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that the contest between the Governient
of the United States and the impopters
bas terminated, but it has lasted a con-
siderabkc tinie, andihas led many to think
tha., if the sliding scale be naintained,
the color test of the Dutch standard
ougi t to be a bandoned.

QUE BEC.

If we say, re Quebec, Let the dend
past bury its dead," and to avoid angry
discussions concerning the IlI told you
so's," it should certainly be on the con-
ulition that its people <'act in the living
present.,"in the adoption o such mea-
sures as wiil prevent the possibility of
conflagrations lereafter. The formas which
that action should take have been the
subject of so very muci talk and corres-
pon dence as to lead to the 1surmise that
ail will end in talk instead of in sensible
vork ; therefore it is that consideration
ani suggestion are in order until the
safety of the future.is reasonably assured.

To take the matters of refôrmn in the
order of their imnediate practicability,
we are actually led to the burnt district
where we see opportunity to prevent the
erection of wooden buildings; uniess, this
is done the rest is hopeless. There
seems a fair chance for the enforcement
of the by law, which is properly dravn for
the purpose, but wve sec at the sanie tine
a present opportiunity for the widening of
the streets in this district; if this is
now neglected or delayed until buildings
are erected on the present lines, it be-
comes a nitter of great expense and loss,
wvhereas, if it is done noiv, the improve-
ment would nullify the expense The

present narrow streets make travelling
extremely dangerous and laborious ; and
next come*the building of tanks and re-
arrangement of the water service therein.

So much for the burrtdistict; no for
general matters. It appears that, at the
time of the recent lire, there ivas a tank
containing sufficient water to supply a
fire engine for more than an liour, esti-
mate over one hundred feet above the
level ofthe buildilig in wlhich the fire
comnenced, and about ane thousand feet
distant from it, and there was a stean fire
engine, but neither egineer o h s.
The firemen at the station are threa, one
aged sixt ve years, another agd fifty-
seven, and the other is a young man
active enough, but ail three devoid aoi
tnai ngOrexperiene cn useq t] hs

spread of tefre may be set lown to
incompetence rather thn to n of
means for its extinction, andi, therefore,
on iof the very first things to be done is
the appointment pf P/ competent pbief

who, having experience and ability hi-
self, and, being in com mand of a properly-
selected and properly-paid corps of lire-
men, will drill theni into such efficiency
as will cause the prompt and sensible use
of such means as are at their command
at the time.

The source o the city's water supply la
unfailing and inexhaustible ; the present
supply is suflicient for the ordinary pur.
poses of the city, but its mode of distri-
bution is defeotive, and it is not sufficient
for fire purposes, as, when a fire occurs,
the full supply and the wihole pressure is
required to be instantly available, the
more especially as the heavy winds to
wihich Quebec is peculiarly exposed are
apt to cause the fires to spread unless
instanuly attended to. There are three
meanus oif improving the present water
supply without extraordinary expense
for nstance, the -present force 'of firemen
is 32 men, aIl told, which include the chief
and his assistant and seven men, who run
.from a fire, and nit to it, for the purpose
of turning ou and off the water. If, where
the water enters the city, valves iwere
placed, the turning of wisîci vould let the
nater into different portions OF the city,
and a man were there wiho would obey
the orders of the Chief in turning the
supply on to the necessary district, he
could receive hisorders as part of the fire-
alarn system; the second is the building
af more tanks, so ns ta have an available
supply during the time necessary for
obtaining the full supply the third is
the utilizing of the ditcîes belonging ta
the fortifirations as reservars fora sstem
which would elither coammunicate with
the present pipes of certain districts, sa
as to afford a continuous supply froui the
present priincipal main, cr be supplied by
an independent mhain, o- be uséd for fire
pìrposes only. The next mutter for re-
foin is one in wh ch common honesty
should induce the- cooperation of all
classes foi' its adoption, vi., that ahl
lliaerty benefited or protected by the
water supply shall équitably contribute
ta its cost and maintenancer--any excep-
tions or exemptions are simply dishonest
and should at once, be abolished.

We must however, remember notto
lose sight of those portions of the city
other than the burnt district, as well as
ail other plades wisere similar conditions
exist, because it is useless to heap up
appliances for the extingiishment of fires

ifwe afllowthe men anof causing fires t
exist in such pipoitions as to' render
onflagrations prbable. Opposite tie

Merchants Exchange in Quebec is a
whoiesale grocery in a first-class building:

undi l by gimw kUd'mgs or o}5te

it would lbe safe, but almost immediately
behid it is a large wooden fior shed,
and'a very'few feet distant from its win.
douv dldis an immense old ivooden build
ing, the burning of whiclh would alm'st
inevitably destroy .lis first-ciass risk.
This is not an exeptional case, as, where
ever you find a good building, it is like a
sheep amidst a pack of wolves ; and, unless
these wooden buildings are covered with
fire-proof material and sub-divided by
brick walls, there will always be extra-
ordinary fire risk in every part of Quebec.

That presence of mind and peisever-
ance would have enabled the chief of the
tlre brigade in Quabec to preserve' from
destruction much of the property now
burnt is evidenced by the suiccess of Mr.
Iletherington in preserving his premises,
although the buildings on the side thereof
were destroyed. The Chief must blush.
whenever he passes these buildings, as

r. Hetherington is a plain,unpretend-
ing, sensible man who utilized the means
at his disposal, as the Chief did not.

The remaining feature for consideration
ls the inducement to action. Let us see
irha t that is at present. A large portion o
the property is exempt from taxàtion, its

prc prietcrs,except on the score oicomion
honesty, have no inducement for reforim.
Every good building can get insurance at
very low rates. It is not likely that the
present rates would 'be reduced if every-
thing neaessary to safety wei'e supplied,
nor is it likely that any diillculty will be
experienced in procuring insurance at
the presnt low rates; if at ail, very
littie attention is paid ta eosure o'f
locality in computing rates, consequently
these people ha e no inducement to re.
forni. Then we have the poorer class, to
whon in so far as they are innocent 'of its
cause, a conflagration is a misfortune; for
these the purse of charity is opened so
protiptly and so widely that their latter
end is misore camfortable than their first,
and thus little as wv would deprecate the
efforts and the sacrifices af tie ciaritably-
disposed, we find that these have no in-
ducemen to a eform either. The true
sufferersare the fire insurance comparies,
they suffer patiertly and continuously

they are so modest thar the word " must"
il never heard ainongat then, or refarin
would be inaugurated and maintained,
therefore it is that having "aung onr
little song we wait the nxt conflagration
ard its lessons,'which nobody will learn
and nobody will appl - and we nearly
had it ab St. Sauveur, another suburb, on
Tuesday ast.
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