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,ui'i»'V'>iis sins, cvi'.i tlmimli ll)cy wcr.' as red as scarh't in lliiir

< iioi'inity ninl as miiiH'rotis as tlic ^'raiiis of sands on {\\v. sea

.sliorc. '' "WliaU'Vcr."* >aiil Clirist to liis niiiiistcrs. " you shall

loiso on fai'tli shall he loosod in licnNcii." (Mathcw wiii : s.)

And a}j;ain, " A> [\\r Fathor lialh smt me I send you. llrccivc

ye th( Holy (iliost. Whose sins \ou shall for<4iv(' th(_\ arc for-

•.'ivcn Ihtiii : and whose sins you shall retain they aif I'ctained."

(St. John XX. : tiJJ.) As often a,s men sin, and howevei- ^lievou^

and lu'iiious and nutnerous theii' sins may he. sooften they may

apidy to thissaci-ed Irihnnal of mercy, and its jiardoiiin,^; power

forgives always with a divine and nerfeet ahsolution. l''oi' all

transf^ressions, for all post-haptisnial sins whatsoever, foi' all

tlie sad lonj;" ('ataloij;!ie of grievous ti'ansuressions that outrage

God and ruin man there is hut one condilii^n of pardon reijuii'cd,

and that is sincere sorrow and the th-ni resolvi' to sin no more,

and then the ahsohition inii)arled is certain in its el'fects. is full

and complete. " And now," as ("ardiinil ^Manning heautifuUy

siys, " this Sacrament of the love of Jesus to nniny is necessary,

and to all is a fountain of grace. To those who after liaptism

have fallen into mortal sin it is necessai'v. No other Sacrament

of- life rtanains to them: no other nutans of I'ising from the

death of sin to the life of justice is oi'dained. They cannot

raise themselves to life again. The charity of (lod has departed

from them, and the llolyCihost has withdrawn Mis hahitual

grace. The interior acts of their souls <ire dead- Th"ir good

actions have no powfr of merit, (hie act of mortal sin has de-

stroyed all. One sucii sin in youth has cankered the root of a

long life, or one such sin has shattered all the gi'owth and fruit

of the longest ohedience. If they so die they are lost, and lost

forevei'. To die out of the love of (lod is eternal death. Nor

shall they he revived again except only hy this second Sacra-

ment of the dead. If they come with the sorrow of faith and

liope. even though they liave not charity, the compassion of

Jesus will give them a full forgiveness and hreathe into them
the hreath of life once more."'

Let us tlu 11 cherish a deep, ahiding devotion for this Sacra-

ment of the Divine ^lercy, and let ns ap[)roach it frequently


