
Captain COOKE's VOYAGES, ii

fore he in lifted, that thofe in our cuftody (hoiild

be difmiffcd, and the bark difcharged, accepting

a prefent of wine in return. With this from the

Conlu) at the city of Laguna, came another

letter from the merchants at Oratavia-port,

much to the fame purport, only offering to pay

to the value of 450 pieces of eight, the fum de-

manded for the bark, in wine, brandy, fugar,oil,

barley, and greens, to prevent incenfing the na-

tives againft them, not doubting but that repa-

ration would be made them in England. Oui"

Captains replied, by threatening to cruife among
the iflands to avail themfelyes for their lofs of

time, and to cannonade the town of Oratavia*

unlefs they received inftant fatisfadion. On the

2 2d, at four in the morning, we ftood in for the

fhore, making a clear (hip ; but, foon after, we
faw a boat coming with our owners agent, and

Mr. Crofs, one of the Englilh merchants, bring-

ing five buts of wine, and other refrefhments.

We lay off the town, took the goods out of the

prize, fold the bark to Mr. Crofs, and put the

prifoners on board her. Thus ended this trou-

blefome bufmefs, which being unanimoufly ap-

proved of at a council of ofHcers of both (hips,

they proceeded on their voyage ; and, feeing »
fail to the weftward, gave chace to her, but,

night coming on, loft her.

On the 24th we crolTed the Tropic of Cancer,

and, the Sunday following, performed the cere-

mony of dipping the men of both (hips who had
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