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the appearance of the new moon was adopted, it became obligatory

upon tnosc living distant from Jerusalem, who could not receive

the news sufficiently early, to obsoi ve an extra day 03 a fes-

tival, since they could not be aware whether the month had been
pronounced a full one, or not. And these duplicate festivals

are yet observed by the body of Israelites living out of the Holy
land, notwithstanding the certainty of present calculations, on jdeas

and for reasons which cannot be stated liere. The names, and other

matters connected with the months we shall consider in our remarks
upon YEARS to which we now proceed.

Jn the Mishna (Treat. Rosh Hashannh ch. I, § 1.) we learn that
" there are four periods of commencement of years, viz. on Ist Nissan

ii a new year for computing the reign of kings* and for festivals,

(i. e. it commences the ecclesiastical year.) The first of Elool is a
new year's day, whence to compute the titheing of cattle. The Ist

of Tishri is new year's day for the ordinary or ci vil year,for the compu-
tation of the sabbatical years (Lev. xxv.l .) and of the Jubilees; for the

planting of trees, (Lev. xix. 23,) and for herbs. On the Ist of Shebat,

according to BethShammai, on the 15th according to Beth Hillel, is

the new year for the titheing of trees." It has been shown by
Hebrew writers that Israel, during their sojourn in Egypt, reckoned
their years from the 1st Tishri, whereon, it is most generally assert-

ed, creation commenced,f But that, as we learn from Ex.
xii. 2, from their departure out of Egypt, Abib or Nissan was to

be henceforth the first month of their ecclesiastical year, while for all

civil purposes, the commencement of the year was still to be observed
from the first of Tishri. In proof of this, wo have, besides the just

cited passage, Ex. xxiii.16, where it is said the feast of Tabernacles is

to be observed near the going out or close of the year, nawn nKvn
when the produce of the fields was gathered in. Secondly, from
Ex. xxxiv. 22 where its time is said to bo at, or, near the year's

revolution or end nxtrn nS)"(pn.t Further, we have Lev. xxv. 9, where

another, unknown to himself, doubtless, when he says, " The more correct
presumption is, that Moses constructed Lunar and Solar Tables for the
direction of his successors, in the regular solemnization of their Passovers
and feasts.*' One does not even become the udvocate of Rabbinical dicta,

when he requires in the name of common justice and common fairness,

something more than are'erenceto biassed Latin translations, upon which
these would.be-critics of the ancient writings of the Jewish people, found
chiefly their groundless and unworthy attacks'. For a longer notice of Mr.
Allan's remarks here, see "Hebrew Authors and their Opponents," by
Abrahaai de Sola.

* \{ A king's reign commenced but a week before Nissan, this week
would be accounted the first of his reign.

f In the Talmud (Treat. Rosh ITasliana) we find R. Eleazar refers the
creation to the month Tishri, at the period of the autumnal equinox ; but R.
Joshua, to Nissan, the vernal ecjuinox. R. Joshua's dictum is generally adopt-
ed. The question is fully discussed by Abarbanel, and R. Menasseh ben
Israel in his "Conciliator," (vol. l,,p. 127, Lindo's edition.)

X The fact of these texts, referring rather to the season than to th«
month, is sufficient refutation of Mr. Allan's objection to Abendana's re.
marks in the same conuezion, in.which he has been followed literally, by
D«rid Levy.
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