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of the plough, the filhing-net, and the

mufket. They were defcended from

Frenchmen, attached to France^ and pro-

felTed the religion of that country. They

had obtained a confiderable influence

over the Wellern Savages, who had been

accuftomed to wage an almofl continual

war, under their diredion, with the

Englijh fubjedls, againft whom they che-

rifhed the flrongeft antipathy and ma-

levolence. ' ^> - ' '
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- The lands of Canada had been granted

by the French king in Signeuries upon

feudal tenure ; and the figneur had par-

celled thetn out among the inhabitants

upon the like conditions ; and the rela-

tion and compad between lord and te-

nant was ftill more firmly cemented, by

the former being appointed to command

the militia of his figneury, and being

alfo veiled with the civil jurifdi6tion in

all matters of a trivial value. He wad

alfo flierifF of his diftri£t ; and all pro-
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