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l.is early boyhood:-
^^<"""« T.mes, .,„.| rclutes u.

"About Ihis time ] beg,,,, lo tl,i„k how 1 won „,.
.-I".vn.vsel,„ the years to n,n,e if , sho eh.,,';,jqv the fa.o of our uei^hbor „nd live ,„ ,he n.,,.., „..,
of my gran, father wh,.M,e died, for. w.sVunv'a,:i
• 1... been .tended that 1 would never be o>, .alto the
•ar »h,p«ofmaunallabor. I though, long and , J,,^^cd ,„ hree boy. of about u.y own age for eousulta-
<i"n. Ihey were Stephen (iriswold. (he afterwardsjnarned Nancy and was happy., Hiny Oheever .nNewell Hooker Cheever was "puny" like n.vself,

"
erv ,jn,et and had a great love for books. We talkedlong earnestly and soberly. Hooker ..eeided that h

«» <l Ihat he would stay on his fathers fa,n,, (he was an-iv son., and he did so with Naney for a partner uCheever and that we wonhl write books, as we were ,oodfor nothing else.
>- "im .,0011

•It was decided that we would get a large blank bookwhich each of us should have in his possession a w^kat a time, during which he should write in it a story
essay or poem and that once a month we would meet ^read and en tieise our various productions. Hooker ami(.riswold did not aspire to 'literary eminence,' but co-operated with Cheever and me for eiieoul.a, \ZCheever was very ambitious and wrote what I thought
fine stones and verse hardly inferior to Bj^i's, but hihaaJth declined rapidly, and a year after we s;t out in


