its neighborhooid firom
time to litiie. During tho halfcentury which tueoede4» '

it was frequently visited by shifis of othernaiioni^
by accident, for purposes ofexploration, or for objeete
of commerce, and thus there arose a ntimber ofcium^
anta to the right of sovereignty and domain. Tll^
claims of RuKsia have been ad/usted with Qritat
Britain. She holds, by the acquiescence oC theUtt-
ter, the whole northwest coast of America ndrth of
latitude 54° 40\ as far back as Ihefilst range ofh^fa^
land?} and by virtue of a convention with the United
States, wo have agreed to .'brm no settlements north
of that parallel. The southern line of Oregon we holtl

to be fi.Yed, by the settleme'.it of the boundary line be-
tween the United States and Mexico, at. 43°. The ter»

ritory in (*. <ute has, therefore, a coast of tw^T:»
patallela andtwo-^lirdiof latitude,runningbackii>to
the interior to the k' 3cky mountains; and thcUnhad
States and Great Bk ;ain are the only claimanta^
the right of pro;j.nc. rship in it.

Bemro I pr'>ceeU to examine their recpeetire
claims, it may be proper as the s^ibject htia been
referred to on thia fioor, briefly toeUKif the condi*
tions, under which, by the usage of naitaon*, a right
of property in lands uninhabited, or ocenpiedl^jr

'

wandering tribes, may be acquired.

The basis usually relied on to .support a r^ht of
thia nature iij discovery; but it is aground of"' >t
which becomes untenable, unless followed by _a
actual occupation of the discovered territory. If
a title is not perfected by occu^mtion, a tecood,
discoverer may approprittte the territory thus neg-'
lected by the first. But this must be upon reaaon*
able cvidenco of the intention of' the first discoverer
not to take possesaion of it. If a second discoverer
were to seize upon and a|K>ropriate the diacoverMl

'

territory, before the first had time to ftnrm an e«tab>
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