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documîîent that was laid before parliainent.
Now vwe hiave another story. Honourable
genîtlemniî %vill remember that almost the
%ery last words I uttered on tis question
l:îst session w-cie to the effcct that the

route w-as a very unfortunate one, that a

mîore iîorthierly route would be better wlth
respect to thc quality of the country. I did
not know anything beyoad tliat, but I had
information which 1 had collected from
geological surveys, and f romn a map pre-
pared by Dr. Bell many years ago, and which
was flot prepared for the purpose of bol-
steriîig up any particular- pelicy, that the
route proposed in Dr. Ami's pamphlet and
anîîounced by the government as the
route-uti other words, the direct route
fromi Quebec te Wilnipeg-was not a
practical route at aIl, and that the

country through w-hich it would pass was
flot valuable cither as agricultural lands
or for lumbering purposes. It appears that
the governint have changcd thcir mlnds
witli regard te that subject. It seemns
lIat thev have gone back on titis mal) that

%Vaîs snbîîîitted to us with so inuch assur-
ance during the last session of parliament.
1 arn serry mvy lion. friend frein lelorimier
Is îlot preselit because lie l)ecainîe particu-
larily respolîsible for the autlieîiticity of that
map and talked in the most glow-ing terni-
to this Heuse about that route, and
adtvanced Soîne persoîîal asuaîcsin
order to strengthen the dlaims that w'ere
put forw-ard for this route. But the
Minister of Justice bas been talking and
lie states tîtat tliat will not be thte route:
that the goverinent fiad that a more north-
erly route is a mucb bettcr one, and thiat thal
wvill be thîe route %vliel the governuiient will
adopt. Hon. gentlemen who will remember
aIl tliat toolz place iii tlis House hist year,
the subîniission of this report, the state-

mnts thiat w-ere made backing it by ineni-
bers of the goveriinent and supporters o!
the geverninelit, mwill liardly be prepared for
the aînonceiiieît mnade by the Miister of
Justice the othier day. But the announce-
ment lias becît inade, and alinost situnli-
taîieouslv -witli that aniniceîîîeit by the
Miîister of J1ustice. Rîîotlîer geologist is
heaid froinî t.h is a strange way I inst id-
mit o! idiîîg rentes for ai railway te go te

geolegists. Wve qlmways used te tlîiîk that
thie itroper course Nvas te set engineers te
M*erk .axîd( get the opintions of enigineers. Buit
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this governinent appears to be relying on
the opinions of geologists. Mr. Bell, the
director of the Geolog-ical Surv-ey, gave a
lecture in Quebec the other day. W)e cut
readily understand at whose instance lie is
heard front at this very moment, and lie says
among other thlngs the followlng :

Again the actual differenee would be greatly
lncreased along the generally straight route
liy the numerous minor departures fromn a
stralgbt liue, which would be rendered ne-
cessary by the uneven character of the
country ' as compared with tLe northern route. A
comparison with thse existing section of the Can-
adian Pacific Railway betw2en Mattawa and Rat
Portage, shows this amounts to neariy 30 per
cent increase In thý milcage, as compared with
the straight uine between the se points, and
there would be a ccrrespooding dlsadvantage on
the proposed sc(uthern rout,. to say nothing of
the innumerable steep grades both eastward and~
westward. The nominally straighit line between
the head of Lake Nipegon and Quebec, on this
standard of comparison, would rcally be one
thousand and iifty-tliree miles.

Dr. Bell, the geological expert of tlie gev-
ernment, w-ho tells us that this route be-
tween Quebec and Winnipeg. the direct route
that %vas eulogized so highly iii pîirliainieiit
last year would compare with the Cana-
dian Pacifie hune from 'Mattawa to ]Rat
P ortage ivhîerethe distan-e NvIs incre:I;('
ow ing to curvature and owing to d1eviatioiis
iii order to get anytbiîig lilze decent grades,
by 30 per cent of the entire distance, aud
states the saie results Nvould be reaclîed if
it çvas attemptcd to rui a direct route frein
Winipeg te Quebec. T1he distance w'vould
be iîîcreased by 30 per cent and Nvould nuile
ii re:i llv lonîger tlîîîan i more 1îîortlwrly lin".,
tliongli it teok a long swoop to the north iu

order to reach Wininileg-. It is iiecessary

only to give the matter a littie consideration
to sec how ill-digested this schemc was, aud

howv uninformed the goveriimient -were with

regard to this scheme when after six aionis
the director of the Geological Survey is put

forward to make adverse statements with re-

gard te tie route m-hich the governint eulo-
gized s0 highly during the last session of

îîarliament. This is axiother evidence tlîat
the goverininent have gone into thîls ques-
tion without any proper inquiry or prepara-
tioîî and the result is as might be expected,
tlîat they niade very great and serions er-

rors and that they were entirely wreîîg wvitlî

regard to the feasibility of the route whicli

tliey decided last year to be the route of Ulis

railway. Otiier miatters connected witb the
location o! the road miglit lie referred to


