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In their commerce to the Eail Indies, yon may
fee difplaycd the enterprifing fpirit of the Ame-
ricans j the firll motive to it, was the hope of
economizing in the prire of Ball India goods,

which they formerly imported from England,

and this economy muft be immenfe, if we judge
of it by the great confamption of tea in America,
and the high price it bears in England. In the

year 176I, the Englilh American colonies fent to

England eighty-five thoufand pounds fterling in

Spaniih dollars for this Tingle article, and lines

that time tue confumption of it has at lead tripled.

Another motive which encouraged them to

pulli this commerce, was the hope of being able

to fupply South America, the Spanifh and other

iflands, and even the markets of Europe, with
the goods of the eaft j and to obtain every where
the preference, by the low price at which they

might be afforded. And this proje<^ is not with-

out fome foundation. The nnture of things in-

vites the Americans to become the firft carriers

in the world. They build lliips at two-thirds of
the expence that they are built at in Europe:
they navigate with lefs feamcn, and at iefs ex-

pence> although they nourifh their feameii better.

The productions of their country are more fa-

vourable ft) this commerce than thofe of Europe.

They carry ginfeng to China
j
plank, fhip-timber,

flour, and falted provifions to the Cape of Good
Hope, and to the ifles of France and Ronrbon.

They are not, therefore, obliged to e^.port Co

great a proportion of t'pcrie as the Europeans,

who have eftablifhments in the eatt. They are

not obliged, like them, to maintain, at an enor-

mous expence, troops forts, fhips of war, gover-

nors, intendants, fecretaries, cltrJis,iDf which the

price


