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t>,ar our !rrc-.tc(l political hnppinefs iniift arifc from her fmiles

and follcring protctlion. We lliould be fully convinced of this,

were it not i\:r our grofs ignorance, and want of conii cration ;

aiKl wiliintr to conicfs it. were it not for our pride. But if we

d. 'ermine "to deny her .authority, or to queilion lifr right to

command us, ilie will prove to the world, and bring us tocon-

his, that though me is ancient, flie h not fuperannuated or

e^haulled; and that Ibcllill poffeffes the fpirit aad vigour that

have.-.nimatsd iitr beil ve:irs. .

Were (he only to do nothing, but bare!/ to leave the colcnies

to thvnife'ves with their jarring princioks, and iuterc'.-i, and

projeds; v,veihould foon ice province wagin- war ag:iu,ll pro-

vince, and our country would be involved in luch inikry and

oiiircfs, as are beyond all our prefect ccnccptionj. Snould it

he kno^n abroad that Gna/ Britain had withdrawn her protec-

tion, and would no longer interetl herielf incurprdcrvanon and

fafvUs' ; within the coinjufs of one vear our feaports woulJ be

rav^i^ed, and our vxffds pl.-ndercd or fei/.ed as foon as ihcy Ictt

cur h,i:li()urs. We Ihould therefore foon feel the necfflity ot

rurchafiriq- the proteftion of fome maritime power, and on

terms not of our propofing, but of theirs; of a marUime

power, which could nuvei be able to fecure us •iP.ainf. any holUle

*.ttem.3t5 of (;m// .•?-;/..///, Ihould fftc fee. fit to make any;

while ihc maintain-, tliui empire of the fci winch fl.e now holds,

and of which all the maritin.. powers of the world are unaWJ

ii>difpo<T..fs her. '
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But, rcpiifs the ignorant and deluded .•^mcncan
:

iNot-

•• witJtibM'dii.rr :;]! that can be faid of the naval llrcnsth ot

" Great Biluih; it is afimed by our patriotic leaders, and we

*' haue rcafon to think, that th.:fe colonies, of t:.emielycs, are

" able to withRaad all her force." The jud^-inent ol Heaven

viilbly apF'-''i=in l'"'^ dreadful infatuation. It was but a tew

year/a'T,., that wc believed, v.-A found by experience, that

the culonh's were unable to wl'.hlland the mditia of C„t.u/a,

fu-^ported by a few reoimenis of regular tr«cp> trom Frcuue.

Th-t this was the prencnd opinion, moll ol us may remember ;

and it is evident from the meflages that palled between Gover-

nor SHi-M,nY and the Houle r,l Reprefentatives o<i Bcjlcn,

from thead.lrefs of the Afiembiy cf riri^iuia to the Pung, at

tie begirninT of the la-e war, and from m.my other autheiutc

document; of that period. The .,!oi.ie. then humbly and ar-

d':ntly iuiploied tliat Grtit Britain would fpec.lily Hep in to

thiirrcl U-, and pref-rvc them from a del'cruction tiiai thieat-

eucd to overwhelm thoui. 'iiieir praycru were locn hcatd
;
and
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