- seems a fair chance f01‘ the enforcemenb’
of the by“la,w' which is properly drawn for~

‘one of - the very first lhmgs to be (lon .
4 ,be appomtmenb of 2 competent ¢hi 8
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that the contest between bhe Govunment
of the United States and the importers
has terminated, but it: has lasted a con-

siderable time, andhas led many to. think-

that, if the sliding scile” be maintained,

the. calor test_ol the Dutch stamlard

ought to be abandoned, ‘
QULBLC

If we say, re Quebec, Let the ‘dead

past bury xt.s dead,” and to avoid angry

discussions concemm«r the “T'told you

80's;”" it should certainly Le on the con-

dition that its people “act in'the- living .

present,” in the adoption of such ‘mea-
sures as will prevent the. possibility of
conflagrations heveafter. The forms which

‘that action ‘should take have been the

subject of so very much talk and corres-
pondence as to lead to the surmise that

all willend in talk msbeqd of in senmble_

work ; therefore it 'is that consideration
and suggesbmu are ‘in order until the
safety of the future.is reasonably assured.

“To take the matters of reformin the
order of their immediate practicability,

we.are actudlly led to:the burat dlsbuct ‘

where we see opportunity to prevent, the
erection of wooden bulldmgs, uniess, this
is' done "'the” rest .is* hopelessi™ "There

the purpose, but we see at the same time
a pxesent opportunity for the w:clemncr of
the 'streets: in this district; if: _ths,, is
now neglected or delayed until-buildings

f;in'e erected .on” the present lines, it ‘be:

comes a mibter of great expense and loss,

whereas, if'it'is dovie now, the lmpl‘ove-'

ment: would nuilify the expense, . -The

'presenb narrow. streets’ make travelling

extremely. dangerous and labox ious 5 and
next come'the bulldmw of tanks.and:re-

' arrangement of the water service therein.

So;much for bhe bumt district ; now for
It appears t,lm.t at the
time of .the 1‘ecenb fire, there" ‘was'a tank:

genexal mat.t.ers

containing- sufﬁclent water. to supply a

fire engine for more’ than an hour', esti-:
mate over one. hundled feeb .above the:
level  of the bmldlmy in which bhe fire:
commenced, and, about one thousand feeb"
distant f‘xom it} and t,hele was a'steam fire: |
engine, but’ nelthez' ‘engineer nor, horses ;
'l‘he hremen at- the station-are three; one:

aged ' slxty ﬁve yea.rs, anoLher aged ﬁfty-‘
seven, and; t,he ‘other 1s a; young - I0Aan:
active: enough but all thiree devmd of

tmmmg or expemence consequentlv, t.heff
spread of the fire: may:be seb down’ to,
1o want of‘f

mcompetence rat,her tlmn
means for, 1ts extmctlou, and

the efo e

. other than bhe burnt. dlstnct, ast'well. as
“all’ other places §
exnsh because it is useless to heap up..

who, having experience .and ability, him- '

self, and, being in command of a'properly-
selected and properly-paid:corps -of fire:
men, will drill" them’into’ such efficiency
as will cause the’ prompt and sensible use-
of such means’ as are at their command
ab the time, "

The source of the city's. wa.tel supply 13
unfailing ‘and - inexhaustible ; the. present
supply is suflicient. for the ordinax'y pur
poses of the city, but its mode ‘of ‘distri-
butjon is defeotive, and it is not sufficign®
for fire "purposes, as, ‘when a fire' occurs,
the full supply and the whole pressure is
xeqmred ‘to’ be . instantly available, : the
more..especially as: the heavy: winds to
which - Quebec is" peculiarly exposed ‘are

“apt to cause the fires to spread unless

instantly' attended to. There are three
merus of unplovm" the presenb water
supply” without -extraordinary expense :

for mstance, the present’force of firemen
1532 mén, all told, which mclude the chief
‘and his assistant and seven men, who run

from afire, and not to it, for the purpose .

of turning on and off the water. If, where
the water “enters “the- city; valves were
pl'xced the tarning of which would let the
witer intc different por tions of the city,
and a man were' there who - would' obey

‘the orders’ of the: ‘Chief .in turning the

supply on’ to the' necessary ‘district, he

-could receive; his ofders.as part of the fire-
calarm system the second is the bulldma

of more tanks, so' s to ha,ve an avaxlable
supply during ‘the - time necessary’ for

obtaining ‘the full “supply the third is-

the utllmn" of’ the ditelies’ be]ongmg to’
the fortifications ; aé resér vous fora systeml

“which would either, commumcabe with’
*the’ mesent pipes of certmn dlstl 1cts, 80 -
. as'to afford-a contintols suy ply from:the.
pr esent plmclpa.l mam, <r'be supplied by,
" dn independent main, or be used -for fire..
rpux'poses only,. The. next matber forre-
frm is’ one*in whlch common honesty~
:should mduce the cOUperatlon of -all
classes ! for' its’ adoptlou, vz thab all
property benefited ' or protected by the
:svatez' supply shall- equitably: contrlbute‘
_to its cosb and ma.mt.ena,nce,—-any excep-

Llons or exempmons are snnply dxshonesb

-and should at once: be abollshed

We must however remember not to’
lose sight-of: those - portions of~the" ity

'here smnlar cond:txons

applw.nces for the extmgmshment of fires’

“is the mducemunt to- detion.
‘what that is at preseat.

~form.
: whom in so far as they are innocent of its
: cause, a conﬁa.gra.mon 8 & mlsfortune for
- these :the purse. of charity is: opened 80"
plompt]y and so ‘widely that ‘their-ldatter:
“end is more comfortable than' their first,
and thus little as we “would deprecate bhe;‘ oy

-ducement” “to- reform elt.her.

ifwe allow.the means of. causmg fires to
. exxst in sucb pxoportlons as" 0" render’
r:conﬂagx'atlons - probabl
A Merchanbs I]xchang'

‘v f factor) ﬂ.t Ghmnbly, Que hns beeg mm‘dg(’u

it would be safe, bub almosb 1mmed1a.tely’ F

behing 1h isva large waoden” flour shed,
and a2’ very’ few feet distant from its win. -
dow sideis an immense old wooden bulld
ing, the burnmg of which would almost,
me\'lbably destroy _this” ﬁrsb-class rigk, *

~This i$,not an e;\ceptlonal case, as, where:

ever you find a.good building, it is like a
sheep amidst a pack of wolves ; and, unless
these wooden buildings are covexed with -
fire-proof. material -and sub-divided by -
brick ‘walls, there will’ always be. extra-

‘ordinary ﬁre risk in eveny part of Quebec.

That presence of mind and persaver:
ance would have enabled’ the chief of the
fire brigade in Quebec to.preserve. from
destruction much of the' property now

“burnt is evidénced bv the success of Mr

IIemermgton in pr eservmg hxs premises, .
although the bulldmgs on the side thereof -
were destroyed. - The  Chief musb blush.
whenever he’ passes these buxlclmgs, ‘a8
Mro H ebhex;mgton is 'a plain, unpretend-
ing, sensible man who utilized the means
at his dis’posa.l a5 the Chief did not.

" The 1emammg feature for cons1derat10n .
‘Let us see
- Alarge portion of
the property is exempb frorn ta.xatlon its
preoarietors excepton the score of common -
honesty, have no mducement for reform,

Every ood building can get insurance at '

very low rates.. It is not llkely ‘that the

'present rates would -be reduced if- every-
,t,hmo necessary to safety: were Bupplled -
“nor is it likely that. any dul]culty will ‘be . R,
experienced in’ ploculmu insurance; at .

the present low: rates; if ab-all,’ veryl\ .

litle -attention s pald to exposure ‘of

locaht,y in computmo 1ates, consequently :
these people have no. mducement tore-
Phen we have the pooz-er class, to

eﬂ“orts and’ the sacrifices of the ch&ntably{f
dlsposed we find. that these have no in- °

sufferersare the fire insurance compames,‘ ‘

they. suﬁ'er ‘patiently and continuously; ~
t.hey are 50 modest that the word ¢ musb T
“ig never: ]1eard amongst, them; or. reform v
,would be. maugurated and: mamtamed o

“ | therefore . it is-.that. ha.vmg “sung - our T
'.htble song ! " we wait the riext conﬂagratxon‘ :
‘and its’ lessons, which’ nobody w111 learn: ;
"and nobody will’ applv—and ‘we ! nearly’. .
“had it at St. Sauveur, anot;her suburb on.

- Opposlte the. "yluesday last

’I‘m: contract for‘bulldmg 8 new cottou

The tr ue‘..":' Ca




