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has lieen known tor a quarter of a eentiiry.
'J'hey eonstidileihe northern portion of a great
American desert which is projected like the
apex of a (tone into CaniKiinn territory, hut
which does nut run so far mirth us tlu' route
selected liy Mr. Mackenzie for the railwav.
rn.ing iiitdsnchachangeot scheme withlhe"ir
eyes open, and avoweilly fortheirown henelif,
they should now he held to their agreement
and compelled to accept their lands wher"
they liave chosen to run their road.
" Will the Government accede to this most

unreasonahle recpiest of tlie railway Coin-
]>any ? Fnfortunately there is very little

ground for douhl. The Compa'iy have had
many re((iiests to iireler since they undertook
the wok, and their recpiest.'. liave alwavs
sounded more like demands nuiile than favors
asked for. As demands to he complied with,
and not favors to tie gr.'inted, thev hnve evi-
dently heen regarded hy the Government.
'J'hey have lieen ahle, heretofore, to get what-
ever they wanted, and there is only too much
reason to helieve that they have'not parted
with iinv of the power they are ahle to exer-
cise over the Government "whenever they feel
disposed to do so. Moreover, the inilications
are strongly in favor <if the view that the
Government haxeall along conteiiiphued cap-
ijnlation, like Crockett's coon, whenever the
Syndicate rifle might he jiointed at them.
They have heen reserving a large tratt of fine
farming land in soulhertrManitoha, otf which
immigrants have heen persistently warned, to
the utter di.sgnst of thousands of intending
settlers. They have lieen reserving other
large tracts in the fertile lielt, (or what pur-
jiose, unless as Syndicate jireserves, no one
.seems to know. At all events the railwav
company have not hesitated to indicate o'n

their mails where they mean to select their
lands. Whether the Government will make
any ditliculty ahout allowing them to go
where they please appears to he a matter of
secondary importance, if indeed the accept-
ance of their inteprelation of the bargain is

not a forgone conclusion or a matter "of pre-
arrangeinent."

Now, wo will see what Mr. StcjiliLMis

says about it. On the loth of Scptcnilier,
18S3, ho writos as follows to tho C,7o/>,' :

" Sir,— 1 ohservethat two articles published
in the Ghhe on Saturday, the sth instant,
contain statements substantially as t'ollows :

'' 1.—That the main line of fliis Company's
railway has heen made to run (or hundreds of
miles through a country which the Company
themselves declare to lie unfit (or setllement.
"2—That the Company have refused to

accept any portion of iheir'land subsidy in the
belt lying along ine main line west of
QirAppelle.
"The articles in .nicstiou assume these

assertions to be correct, and base upon them
a number of ob.servations convevin^ the im-
jiression that the whole of the" railway belt
from Qu'Appelle to Calgarry is admitted by

the Company to he part of the great American
desert, and to fall within the exception in the
contriu't with the Government which excludes
from the land grant lands not (airly fit for

settlement.
" .\s these statements could not have been

made in language better calculated to uiislead

the public, to injure this Companv, and to

retard the settlement of the North- VVest, even
if they had been prompted by the most bitter

and malignant desire to .attain those objects,

and as they do not merely purport to convey
the opinions ot'tlie Glube, hut profess to state

the views and to describe the acts of tlie

Company, I feel it necessary to correct any
erroneous impression the articles mightcreate,
by stating the facts.

'' I have therefore to say that the assertions

in the articles in question as tt) the character
of the land along the main line ef the railway
west of Qu'Appelle, and as to the views of

this Company in respect of that land, are
utterly and absolutely unfounded.
" That this Company have not, either

virtual ly or directly, admitted ordi'claret! the
lands in the railway belt west of Qu'Appelle
to be in any degree unlit for settlement.
" That this Company have not refused or

declined toacceptany land west of Qu'Appelle
as a portion of their land sulisidy.

•• I might content myself with the foregoing
categorical denial of the statements made,
i^ut to jirevenl niisconceiition, I desire to add
that this Company have not contemjilated,

and do not contemiilate, refusing or declining
to accept any of- the uneven numbered lots in

the railway belt west of Qu'Appelle as part of

their land grant, except in so tiir as any par-

ticular section, for some special reason, may
not be tiiirly fit for setfU'inent ; that this Com-
]iany liave examined a large portion of the

territory referred to, and are satisfied not only
that it is in a material degree fairly fit for

settlement, but that to a large extent it con-
sists of as line farming laml as is to be found
in the North-West 'J'erritories or in any part

ol (Canada; and as respects the jiortion of the
territory not yet s]iecially examined, they
have no reason to doubt that it is of equally
good (piality.

" I have further to request you to be good
enough to give this letter insertion in your
paper, in order that the statement of this

Company may receive as wide a circulation

as the article'to which it refers.

I remain, Sir,

Your obeilient servant,

(JEO. STEPHKN,
President.

(!oir\inoiiling on this, tho G/obc says :

" This is on the whole a reassuring letter.

The public will be glad to have Mr. Stephen's

opinion of the lands along the line of railway
west o( Qu'Appelle, his disclaimer on his

company's behalf of any intention to decline

these land.s, and his implied admission thai

our view o( the obligation resting upon the


