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iention ; and after mature ronrnltation and deliberation, vtm of oplnlcni, tUnt
till- ariuinp; ami tijiiipjiin^ vtfi'cli in the jiorts of the IJnlicil Statr%to cruifc aj^iiinll

iiHtions with who n U'L'y are at peace, was incoirpatilile wirh the tcrritoniil love-

rcijjnty of the United Stutcn ; tliat it made thoni inllnmiental to the annoyance
of thofc nations, and thereby tended to compromit their peace, and that he
thouj^Iit it iiecelfary as an eviclentj of pood faith to thenw as well as a jitopor rtf^

palatini' to tlie foverelj^r.ty of the cow.ifry, that the armed velleU of this ilel'crip-

tion, lhi)uld ilepait from the ports of th^ Uniti.l States

'I'lie loturof the Z7th indant, with which yon huve honored ine, has Ir" n laid

bel'orc the Prelideiit, and tl i' part of it, v'/hJ-h cont;i M"! your obr''rv.i::()n» 'ii ihis

lubjec* hu3 b-'en particularly . 'tended to. 'J he reipccl due to whatever cimun
from you, friendlh'p lor the French nation, and julli-- • to ail, have iiuluiid l\[n\

to re-cKUinine the fuiijei:t, and i)articul;!f'y to ;;".ve to your f.^pr^-iijiitations thereon,

the confideration they dcfervedly claim. After fully \\eiy,hinj; aj/aiii, however,
all llhj j;rii;ci;>k:s and circiinifcniccs of the cafe, tiv: refult itppcars iHIl to lie, th,it

it is the riirlii of every nation to prohi!)it adls of fove!'ei{;nty from bcii'^ cxercil'etl

by any orher within its limits; and the </iily of a neutral n,iiu>/i to prohuHi Cuih as

would injure one of the warrin;ij pc-wers; that the graiitinjj military conmiiirions,

within the iJnited States by any otl.er authority tlian their own, is an infriu'^ement

on their foverelgnty, and particularly fo, when f^ranteii to tlu-ir owm clii'/ens, tu

leafl them to commit ads contrary to the duties they owe their own c(-iiiitry :

that the departure of veflels, thus iUc^^ally equipped, from the ports of tlieHniud
J^tatcs, will he but an ackiiowle(!j.';ment of refptdt, analoj:;rns to the breach of it,

while it isncceflary on their part, as an evidence of their faithful neutraiicy. On
thcfc conliderations, fir, the Prefulent thinks that the United States owe it tw

themfelves, and to the nations in their frirndihip, to expect this aol of reparation

«>n the part of vellels, marked in iheir very equipment with o'l'^nce to the laws o*"

the land, of which the law of nations makes an inte;'/al part.

The expreflions of very friendly feiuim.nt, which we haw already had tlie

fatisfadiion of receiving)' from you, leave no room to doubt tl.ut the conclulicai of

the Prefident, beinj;; thus made known to you, thcfe veiTels will he jicrmlited to

give no further umbrage, by their prefencc in the ports of the United States.

1 have the honor to be,

' With lentimsnts of perfed efteeni and refpedl.

Sir,

Your mofl obedient, and

luoll humble fervaiit,

Tii: JEFFERSON.

T R A N S I. A T I O N.
PllILADELlMlIA, 8 y(tne, 1793.

ad year of the French Republic.

.X/jd Miiiijlcr of the Republk of France, to tie Hareiury uf Siate of the United S/a'tiy.

Sir,

I
Have fecn with pain, by your letter of the 5th of this month, that the Pr*'

lident of the United States perfifts in thinking that a nation at war liad not the

right of piving commiffions of war, to thofe of its veflels which may be in tlie port*

•f a neutral nation; this being, in his opinion, an a«Sl of fovercignty.

I confefs to you. Sir, that this opinion appears to me contrary to the principle*

•f natural right; to the ufages of nations; to the connexions which unite us; and

even to the Prefident's proclamation.

The right of arming. Sir, for the purpofe of its defence, and repelling urjuft ag-

jrefllons, in my opinion, may be exercifed by a nation at war, in a neutral ftate;

unlefs by treaty, or particular laws of this ftate, that right be confined to r fingle

nation, friend or ally, and ercprefsly interdidcd to others. This is cxaiftly the caf*

in which we are. 'I'he United States, friends of the French, their allies and guafc

lantws oi their poficflions ia America, have permiuc^ them to satvi armed-, aad
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