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possessed few more ardent admirers than
the Chief Baron, thouglit that' bis pres.
ence in the House of Lords would, in
any way, be enibàrrassing to lis Party.
Yet, if a Mian who lias .. lld, with'ap-
plausge, one of the four hièhest offices of
the law, is not, the 'Man to ie 'elévated
to the peerage, 'it may welI lie asked
Who, àe If the explanation. le to, le
found, or partly found, in 'the collision
between the ChieÉ Baro;n sud tho Lord
Chancellor for the Lime being on the
question of the Privy Council, it may lie
said to be more an honour to the Chief
Baron to have died without the peerage
than if lie liad received ît. tJnless the
judgment of lega hstory reverses the
opinion of the day, the {Jhief Baron was
in the right; andthe resolution with
whicli lie maintained his opinion, ln spite
of the injury which hie knew lie was in-
flicting on his personal intereste, is a
proof of independence of spirit of more
value to hie reputation than a peerage
would lie. The mystery, equally great,
why tbe Chief Baron wus not allowed to
retire, i.s only partly explicable as'wrapt
up with the .que stion wby lie wàà not
allowed a peerage. It May well bavé
been that the Chief Baron did not feel
inclined to listen to, oetues foi hie re-
tirement uniss the offex' of à peer'~
were a preliminary stop. The mainten-
ance of an aged judge on the bench, aftet
the time lias elapsed when he cati rendily
perforin hie duties, is very bad judicial
econouny. This is espeeiallyý the cas
when the judge is the president 'of the
Court, it being an incident of his* office
that lie should ordinarily sit with one or
two colleagumes. The receptive powers
fade early ; atud a judge, worqie
twlce or tliree tiuies as long to take in
the facts of a case as when ho wus in full
intellectual vigour, ie accounitabie, when
lie sits with bis colleagues, for the prac-
tical withdrawaf (row the publie service
of several judges. In sncb circtunÀàtalCe,
a retirement on fuit pay wonld be a pe-
cuiniary economy tô the country; and,
if a necessary con»dition of such'retire-
ment ie a peerage, it requirés a' strong
reàson for excluding (rom the 11-oute of
Lords to jnstify a refusai, tor comiply witb
the condition. These considerations are
so, obvions that the authorities wlio de-

clined to lie influenced by them can only
lie asslumed not Vo, be suffliciently aliv. to
thei., The moral to lie drawn, (rom the
fact that the late (3hief Baron did flot
retire some years mgo with a peeracpe, is
that tliose who control our *udiciSisyB
tem are either not sufficientiy informed
of whAt it les their'business to know, or,
as ià more likely, are not snfficiently alive
to the dutYof interference.

Retection turnsupon the Chief taron,
now that lie le dead, as reprceenting the
virtues and the failings of a past judiciai.
age. There couki liaràly have been a
botter exampie of the stately dignity
which is amnong the things of the past,
equally witli ruffies and walking-swords.
It was oftn said that the fjhigf Baron
wag the onlY jnudge of hie time who came
Out becominglY (romn the. tryug! ordeal
of walking up the nave of, st. Paulys in
his full robes and with lis train-bearer
behind hiru. His fauits, too, were of the
old-fshioned kind, in the'sense that they
werO On the surface; and lie wua net cor-
rupted by tbe tendenoy of the day for
men to deceive theniselves into thinking
that tliey are serving higli objecta, wheui
they are really servlng thOtngel$O5. It
cannot be said that the Chi'ef Baron held
Lb. opinion, which is now everywhere
professed, that patronage le an absolute
trust f6r the benefit of >the public. Wbe-
ther it te ÎM&re dangprous fer a public
man to think that, il& dispensing patron-
ago, h. May serve his friends sù, long as
the Public is9 not irjured, or for him k>
lie ready to, express the Most elevaLed
princîples on Lb. su bjeet, and yet flot al-
Ways to act as if the public intere.t wore
bis sole -and undivided objt, mar b.
open to controveis. But tb mâw, phase,
as distinguislied f'omn -thé oid, is to ho
recorded. The Chief Baim perhaps,
showed thé oid-fathi>ned charaeter in bis
absence of cyniolemii Aithough lie was
far (rom, heing creduous or easily de-
ceived, lie bad none of the undue suspi-
ciouneees which àe a liad modern deve-
lopment of character. He wua fot one
of thos men who earn a cheep reputa.
tion for- acuteneas liy professing te émeil
gunpowder wheùever auything in put un-
der their noses. Another trait distin-
guiahing him (rom his younger brethren
wus his grasp of general principle iu pre-
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