
i8 •MV vi:ar or tiik gri:.\t war
price she paid for peace: t!iat advanta-c Gcmnny
Kaincd by srnkiii^j; lirst. If is a han! moral for the
p:iciluists, hut one which ou.^ht to ^^ivc the IVench con-
scicnee a elcaiicr taste in aUer \cars,

I lie Kaiser, to,,, insistcil that he was for peace. So
liC wa:,, acconhnjr to (iennan logic. IK: realised his
military power as the ciitside world could not realise
ir. I lad Italy joined her forces to her allies, he miJit
ha\e erus.'ied

1 ranee and tlien turnel on Russia, as
his stalt had planned. I'or striking he could reduce
I- ranee to a second-rate power, take her colonies, fatten
(..nnan coHers with an enormous indemnity, and -ain
liclgium and the Cl-..!nnel ports ns the next'step in'^ia-
tional amhition before crushing I'ngland md sceurincr
the mastery of the seas. But he lield oft tlie blr,w for
lany years; that is the logic of his partisanshi-) for
eace. I he fact that I- ranee pro\ed stronger th'an he
loiight hardly intei fered with his bJlef^n his own

ir.ru.eration, in yiew of his conlidence in his arms be-
lore^the test came. I le was for peace because he did
not Kno.:v the otiier man down as soon as he might-o other r.iee m all I'urope liked the Cermans- not
even tile I luns. or the C/eehs, or the Croats, and least
of all the Italians. The Belgians, too. shared the uni-
vcrsal e;,m:ty It was (Germany that Belgium feared.
I Icr forts looked toward (.ermany; she Icoked toward
i-ngland and ! ranee for protection. In this she was
unneutral: but not in the thing that counted — thor-
ough military preparation.

ihus uere tile (iernianic empires Isolated in senti-
mcnt before the war began. IJus strengthened tlieir
realisation that their one true ally was their power in
ar.Mis unail.ctcd by any sentiment except that of beat-
ing their enemies. Europe, straining under the taxa-
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