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THE ENVIRONMENT

Mr. Bill Gilmour (Comox—Alberni): Mr. Speaker, my
question is for the Minister of the Environment.

On January 24 the minister stated in the House that selection
of the host city for the NAFTA commission of the environment
would be ‘““‘open, transparent, public and objective, a process
free of politics. The selection will be made based on environ-
mental performance of these cities. Montreal along with others
will be considered in a non—partisan fashion’. The end result
was that Montreal, a city that dumps half of its sewage untreated
into the St. Lawrence River, was chosen as the host city.

My question for the minister is this. Why did she mislead this
House and 24 potential host cities—

Some hon. members: Order, order.
Mr. Gilmour: I will rephrase that, Mr. Speaker.

Why did she advise the House and 24 potential host cities
when she knew that the selection process was fixed in favour of
Montreal?

Hon. Sheila Copps (Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of the Environment): Mr. Speaker, the selection process was
never fixed in favour of any city.

I have brought with me today a copy of the report from
KFMG. I would be very happy to provide the member and all
other members with an opportunity to review every single
proposal. I will say to the hon. member that environmental
considerations were certainly one of the key considerations.

When he starts pointing the finger at cities that spew sewage,
unfortunately there are a number of cities across the country that
spew raw sewage into the ocean, including several in his own
province. What the member should bear in mind is that Montreal
has a plan in place right now to deal with the problem. It will be
operational by the end of next year. I only wish that every one of
the other 25 applicant cities had as significant a reputation when
it came to actually dealing with the problems of raw sewage.

Mr. Bill Gilmour (Comox—Alberni): Mr. Speaker, my
supplemental is for the Prime Minister.
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Contrary to the environment minister’s supposed criteria the
Prime Minister now states that Montreal was awarded the
environmental secretariat because it has the highest jobless rate.

Given these inconsistencies which hardly justify such patron-
age, has the government adopted the policies of the previous
Conservative government of showing favouritism to the Prime
Minister’s home province?

Right Hon. Jean Chrétien (Prime Minister): Mr. Speaker, |
have nothing to add to what the Minister of the Environment
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mentioned a minute ago. She did very objective work. Many
cities qualified. One of the factors that attracted my attention
and which she did not even use was the fact that of all these
cities, Montreal was unfortunately the city with the highest
unemployment.

All the other factors have been well balanced by the minister.
She asked for applications and so on. But when you are the
government you have to make a decision eventually. We made a
decision and we will not apologize to anybody for exercising our
responsibilities.

[Translation)

HYUNDAI PLANT IN BROMONT

Mrs. Monique Guay (Laurentides): Mr. Speaker, on April 4
in Seoul, the Minister for International Trade stated that he had
received assurances from Hyundai officials that the Bromont
plant would be re—opened. Since then, the company has indi-
cated that it has no business plan for this plant and that despite
wanting to keep the facility in operation, Hyundai was still not
certain if it would re—open it. The company has even requested
that its employees sign waivers.

Can the Prime Minister shed some light on the nature of the
guarantees that the Minister for International Trade may have
received from Hyundai officials insofar as the reopening of the
Bromont plant is concerned?

Hon. John Manley (Minister of Industry): Mr. Speaker,
obviously discussions have taken place between the Minister for
International Trade and Quebec’s Industry Minister, Mr. Tremb-
lay. He did visit Hyundai and rather frank discussions took
place. Clearly, Hyundai is having trouble finding a product to
manufacture in Bromont. Our government and the Quebec
government want to help Hyundai, if at all possible, to find some
way to get the Bromont plant back in operation as soon as
possible.

Mrs. Monique Guay (Laurentides): Mr. Speaker, will the
Prime Minister not recognize that by making this kind of
statement, his Minister for International Trade is making fun of
the workers at the Bromont plant and of the region’s inhabitants
by hinting that there may be some hope that the plant will reopen
when in fact no real guarantees have been received?

Right Hon. Jean Chrétien (Prime Minister): Mr. Speaker,
the minister is trying to work out a solution even if the
opposition has concluded that no solution can possibly be found.
We will know soon enough. However, as long as we can look for
a solution, I hope no one will blame the minister for trying to do
his job well.



