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the suci-essrul issue ot'Iiis lourt^liiii unci hopiul tliat now tlicy wouM )jc

better Iriemls tliaii ever. IMiilip liearil the story in silciK'C, ami without

tiiiving the hand that was held to hiui, turned abru})tly into the woods,

(.'harles, liowever. was too lull of his own hapjiiness to pay mueh attention

to tlio moody demeanour ol'his old assoeiat(i and eonilbrtcd hinisell' with

the thought that a lew months would soon hrim;' Simond to a better

iVamc of mind.

nurinff the busy months that followed, neither saw much of the other,

rxeept when they assembled in the eveninj: with the men at the shanty.

^Iarston worked, perha],s more ener;;etica!ly than ever, for he had now
additional stimulous ; I'hilip, still moody and reserved, seemed to lind

only pleasure in tiie deep forests, but his assoeiatcs had lon.n sinee ceased

to wonder at his manner us sometliiii}^ entirely lioyond their ken. It

was, however, very evident to Cmu-les, and mueh to his sorrow, that his

foster-brother avoided him ; but he ielt that the fault was not his own
and that he eould not repair (he mischief whilst .Simond would not meet

him half way.

Winter jjassed, and Marston saw Mary twiee vvlion he liad oeea-

.sion to make trips down the river for fresh supplies. The .seation had

not been i^ood for hunbering operations, the thaws having been unusually

trei|Uent and heavy snow-falls having oeeurred during I'ebruary and

3Iareh. Sot only had it been ditlieult to get the tindjer down to the

stream, but the season had been hard on the men, for fresh provisions

towards the eloso of winter failed entirely and eould not bo supplemented
by supplies from the settlements or by game which was scarce that

winter. I'nder such circumstances you maybe sure that all hailed the

disappearance of the snow and the freeing of the rivers in April.

.Niar,ston bad worked hard all winter and had suH'ered jierliajjs as much as

any of the others from the privations of the camp ; but hi' bore it un-

comjduiningly, for he knew the efl'ect of his example upon others.

I'he men now commenced to drive the timber, and Marston found it

ni!cessary to make a visit immediately to heail ((uurters at Bytown.
Whilst he was getting ready, to his surpri-so, Philip came to him and .said

that he would like to accompany him. .Marston con.sidered this as an at-

tempt on the part of Simond to make uj) friends and resume their old re-

lations towards each other, for they hud always worked together in the past

before jNIary's pretty face came between thom. I'crhaps if Murston's mind
had not been so much taken up with issuing oidci-s and with the thought
of seeing jMary after an absence of many weeks, he might liave noticed,

a.s others did at the time, I liave heard, the strange manner of Simond,
wlien he made the offer of accompanying him down the river. For some
time those who had been M'orking in the woods with Simond had noticed
at times a strange, unusual, look in his eyes, which was undoubtedly the
reflection of some strong feelings which were warring in hi.s heart. If
Marston noticed anything peculiar he attributed it to the same cau.ses

that aflected the others—the hard winter which had caused a great deal
of sickness in the camp.
The Ottawa was now rajiidly tilling up with the surplus waters of its

numerous tributary streams, at thi; rate of seven or eight inches a day
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