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courfe, which 1 mean to purfuc with fuch detail as

to give a view of both codes, that may perhaps be

fufficicnt for the purpofes of the general (ludenri

I hope to convince him that the laws of civilized

nations, particularly thole of his own, arc a fub-

je(5t mod worthy of fcicntific curiofity ; that prin-

ciple and fyftem run through them even to the

minuted particular, as really, though not fo ap-

parently, as in other fcienccs, and applied to pur-

pofes more important than in any other fcience.

Will it be prefumptuous to exprefs a hope, that

fuch an inquiry may not be altogether an iifeiefs

introdudlion to that larger and more detailed (ludy

of the law of England, which is the duty of thofe

who are to profels and praAife that Jaw ?

In confideringthe important fubjed of criminal

law, it will be my duty to found on a regard to the

general fafcty, the right of the magiftrate to infli(5h

puni(hments, even the mod fevere, if that fafety

cannot be effeftually protedled by the example of

inferior punirtiments. It will be a more agree-

able part of my office to explain the tempera-

ments which Wifdom, as well as Humanity, pre-

fcribes in the exercife of that harfh right, unfor-

tunately fo eflential to the prefervation of human

fociety. I (hall collate the penal codes of differ-

ent nations, and gather together the mod accurate

ftatement of the refult of experience with refpe<5t

to the efficacy of lenient and fevere punilhnients
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