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I Earliest British Coins

At least two coins were issued I'roni a

patriotic point of view 'I'licse were in coiii-

iiifiiiofation of tli,' battle of Qiieenslon

lleinlits. and represented Sir Isa. ic ltrocl( as

the hero of I'pper Canada These appear-

ed in ISl.'i and islti. and were of iialfpeiiii\

value.

Also in IMa a penny coin idodiiced iiy

Sir Isaac Coffin, on tiie (X'casion of liis visit

to tlie Magdalen Islands, royal urant of

whicli 111' liad received from the Cnnvn
some years before. His intention w.i lo

supply the colony with these, and a lialf-

peiiny coin as well, but the latter was never
produced. This coin is sliown.

Tlie demand for a standard coin of lixed

'alue was never .lilly met, liowever, until

IS:17, wlien the Hank of Montreal, Hamiiie
dii I'eiiple, the City Bank and llie (Quebec

J~

r.aiik all uiviled in producins Iialfp.

penny coins from dies exactly alike

respect, except for a very minuli
ill tlie name on the rilibon under ti

nil the reverse of eacii coin. Tlie

are on the table. They were known
taiits because of tlie haliitants upon them.

Tlie Bank of Montreal, our oldest bank-
iiii; institution, issued, in the years is:!?' and
1S:!S, lialf and one penny coins bavins; a

side view of tlieir biiildiiiK upim tliem.

Tliese are known to collectors as "side
views," and are very rare.

On {•"eoruary lOtli. 1S41. Cpper Canada
(Ontario) and Lower Canada (tjuebe,')

were by the Canada .\it united inti: me
province, and the Bank of Montreal became

4 the (lovernment Bankers, Montreal liavini;
' been cliosen as the seat of Kovernmeut.

, This bank issued a new lialf penny and

I
penny coin, in eacli of tlie years 1S4L'. ISM
iind lS4."i These are represented on tlie

talile by •liree uncirculated specimens.
I'liere is only one copy known to be in

existence of tlie issue of ISI.'i. It, of course,
is not here.

The Bank of t'pper Canada issued
lieiiny and penny coins in llie ye.irs
l'^.)l;. l.S.")4, 1S,")7. You can see these

with two pairs in die varieties.
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Provincial Copper Coins

111 IM':! tlie I'rovince of Xova Scoiia
i>>iie(l a halfpenny coin, followed by lialf-

P'liiiy and penny in IS.'I, ls:!L', lS4i', IS4;!

and l,S,"it!; in Kstil Iialf cent and one cent:
IStiJ. one cent: lStJ4. half cent and one
cent.

N'ew Brunswick issued, on tlie authority
of tlie provincial Koverninent. in 1S4:!, lialf-

Iienny and penny coins, and asain in lS."i4.

but apparently without the sanction of the

liiiperi.il ^;overiiiiieni There does not ap-

pear to have been any trouble occasioned,

liut tlie coins have always lieen looked upon
a-^ only semiofficial. In iMil also were
issued one cent coins \>y aiitlioriiy, and
half cent by mistake: :, i-rui, 10 cent and
ja cent silver coins \veri also issued by

.New Bruns'.' icK in l ,s lS(iJ .mil lSti4

Prince Ki'ward Is! ,s yoi. know, al

not come into Coiifede'atioii until ,Inly 1st.

1S7:1. Tliis accounts for the provincial gov-

ernment hiiviir.; issued over two million
ei,' cent copper coins in ISTl. Tnis is ilie

iiiil,\ coin ever issued liv the Island I'rov-

ince with tlie sanction of the Imperial gov-

ernment.
.\s wisterneis you will be interested to

know tliat not only .lid the Hudson's Bay
Company issue their own peculiar coins in

the year 1!>57 These liad a relative value
of one-eiL'htli, oiie-i|iiarter, onelialf and ivne

beaver skin, the beaver skin, we are in-

formed, always beiiiK the standard of value
between tlie Cotnpany and the Indians at

llie outlying tradinsr post, as our sold stan-

dard is 16 to 1.

Before this, liowever. and, of course, be-

fore the ainalKamation of tlie two com-
lianies. the North-West l-'ur Company issue;!

a token to represent a lieaver skin also, in

IS 20.

Halifax currency, of wliicli probably not
many here have ever heard before, was
the value placed on certain money sta.i-

dards in 177L', from tliat date until .IS.'iS,

in all the British .N'ortli .American prov-
inces. Halifax currency was calculated on
a basis of li' pence equals 1 sliillii.g, .">

sliillings eiiuals $IM. and $4.00 or L'o sliil-

lings eiiuals otie pound, the dollar being
the Spanish dollar, containing :!S.") grains
tine silver.

In IStiJ Britisli Columbia estalilislied a

mint and issued a few ?10.(I0 and |20.(I0

gold pieces before it became known tliat

siicli procedure was illegal until authority
by a royal order in-conniil was secured.
Tliese pieces are now valued up to $500.nO
each, notwithstanding the fact that they
never had any authorized standing as
nioi,^.'.

In IS.'S tile I'rovince of Canada, tiiat is,

the I'liited Provinces of I'pper and Lower
Cana-'', issued I.lMMi.ooo cent. L.'iOO.OOO

live cent, l,l'.")0.ii(iO ten cent and 7.")0,O0O

Uveiit.v cent, llie lirst in copper and the
other three in silver, of course. In LS.")!)

an issue of ll.oon.noo eue cent coppers was
made.
Confederation took placf^ July 1st, lS(i7,

but it was nearly tliree years liefiu'e any
issue of coins was iinide bv the Dominion


