
TH£ INDIAN LANOUAOU.

Obi$rwUum$t tf€»

The langoaKC which is now the sobicct of obienra.

Uon, ill that (^ the Muhhekoneew or atockbridge In-

dians. They, aa wrll aa the tribe at New London, are

by the Anglo-Americana, called Mohegmuy which ia a

corruption oi Muhhektmeew^* in .
' aingulur, or JMiiA-

hekaneokt in the plural. I'hia langu^^e is apoken by all

Uie Indiana throughout New England. Every tribe, aa

that of Stockbridge, that of Farmington, that of. New
London, 8cc. haa a different dialect i but the languase is

radically the same. Mr. Elliot^a transition of the Bible

is in a particular dialect of this language. The dialect

followed in these observations, is that of Stockbridge.

This language appears to be much more extenaivc tlum

any other language in North America. The languagea

of the Delawares in Pennsylvania, of the Penobscots
bordering on Nova Scotia, of the Indiana of St. Francia

in Canada, of the Shawanese on the Ohio, and of the

Cbippewaus at the westward of Lake Huron, are all rad-

ically the same with the Mohegan. The same ia said

concerning the languagea of the Ottowaua, Nanticooks,

Munbees, Menonionees, Messisaugaa, Saukies, Oita-

gaumies, Killistinoes, Nipegons, Algonkins, Winneba*
ffoes, Sccf That the languages of the several tribes in

New England, of the Delawares, and of Mr. Elliot's

Bible, are radically the same with the Mohegan, I assert

g from my own knowledge. What I assert concern-

ing the language of the Penobscots, I have fcom a

gentleman in Massachusetts, who has been much con-

versant among the Indians. That the language of the

Shawanese andChippewaus is radically the aame with the

Mohegan, I ahall endeavour lo shew. My authcMrities

for what I say of the languages of the other nations are

Capt. Yogkumt before-mentioned, and Carver'a TVamit.

* WhereTer w oooun in an Indian word, it h a awe conionant, m in

iMrifc, worM, tic.

t [See a Compantire Voeabolanr of tettnA of th«e Ifenfucgei, at Qfe

end of the J^otet to the present emtion. Eon.}

I' ^ ^.-J ^,


