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Areliivist, T need ii(»t speak. Kvorv librarian in America

knows the value of his "Annual Ifeports " and the roean.-h

and acenracy of hi>^ eoijions annotations.

It would naturally follow, from what I have told yon of

fhe practical cliai'acter of the Canadian people, that the litera-

ture of law is vei'v e.\tensi\-e. This I canuot even touch upon,

but wouhl only remai'k that the vai'iety which distiniiuishes

the Dominion in other matters extends even to this hrauch

of knowledii'e. While the Knulish law ])revails in Ontario

and westwards and in the jjrovinces l»y the sea the IJoman

Civil Law ruU's the j)rovince of (^)uel»ec.

Law hooks, however, are, of necessity, limited in x-opc to

our own country, hut the military instincts of the i)eople,

arisinii' perhaps from the constant alarm in which they have

j2,T0wn up, ha\'e liiven us a writer on military histoi'v who~e

reputation extends ovei- JMirope. ( 'olonel Denison. of

Toronto, wrote in iSCtS, a work (tu " ^lodern ( "avalry *'; and,

in 1877, he ])uhlishe(l a "llistory of Cavali'y " whicdi won

the Hrst ])rize in a competiti<»u instituted by the Knijieror

of Russia for the best work on that subject. It has iieen

translated into Uussian, (lerman, and Ilunuarian, and i< beina'

translated into .7a])anese. Colonel Denison was the first to

reco^ii'ui/.e that in the s(diool of the American civil Avar new

princi|)les of cavalry service had arisen which were destined

t<» sweep away all the maxims of the Kurojiean school-. It

Would have been well if the iJritish Staff (,'olles>'e had studied

this work—even though it was written by a colonel of

colonial nnlitia,— for the princi|)les he laid down c\vv those

by which IJoberts and Kitchener recently mobilised tlie army

in South Africa.

Amon^' the first books published in ^[ontreal Avas the

*' Travels '' of (lal)riel Frauehere—a native of this city, who

was one of the founders of Astoria on the Columbia. The

volume in its oriuinal French form is now exceedinelv scarce,

but it was translated and printed in Xew York in is.").']. This

leads to the remark that the exploration and discovery of the
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