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ledged or denied. The correspondence which on-

sued is discreditable to both parties. To use tlie

expression of a great man, '' Hamilton went into it

like a capuchin." He knew that it was Burr's de-

termination to fix a deadly quarrel upon him ; he

knew that Burr was an unworthy adversary ; he dis-

approved of the practice of duelling, but he feared

the imputation of want of courage if he refused to

meet his foe. He therefin'e explained and corre-

sponded with an amplitude and indecision which

expose his reputation to more danger from harsh

judges than a refusal to fight would have done. As

for Burr, he was savage in his pursuit of his enemy.

He enlarged his accusations and demands, as he

saw the irresolution of his victim ; and I believe

there is no doubt that, though he was a good shot

before, he employed the interval of twenty days

which elapsed before the duel took place in firing

at a mark, making no secret of the purpose of his

practising.

This interval was occasioned by Hamilton's re-

fusal to go out till the Circuit Court, in the business

of which he was engaged, should have closed its

sittings. The Court rose on Friday, the 6th of

July, and Burr received notice that General Ha-

milton would be ready at any time after the follow-

ing Sunday.

On Wednesday morning, the 11th, the parties


