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BESPONSIRILITY FOR11 PRAIRIE FIRES
It will ba romnombored that last fait a grat

losn Iva. occasioned througbout Mlauitoba
by tha destruction o! proporny hy prairie
lires. A great many farmors lest partions of
thaûir grain and tud.ior ci ups, .xhieh weoa
thon standing ini stacks aIl ovor tho counutry.
ln saine caes fariners lkst thair ontire crops,
aud aven buildings îîera, destiuyed iii suveral
instances. It was recognizod ai, tha tima
that many ut thoea fircs tiare caused by
careleseos and neglect. Several o! tira masS
destructive lirs nare tmaced fÀa tha custajin
prevalent in àlanitoba of burning the pilas ut
stmaw alter threshing.

WVhile the lav against st.irting lires is
quita strong, thora i ultai groat difliculty in
tracing up cases tu their prJper source.
Thora bas alsu heon a diiîncliuatiun je the
past ta taka proceadings against parties sup-
posed ta have heen reqponsibla for tho start-
ing o! prairie fires. Tha big crop o! prairie

lires lait taîl, houîavem, bas givan misa ta
saeral interesting seites fur dainages, wlîich
sbould serve as a wamning, ini the future, fur
hose who hava een inciined ta bc carceosr

about starting lires. It may ho well to mon-
tien a tewv particulars cancerning one or tR'u
o! cire aw suits, with tia chjtct o! snatviàbg
the liability witir which parties whu stars
lires are involved.

In the case ot MeLeau vs. Ri0kio, action
was, hrought botomo Judga Luooko, as Mucden,
'Van., ta recovor damnages fur destruction o!
four stacks ot wlheat hy lire, wvici, it was
alleged, wvas started Ly dt fet,daî,ýt ul, hi., laad,
for the purposeof a!uriizg a pile of straw,
wbich lire was carried thonce ta plaintiff's
proportv. The daenca wa:i that tire lira wîas
the resuit o! cinidgrs loft hy threshor-S on the
gmound, and that if the lire wns sot by
detondant thora was nu iàegligonce aithar in
the setting or iii tha keeping. The Rira tu
hurm tho stmaw was set aoi Supt. 24 and it was
raining at tho Sime. t-ladid not examina tha
lire a!terwards, and a wind coming up tia
toilowing day started a prairie liro from the
smouldering pile. The couzusy court judge in
delivering judgment stated ha had no doubt
rSta&l hm't Shat i wvas easitv ro-ssibln for de,
tondant aven atter liring bis straw, if taliou
iu praper timo, ta have prevented i spread-
ing. In this case a Storma ot wind arasa on
September 2.5, and the judgu was of opinion
Shat without wind tha fire %would not have
spread on tiraS date, but deoandant ahould
bava provided for such a cortingency. If
ý1eglîgcnco was an essentmai tire paculiar cir-
cunistances aftShe case mnust bo lookad at, and
the ovidonco in tis case o! tiae surmoundings,
Sthe dryvnes o! the scason, tiraS dofondant
wa ina a thick seuliement, that thora was an
enormous numbec o! grain stacks on the
neighboring tarins, that thora was littIa tatI
piougbing, ail tended te show Shat defendant
wab negiigant in tire couduct o! thra lire, inas.
muais as ha sot out th,> âr without fireguards
et any kndl and dxd not attempt te guard it
ntil 15was teelate. The oounty court judgo

bold that whoire a lira iii set out for the pur-
pose cf burning refube straiw, that tbe party
dloing sa aRsumas rcspousibility for ail dama-
ae that results therefrn-n, arid lio assossed
the lms at 318(l.88.

From thiis deeîsion tha oadutepao
ta a .iudga ot the Q lcan's Bnc and tha case
came up iii %Vinzîipeg, betore chiet justica
Taylcr. 1-is Lordsbip disiiiisMa the appeai
ijtl costa an the gruud that defondant was

guilty of negligenco, holding that setting lira
ta Bach a 1 uiautit, 14 straw a3 t1à, I)rtmdýo vf
tlîirty acres %tould ho, iii a dry and iiindy
seosunl withvut pluughiug any lira break,
leaving uu uoi tu %eatch it, iot guing ta
examina tho place naxt niorning uhan the
wind wvas rising, doiîîg nothirng until the lire
broko away was suchi negligoncu as fully ta
justity the fiuîding ot tha cuurity court judga
that tha defendant ivas îîosligent iii the
setting out and keeping of tha lire. '

lui anothar casa, that of fl3th vs. 2MofTat,
ftarmer startod a l'ira ta humn saine grass,

and alter watching it a whila, want away
thinking it was out A wirîd cama up and
carriod the lira ta plaintiff's tari, hurning
his bouse. This case cama boicre Justice
Bain ait WVinnipeg, on appeal froin the county
court of Carberry. Tha justice held, that
thora ivas ample ovidanca of nogligeinco ta
warrant a verdict in favor of the plaintif!.
It might ha that the lira %vas originally set
out for tha nocessary purposa o! husbandry,
and that in setting it out as and whon ha did
tha de fndant was net guilty ut negligoxice,
but in bis subsequerit canduct ho was negli-
gent. The defendant was guilty of nogli-
gonce ini goiflg away anid leaving the lira Stili
smoking iîith lire smnldaring ini small par-
cols cf inanare, especiaily rit a tima whcn
thora was a tresb if nat a high wind. blowing,
and %vheii althougb the ground jast at tho
lire rnay hava been wot the surrouinding
country inay hava boon dry, nu main haviiig
talion for sevcral wceks. Thero could ha no
doubt tho second lire wvhich caused the dam-
age complained of, had its origin tram tha
lirst ona whicb dofondant loft snxaldoring in
a neglegont mannor. A verdict was given
fa?- plaintif! for $250 and conts.

Tiies and other convictions ahtained for
lires started làst fall, wili hava the effect o!
inducing more troquant prosecutions in tho
future, in casa of the destruction of praperty
troin prairie lires. The resuit of these logal
contests should bu ruade known widoly
tbraughaut the country, in ordor that it may
hava f ull effe'nt, and bo mnade k-nown whemo it
will do the xrstgood.

THE GlREAT WEST LIFE.
With pleasure The Commercial cails atten-

tion ta the very full report o! the Great West
Lita Assuranxce Company, which appears in
this number. Lt is a nxatter of groat s-atisfac-
tion ta ail thoso wlio favared the establish-
ment of a lita Company with haadquartms in
Winnipeg, that the Great WVest Lite bas ai-
ready nmada such a splondid record. Tho
Conmpany has herin Most succosful trein its
vory inceptien and is now wa may say lirmly
ostablishied on a sure and Sound basis. Ail
this reficots orodit upon the iranagenient,
and shows that the affairs of the company
hava becen con'luotod tr.th - .iergy and
abiiity. -

Tho report now presentod covers the third
tuilI calendar yaar of the campany, and
glhows that 1,195 applications for $2,101,700
ut insurance wora reoîvad durrng the yaar.
Irîsuranco in force rit the close o! tho yoar
was $5,071,150, a gain of $832.100 over the
proviaus yaar. The sure of $22,769, wvas paîd
in death clainis, and no daims -vreo unsottled
et the oind af tha year, which is a goud evi-
doxice initi solf of prompt paymont af dlaims
by thiscompany. The tunds of thocompany
ara ail invosted in the West, at an averago
rate of inturest of 7.05 par cent.. and the
mnterost lias been su wett mat that ortiy about
S lb was unpaid at theaend of the year. Tis
shows bow carefully tLe investmenta o! the
Company have been mnade.

The company is ri )w doing business ail aoar
Canada, and tho position now attained by the
Grat West Lta is fully equai ta the position
o! ather IeaIding Canadian ccmupanies atter
ton or liften years' experienca.

With improving business prospect.s hraugh-
out the WVest, it is quite certain that this homo
Company will vastly incroase its business
and its resurco-, during the current year.
la tact, wu are înformed that the business of
the Company for tho current yoar, te date,
shows au ioraSîe of 4B pat cont, cvar the
liko portion af last year. Of courge, the
highor rata ut inteoent ubtaînod haro, is a
great advantago in laver of the homo coin-
pany,:ýas:ail is interests are in thq West. This
givos the Company a surplus of 3 par cent, as
compared 'with a surplus ai 1 per cent. reolev-
cd by Eastern companies. Tis will onable
tho Grat West Lita to pay larger profits te
poli.uy-holdoms, tram surplus earnings. That
great caro bas beau exorcised, in solocting
xisko, tbereby guarantaeing botter profits te
the poli3y-holders, is shawn by the tact that
only threa deaths occurred last year. Mr. J.
H. Brack, xnanagingdimector 0f tha company,
a-id bis assistants gonarally, are te bc con-
gratulated on the splendid showing they have
made in gaining sa soon snoh an enviable
meputation for tho Great West Lia.

EflJTORAL NOTE.
IT mnigbs ba interesting. in view et the

reports about snow hlachades in the East, te
ealU attention ta the fact that the raiiways
in Western Canada bave suffered no delays
during tha past winter fromn stomins. Thora
bas not beeu aven a trifling snow blochado ina
MJanitoba during the winter. On the othor
band, savomal, bad blocxkade have occurred
down East, the lest ana taàing place as late in
the soason as Marcb 20. This stemm appears
te have hean a vory sevmr ana, and trains ina
somne case wore hlocked up for Baverai days.
Contrant this with Manitoba, which bas not
had a snaw blookado worth mentionbog for a
number et ycars.

Tran Bank of British Columbia has be
passing througb experionces which monts
banks are liable te meot wiith in a new coun-
try. Tisa basai ha boa boavy lasses during
the pas year or two, and bas heen obligod te
write off a large suna for bad délbts. The
Winnipeg banks had the ane experience
alter tbe " boom"I period. It is wonito note
bore that a large portion of of the losses;
ef the Bank of British Columbia were mxade


