GOLD MINING ON THE

SASKATCHEWAN.

The gold washings on the North Sas-
katchewan river at Edmonton are
among  the resources of Northern
Alberta which attract the attention
of the visitor. e sees tlie wolitary
milner, or porliaps two or three to-
gether, working with the hand “griz-
2ly,” o laborlous method of taking the
precious dust from thie gtravel and
black sand, This method has been
{n vegue (0T maly yoars, washing hiav-
ing Leen dond there In the early six-
tics, somo of thio original miners stlll
reskiing at Edmonton., Ono of these,
Mr. James Gibboms, came to Edmon-
ton, overland from the south, and not
over the prairle either, but up through
the mountains, Ile spent s:me timo
fnn the country near Fort Stecle.

THE COMMERCIAL

hoavo teen worked also. Each suceced-
Ing spring froshot and summer high

wator have expoxol new surfaces or
mado new deposits of black sand,which
Luwve renowed tho poysibility of making
at least wages. Many a poor man hag
mado cnowzh to tide him over, and not
a fow have m:le some monoy and are
ovell yot dong so with tho hand griz-
2ly. -
During tho last two or three years
a'rovo'ution in the method of washing
in the Saskatchewan has teen insti-
tutod. ‘The plonecr wuas practically
Juiygo Rou'eau, of Calgary, whose
drodge was the fimst of any propor-
tions put on tho river. Some smaller
dredges with hand power, bhut very
littlo better than the grizzly had been
triel 1efore. The commencement has
teen followel up with some halfl doz-
ot or more steam dredges some  of
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vented work for o long time, and
possibly prevented paying roturns.
Judge Roulean's location is some 76
mlles up tho river from Xdmotutow
This stiumer w grant of 80 miles
was nuude to Sclgnour Drolet, an enst-
crn gentieman. Ilis grant {s what
Is known as a subaqueows ciaim, tak-
Ing in that part of tho Led of the
river comprised between points
taken at two fcot Delow low
water mark. This lcaves shore and
bar claims held previously by others
not Interfered witlh., At least that
8 the proposition but some of the
others Interested hardly agrce. The
amount of capltal invested §s proof of
what the opluton of tho riecliness of
the sands ig, In the mind of experts,
The gold s all vrhat is known as
flour and float gold, being very tine,
no csarse golt having belng found, The

STEAM GOLD DREDGE ON THE NORTI SASKATCHEWAN RIVER

When ho flrst wakhed the sands of
the Saskatchewan, as high as $24 had
bcen matle in some days, and thelr
ayverage was $15 to §20 per day.
Thero wore somo of the bars of the
river known to be good and these wer2
the only ones worked. When tho
washing got down as low as SO to $8
per dagy Mr, Glbbons left off washing,
afs 1t did not pay owing to the very
high expenscs at that time. In ex-
ploring the river up and down, Mr.
Glbbons and others discovered that it
is posslible to got above and velow the
gold bearing reaclies of the river,
some 100 or 125 miles above and less
than that below Edmcnton cuvering
the territory very nearly.

BSince the days of the Lest paying
work on tho river, succassive sets of
miners have  turned the same bars
.ver aund over, and the poorer barsy

them teing very complete in their ap-
pointments. Durinz the past weason
soveral Omalin  gentlemen represent-
ing different companies have had
dredges 1 ulit and variows atyles of ma-
chivery have tecem put in, some even
having
plant. Just what rosults these have
made is known only to the proprie-
tors, but it is the general opinion that
tho Investments have not yet paid
very well on tliese more expensive ma-
chines. .

The ono in the accornganying iliis-
tration Is the property of Dr. Braith-
wuaite, of Edmouton. It is shown
working on a bar at Big Island, somo
15 oy 16 milles above the town. This
it o steam dredge worked by thrco
men and two boys and has been giv-
ing very satisfactory returns ritce
low water. The unprecedented high
water durlug thoe past summer pre-

a small dynamo and electric’

form ) which It cecurs makes it very
difficult to save and it is thought that
even the dredges wash over quite a
percentage.  The method of saving
has hitherto been by the quicksiiver
amalgam process. Each of the Am-
crican firms is guppceedl to iave a
special preeess of their own, which,
if k\nown, s probably the cyanide prc-
cess. Oune g .cman has ostadblishel
himself in th ousiness of buyisg the
black sand elthpr before or after the
quicksilver process has bLeen used on
it. The gold washed from,the Sas-
katchewan yearxly is altout $50,000,
The origin or source of the gold de-
posits iIs a question for scientists, It
is generally accopted that it has not
been brought from the mouwntains by
the river. All the gravels which un-
derlie the ccuntry show colors when
waphed, even miles away from the
river. l R |




