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Edpjar Faw(«;tt, in whoso l>min are unitetl tho beauty of tlio poet
iiiul tliu subtlety of the loj^iciaii,

" Who sees how vice her vpmm wreaks
On the frail babe before it speaks,

And how heredity enslaves
With phostly hands that reach from graves " r

Why do you hold the intellect eriniinally responsible for opin-
ions, when you admit that it is controlliMl by the will ? And why
do you hold the will rasponsible, when you insist that it is swayed
by the passions and affections i* But all this has nothin<ir to do
with the fact that every opinion has bei.'U honestly fornietl wliether
liouestly expressed or not.

No one protend^ <^hat all governments have been honestly formed
and honestly adiuinisi' i^d. All vices, and some virtues, are repre-

sented in most nation,'. In my opinion a n^public is bettor than a
monarchy. The legally expressed will of the people is the only
riyfhtful soveroi<jfn. This sovereifjntv, however, does not embrace
the realm of thoun^ht or ojiinion. In that world each human being
is a sovertiign,—throned and crowned : One is a majority. The
good citizens of that realm give to others all rights that they claim

for themselves, and those who appeal to foi'ce are the only traitors.

The existence of theological despotisms, of God-anointfed kings,

does not tend to prove that a known prejudice can deterniine the

Aveight of evidence. When men wen; so ignorant as to suppose

that God would destroy them unless they burned heretics, they
lighted the fagots in self-defence.

Feeling as 1 do that man is not responsible for his opinions, I

characterized persecution for opinion's sake as infamous. So, it

is perfectly clear to me, that it would be; the infamy of infamies

for an infinite being to create vast nuinl)ers of men knowing thnt

they would suffer eternal pain. If an infinite (Jod creates a man
on purpose to damn him, or creates him knowing that he will be

damned, is not the crime the same ? We make mistakes and
fa^''ures because we are finite; but can you conceive of any ex-

cuse for an infinite being who creates failures ? If you had the

power to change, by a wish, a statue into a human being, and

you knew that this being would die without a " change of heart "

jQnd suffer endless pain, what would you do?

Can you think of any excuse for an earthly father, who, hav-

ing wealth, learning and leisure, leaves his own children in igno-

id darkness ? Do vou believe
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