
to tftcnr a* a l)ait, an([ not ftn- an ('t|ni\a[<'nt. Ft will he

n'lncmhercil that the liiial a'xilit ion nt' slavery in th<

Biitish I>()mini(vn.s was eari-iod out in 1 SHS. Tlic j)lant»'r^4

of the British We.st Tf.dies wort; tryiii,;,' to solve the hihor

prohh'iii in that hot climate when Free Triule icave them

another set \y,xvk l»y jilacing the pridiK'tH of slave states in

competition with the free labor of the West Indies, in the

Hiitish niaiket.

Tt has Ix'en said that the d;'iir.' of ^ain i-v selfishness

atid tliat it may l)e divided into individual, elass, and

national.

The first dfx; i not concern the public. We have seen

that Tree Triidt; was inaugurated and carried by the com-

mercial and n^anufacturin^ classes \>ith th(! exj)ectation

of makin',' l'^n,ij;laiid tlu^ workshop of the world, showinq;

eleaily that KTis^land's tarili' was based on class selhshness

in IN40. However, the sacrifice above nu'iitioned did not

open the (kK)rs into the markets of the woi'ld any wider

than they were, any more than the throwing open of Can-

ada's markets for grain and ilour in the seventies admitted

her grain and fiour fretr into the United States. True,

England's exports increased after ltS4G, as they had been

increasing for the previous twenty-five years or more, with,

of course, the added momentum of tlu; const; ntly increas-

inir volume of that trsulc;

Btifore abaudonuient the colonies had been receiving, in

constantly increasing numbers, the surplus population of

the United Kingdom. Canada, on account of iier com-

parative proximity, great extent of unoccupied territory

and the adaptability of her soil and climate for the pro-

duction of supplies for the home market, received large

additions to her population. But a})andonment showed its

withering power almost immedia:ely. The effect on Can-

ada is thus described by J. A. Boyd, B. A., in his sum-

n.aiy of Canadian history for the use of schools in British

North Anierii. a, page 117


