
37" TARTARIAN RHUBARB.

Linnarijshai diftinguifhed the different Tpeciej of rhubarb by the names

Rheum Palmatum, R. Rhaphonticum, R. Rhabarbarum, R. Compaftum,

and R. Ribes.

Botanifts have long differed in their opinions, which of thefe fpecies is the

true rhubarb; and that quedion does not yet appear to be fatisfactorily

determined. According to the general opinion, it is fuppofed to be the

Rheum t Palmatum ; the feeds of which were originally procured from a

Bucharian merchant, and didributed to the principal botanids in Europe.

Hence this plant has been cultivated with great fuccefs ; and is now common

in all our botanical gardens. The learned doftor J Hope, profeffor of

medicine and botany in the univerfity of Edinburgh, having made trials of the

powder of this root, in the fame dofes in which the foreign rhubarb is given,

found no difference in the effefts ; and from thence condufions have been

drawn, with great appearance of probability, that this is the plant which

produces the true rhubarb. But this inference docs not appear to be abfo-

lutcly conclufive ; for the fame trials have been repeated, and with fimilar

fuccefs, on the roots of the R. Rhaponticum and R. Rhabarbarum.

The leaves of the R. Rhaponticum are round, and fomctimes broader than

they are long. This ("pccics is found abundantly in the loamy and dry dcieiis

• Si'c Murray's odilioii of I.iiiiwus Systoma ^l;:(lal). Gult. 174+. In the former rdition

of Liiiii.LUs, UliL'iuii lliialj.irij.iriiiii ib callivl U. L'luiulaluin.

f Mr. PuUas (to whum I am cliiclly iiulchtcil fcir tliis ufonint of llie Tartarian and Siljciian

Rhubarl)) assurtd inr, that he never ivund llie l\, I'ulnuilum iw any |)art ol SiU ria.

J Phil. Tranb. for 17()j, n. Cyo.
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